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RDG and City staff completed an initial draft of the City of Dyersville Zoning Ordinance. Small edits and
graphics remain under development to be incorporated with the final draft for Planning and Zoning
Commission review on September 9th, 2019. This memo supplements the draft ordinance to highlight
significant changes from the previous ordinance for the Planning and Zoning Commission and City
Council consideration.
The primary purpose of the update is to align the zoning ordinance with the newly adopted
comprehensive plan, Plan Dyersville. The update will also modernize the ordinance to accommodate
current development trends, issues, and opportunities that are now relevant since the previous ordinance
was adopted in 1963. The update process began in September of 2018 with a public meeting in October
of 2018. Meetings with the Planning and Zoning Commission occurred on a monthly to bi-monthly basis
to provide updates and guidance on ordinance sections.
Significant regulatory changes from the previous ordinance include:
Legal and Clarity Provisions. The ordinance update is over 150 pages. However, much of the new
language are definitions, procedural instructions, and language for clarity. With the spectrum of uses and
legal requirements today, most of this new language is required to protect from future contradictions and
legal actions.
Changes to the Zoning Map. With new districts and tweaked development regulations, the update
includes a new zoning map. The draft map is here. Significant mapping changes include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Changes from A-1 to A-2 for rural residential areas that meet the development criteria.
Downtown changed to C-3, a new district specifically for downtown.
D-1 consolidated to A-1, the same regulations as previously.
All multi-family over four units changed to R-3 for higher density regulations.
All public and civic uses changed to P-1 for their unique attributes, described below.
Dyersville owned property in the floodplain changed to a Parks and Conservation district (PC).
Scenic Heights Subdivision changed from R-2 to R-1 to better match the character of existing
development.
Commercial areas along Highway 20 changed from C-1 to C-2 to match existing development
character.
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Creates new districts to align with the Comprehensive Plan (165.05.10). Several new districts allow
the streamlined implementation of the comprehensive plan and accommodate new development trends in
Dyersville. Significant new districts include:
•

•
•

•

Planned Unit Development (PUD) district. The Planned Unit Development (PUD) district
allows flexibility in the design and development standards under a base zoning district. The
ordinance describes the PUD district as one of flexibility, innovation, and compatibility for unique
sites or uses that do not easily fit under another district, such as the Field of Dreams.
Downtown District (C-3). Downtown Dyersville shines a special light on the community image
through its historic buildings, compact building arrangement, and walkability. A new Downtown
District helps reinforce and preserve the walkable environment and historic building design.
New Rural Residential and High-Density Residential Districts. With only three residential
districts, density thresholds quickly escalate between the R-1 and R-2 district. Higher density
development is good and needed in Dyersville, as stated in the 2017 Community Housing
Assessment as well as lower-density areas at the transitions to Ag uses.
Public/Civic District. These uses are unique and often do not fit nicely into a commercial or
residential district. Examples include schools, churches, and medical centers. A separate district
allows unique flexibility and can require compatibility standards when adjacent to residential
uses.

Land use list consolidation (165.05.13). The ordinance update nicely organizes permitted land uses in
a table format for ease of use. The table is generally easy for staff, developers, and property owners to
follow. The update includes the consolidation of several uses that have similar impacts on adjacent
properties, traffic, and public welfare. Use consolidation and broader categories reduce the chance of
limiting unforeseen uses, makes changing uses easier, and reduces the need for interpretation on uses
that may have subtle differences, but the same public impact.
Development Regulation Tables (165.06). New tables are added to make regulations from each district
easier to understand. New standards are added for minimum lot areas, amount of building and
impervious coverage, building height, and parking lot setbacks. An analysis of existing development was
completed with the update to ensure that changes do not create significant non-conforming sites.
However, most development regulations remain the same, very similar, or less restrictive than the
previous ordinance.
Modernized Parking Regulations (165.07). Automobile use is different today. Changes/additions to
align with today’s trends include allowances to share parking lots with other properties, pedestrian routes
within parking lots, cross access requirements, bicycle parking, and minimum drive through stacking
spaces.
New (minimal) Landscaping Requirements (165.08). Residential properties and public spaces should
be protected from potential negative impacts of non-residential development, but not at the detriment of
restricting new or infill non-residential development in Dyersville. These impacts could include vehicle
lights, noise, and views of unsightly building features. New regulations include:
• Parking Lot Landscaping – For lots over 6,000 square feet a 10-foot landscaping strip along any
street or residential property line; When lots are located in the front or street side yard a total of
5% of interior lot landscaping, excluding industrial uses (i.e., tree islands).
• Bufferyards with a fence, landscaping screen, or berm between commercial/industrial uses and
residential property, outdoor storage areas, large parking lots (>100 stalls), and other high
intensity uses.
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Supplemental Standards Section (165.09). Additional standards for particular uses are consolidated in
one section to control additional impacts from certain uses — for example, size and screening
requirements for animal shelters and kennels.
Accessory and Temporary Uses (165.09.12). A section to clarify standards for accessory uses such as
garages and sheds, and temporary uses such as roadside stands and construction site offices do not
impact residential uses.
Sign Regulations (165.10). Regulations for signs are scattered through the previous ordinance. The
update consolidates sign regulations into one section with tables, illustrations, and applicability between
different zoning districts. Sign regulations are compliant with recent federal regulations on content
neutrality. Sign regulations include size, height, and location standards to ensure limited sign clutter.

Zoning Ordinance Update
Planning and Zoning Commission
August 12th, 2019

1

Project Schedule

TODAY
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Zoning update approval effects
• Pending Applications – Old ordinance applies
• Predated Approvals – Approved plan old ordinance applies
• Existing Variances and Conditional Use Permits - Allowed as nonconforming development
• Prior Conditions of Approval – Remain in force

Purposes of the zoning ordinance
• Protects property values through property owner certainty and
buffering from incompatible uses
• Maintains environmental features by limiting development in
threatened areas

• Regulates development density to ensure growth happens in a
sustainable and efficient pattern
• Reserves area for community amenities such as parks, open space,
and community spaces
• Provides jurisdiction for the 2-mile area around Dyersville to
ensure development integrates will future growth plans

What zoning DOES NOT do

Does not regulate the interior of
buildings and how buildings are
constructed. This is the locally adopted
building code.

What zoning DOES NOT do

Does not regulate the layout and design
of lots and public streets. This is the
locally adopted subdivision code.

What zoning DOES NOT do

Does not directly regulate where utility
lines and infrastructure are located. This
is the subdivision code in combination
with environmental, health, and
community considerations.

What zoning DOES NOT do

Does not tear down buildings or force
people to move from their homes or
businesses without their request,
assuming the property has all necessary
permits and is not a danger to the health,
safety, and general welfare of the
community.

What zoning DOES NOT do

Does not force property owners to
change to new zoning or make changes
to their existing property.

Today
1. Final Code Review Elements
2. Zoning Map
3. Next Steps
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Final Code Elements

Procedures for Development and Property Improvements
Zoning Map

1. Find the Zoning district of the subject property

Uses 165.04

2. Evaluate the permitted uses in that district

Site Regulations
165.05

3. Evaluate the district development regulations

Parking and Loading
165.06

4. Determine required parking and access regulations

Landscaping and
Screening 165.07

5. Evaluate the landscaping and screening regulations

Supplemental
Standards 165.08

6. Determine if supplemental standards apply based on the use

Sign Regulations
165.09

7. Evaluate Sign Regulations

Permits 165.11

8. Identify which development permits/applications to submit to the City

Nonconformities
165.10

9. If an existing use, site, or structure does not conform with current zoning
regulations, check what nonconforming standards apply.
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Permitted Uses Matrix
P = Permitted
P* = Permitted with
supplemental regulations or
site plan review
C = Conditional Use Permit
(Board of Adjustment)

13

Permitted Use Matrix – Example
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Site Development Regulations – R-1 Example
• Under the current regulations over
83% of R-1 zoned properties are
complaint with these simple
regulations.
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Site Development Regulations – R-1 Example
8’
35’

8’

25’

30’

30’

>20’

>20’

>20’
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Site Development Regulations – R-1 Visualizing Density
Dyersville example:

•

7,500 square foot lots

•

66 foot wide lots

•

Single-family detached
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Site Development Regulations – R-1 Visualizing Density
Ottumwa example:

•

7,300 square foot lots

•

60 foot wide lots

•

Single-family detached
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Parking, Loading, and Site Access
• Required Parking Matrix
• Other elements
•
•
•
•
•

Shared Parking
Access Management
Drive through access
Parking Lot Design
Truck Loading

19

Parking, Loading, and Site Access – Shared Parking
• Shared Parking – reductions allowed in parking requirements
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Parking, Loading, and Site Access – Shared Parking
• Shared Parking – reductions
allowed in parking requirements
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Parking, Loading, and Site Access – Access Management Example
• Access Design –
• Cross access
• Public access drives
• Pedestrian access
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Parking, Loading, and Site Access – Drive Throughs
• Design –
• Stacking
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Parking Loading and Site Access – Parking Lot Design Example
• Design –
• Multi-family rear and side yard
• Large parking lots
• Space standards
• Surface materials
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Parking, Loading, and Site Access – Truck Loading
• Truck Loading Matrix
• Space Dimensions
• Material
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Landscaping and Screening - Definitions
• Landscape area: An area where the ground is completely covered with grass,
groundcover, shrubs, trees, other living plant material, or ornamental
elements such as mulch.
• Bufferyard: land area used to visibly separate one use from another or to
shield or block noise, lights or other nuisances. Buffer areas typically include
fences, walls, berms, shrubs, trees and evergreens to mitigate the impacts of
the more intense use.
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Landscaping and Screening – Vehicle Areas
• Parking lots: Over 6,000 square feet, abutting
residential uses
• Drive through lanes
• Buffering: grade change, wall, landscape
screen, or earth berm
• 10 foot landscaping strip along street property
line and residential districts
• Interior landscaping 5% of the total paved
area (could increase)
• Industrial exempt
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Landscaping and Screening – Graphic Example (not for Dyersville)
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Landscaping and Screening – Parking Lot Example
• Perimeter and
Street yard
landscaping
• Break up large
parking lots over
6,000 SF
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Landscaping and Screening – Parking Lot Example
• Interior Landscaping – 5% of total paved area in
front or street side yards
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Landscaping and Screening – Bufferyard Application
• 6 foot opaque barrier - Any combination of these methods:
• A solid wood, PVC, and/or masonry fence or wall
• Landscaping screen, evergreen or deciduous material
• Landscaped earth berm, slope 3 to 1
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Landscaping and Screening – Bufferyard Application
• 6 foot tall barrier
• Fence
• Landscaping
• Berm
• Combination
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Supplemental Regulations
•
•
•
•

Uses Marked with P*
Conditional Uses
Fences
Accessory Structures
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Supplemental Regulations – Use List
• Agricultural Uses
o
o
o
o
o

Agriculture
Animal Production in the A-2 District
Animal Production General
Commercial Feedlots/Operations
Urban Farming

• Residential Uses
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Mobile Home Parks
Manufactured Home Dwelling
Home Occupation
Live/Work Units
Child Care Home and Center
Child Development Home
Multi-Family Dwelling
Live/Work Unit

• Civic, Institutional, and Recreational
Uses
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Animal Shelter and Kennels
Campgrounds
Group Care and Group Homes
Indoor Recreation
Outdoor Commercial Recreation
Parking Lot or Structure
Place of Assembly

• Commercial Uses
o
o
o
o
o
o

Alcoholic Beverage Sales
Car Wash
Commercial use with drive-through facility
Heavy Retail
Restricted Business (Adult Entertainment)
Vehicle Storage Facilities
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Supplemental Regulations – Use List
• Industrial Uses
o
o
o
o
o
o

All industrial uses listed as P* or C
Construction Yards
Extraction
Junk Yards
Landfill, Refuse, and Compost Disposal
Self-storage Facility

• Other Uses
o
o
o
o
o

Broadcasting Center
Electrical Substation
Solar Energy Systems
Telecommunication Tower
Wind Energy Conservation System

• Outdoor Storage
35

Supplemental Regulations - Fences
• Materials –
• Wood, chain-link, PVC/ resin,
stone , masonry materials,
ornamental metals only
• Residential District Height –
• Front Yard – 3 feet
• Side Yard – 4 feet
• Rear Yard – 8 feet
• Non-residential Districts Height –
• 8 feet
• No fences in front yard of
commercial and civic districts
36

Supplemental Regulations – Accessory Uses
Detached
Garage
Shed

RV
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Sign Regulations – P = Permitted
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Sign Regulations – Snapshot of Off-Premise Signs
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Sign Regulations – Graphic Example
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Procedures for Development and Property Improvements

41

Today
1. Final Code Review Elements
2. Zoning Map
3. Next Steps
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Zoning Map
Map Located HERE

Major mapping changes include:
1. Changes to A-2 to rural
residential areas that meet the
development criteria.
2. Downtown to C-3
3. D-1 to A-1
4. All multi-family over 4 units to R3.
5. All public and civic uses to P-1
6. Dyersville owned property in the
floodplain to PC
7. Scenic Heights Subdivision from
R-2 to R-1
8. Commercial areas along Highway
20 from C-1 to C-2
43

Today
1. Final Code Review Elements
2. Zoning Map
3. Next Steps
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Next Steps
1. Public Review
2. September 9th: Planning and Zoning Commission Action Meeting
3. October 7th or 21st: City Council Action Meeting (Three readings required)
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THANK YOU!

rdgusa.com/sites/dyersville

46

CHAPTER 165
ZONING REGULATIONS
165.01

BASIC PROVISIONS

165.02

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

165.03

ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURES

165.04

DEFINITIONS

165.05

ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS

165.06

SITE DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

165.07

PARKING, LOADING, AND SITE ACCESS

165.08

LANDSCAPING AND SCREENING

165.09

SUPPLEMENTAL STANDARDS

165.10

SIGN REGULATIONS

165.11

NONCONFORMING DEVELOPMENT

165.12

VIOLATIONS, PENALTIES, AND ENFORCEMENT

CHAPTER 165

165.01

ZONING REGULATIONS

BASIC PROVISIONS

165.01.01. Title. This chapter shall be known and may be referred to as the “zoning
ordinance” of the City of Dyersville, Iowa.
165.01.02. Authority. The Zoning Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority
granted by the Iowa Code including, but not limited to Chapter 372, Section 372.9 and
Chapter 414.
A. Iowa Code. Additional authority for the provisions of the Zoning
Ordinance is provided by the Iowa Code provided they are either preemptive
or not inconsistent with the provisions of this Zoning Ordinance.
B. Federal Law. The provisions of this Code are subject to all applicable
federal regulations including, but not limited to:
i. Interstate Commerce Commission Termination Act of 1995;
ii. Federal Fair Housing Act; and
iii. Religion Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act (RLUIPA)
C. Other Authority. Should additional authorizing legislation exist or be
enacted, the Zoning Ordinance is additionally deemed to be enacted or
effective pursuant thereto, except:
i. The Zoning Ordinance shall be superseded by such legislation
only to the extent of any irreconcilable conflict if the City’s home
rule authority does not subordinate such legislation; and
ii. The Zoning Ordinance shall supersede inconsistent legislation if
the City’s home rule authority so provides.
165.01.03. Jurisdiction. All provisions of the Zoning Ordinance apply within the
corporate limits of the City of Dyersville, Iowa, as may be expanded, contracted, or
modified from time to time, and all property within the unincorporated area of
Delaware County which is within two (2) miles of the corporate limits of the City, as
provided by Section 414.23 of the Code of Iowa.
165.01.04. Consistency with Adopted Plans. The City of Dyersville intends that this
Zoning Ordinance and any amendments to it shall be consistent with the City’s
Comprehensive Plan and other adopted plans, subject to the City’s home rule,
constitutional, and statutory power. It is the City’s intent to amend this chapter
whenever such action is deemed necessary to keep regulatory provisions in
conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.
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165.01.05. Purpose. The Council deems it necessary to implement the regulations in
the Zoning Ordinance in order to:
A.

Lessen congestion in the streets;

B.

Secure safety from fire, panic and other dangers;

C.

Promote health and the general welfare;

D.

Provide adequate light and air;

E.

Prevent the overcrowding of land;

F.

Avoid undue concentration of population;

G. Facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage,
schools, parks and other public requirements;
H.

Conserve the value of buildings and property; and

I.
Encourage the most appropriate use of land throughout the City with
reasonable consideration, and in accordance with a comprehensive plan.
165.01.06. Application. No land shall be used or developed except in accordance with
the Zoning Ordinance and the Dyersville Municipal Code, where applicable. The
Zoning Ordinance shall also be in accordance with the following special situations:
A. Publicly-Owned Property. Those portions of this Code that govern the
location of allowed and conditional uses shall not apply to the governments
of the United States of America or the State of Iowa and their agencies and
political subdivisions, and the City in the performance of their government
functions. All other provisions of the Zoning Ordinance apply.
B. Relationship to Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions; Private
Agreements. The Zoning Ordinance is not intended to abrogate, annul, or
otherwise interfere with any easement, covenant, condition, restriction, or
other private agreement or legal relationship; provided, however, that where
the regulations of the Zoning Ordinance are more restrictive or impose
higher standards or requirements, then the regulations of the Zoning
Ordinance shall govern. The City will not search for private restrictions on
property or interpret, apply, or enforce private restrictions unless it is a party
to them.
C. Specific Exceptions. Specific exceptions to the requirements of the
Zoning Ordinance may be set out in individual portions throughout.
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D. Prohibited Uses. No use of any building, structure or land; no building
or structure; and not lot of record, now or hereafter existing, shall be
established, altered, moved, divided, or maintained after the effective date of
this chapter except as authorized by the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.
165.01.07. Interpretation of Standards. The provisions of this chapter shall be held to
be minimum requirements. Where this chapter imposes a greater restriction than is
imposed or required by other provisions of law, or by other rules or regulations or
ordinances, the provisions of this chapter shall control. Where for specific land, the
requirements of any other ordinances of the City are more stringent or restrictive than
the requirements set forth in this chapter, nothing herein shall be construed to waive
compliance with the provisions of such other ordinance.
165.01.08. Relief from Other Provisions. Nothing in these provisions shall relieve any
property owner or user from satisfying any condition or requirement associated with a
previous approval, conditional permit, variance, development permit, or other permit
issued under any local, State or Federal ordinance or statute.
165.01.09. Severability of Provision. If any chapter, section, clause, or phrase of this
Zoning Ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.
165.01.10. Publication. The Zoning Ordinance shall be posted in a publicly accessible
digital format as well as published in book form and shall, together with the maps being
a part hereof, be filed in City Hall of the City of Dyersville, Iowa.
165.01.11. Effective Date. The effective date is the adopted date or most recent
amended date of the Zoning Ordinance by the City of Dyersville City Council.
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165.02

ZONING REGULATIONS

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

165.02.01. Pending Applications. Each application, permit, development agreement,
resolution, or action of the Administrator, Board, Commission, or City Council for
development approval shall be evaluated by the regulations that were in effect at the
time the application was submitted, including applications pending on the effective date
of this chapter.
165.02.02. Predated Approvals. It is the intent of the City to respect existing
development approvals and building permits. Approved development and building
plans may be carried out within the scope of the approved plans, including applicable
standards in effect at the time of approval provided the approval is valid and has not
expired. The following situations shall apply:
A. Nothing in this Zoning Ordinance shall be deemed to require any
change in the plans, construction, or designated use of any structure that was
lawfully approved, not expired, and commenced construction within 90 days
of the effective date of the Zoning Ordinance in effect at the time of
approval while also thereafter pursued to completion.
B. Development approvals that are valid on the effective date of this
Zoning Ordinance are valid for the duration specified at the time of
approval, or if no duration was specified, then 365 days.
165.02.03. Existing Variances and Conditional Use Permits.
A. Any variance or conditional use permit lawfully issued for a lot or
parcel of land prior to the effective date of this Zoning Ordinance, which
could be lawfully issued pursuant to the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance
in effect at the time of approval shall be deemed to be valid. Any structure or
use of land lawfully authorized by any variance or conditional use permit,
which could not be issued after the effective date of the Zoning Ordinance
shall be allowed to continue subject to the provisions of Section 165.11:
Non-Conforming Development.
B. Any existing structure or use of land established as of right for a lot or
parcel of land under any previous regulations in which it is listed as a
conditional or use in the Zoning Ordinance shall be a lawful conditional use
of land upon the adoption of the Zoning Ordinance; provided, however, that
any such existing structure or use of land that is vacated, abandoned, or for
which there is a change of ownership shall be null and void.
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165.02.04. Prior Conditions of Approval. Conditions of development approvals and
agreements that were granted prior to the effective date remain in force, regardless of
the standards of this Zoning Ordinance. Prior conditions may be modified or eliminated
pursuant to new applications listed in this Zoning Ordinance.
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165.03

ZONING REGULATIONS

ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURES

165.03.01. Purpose. The Administration and Procedures Provisions establish the
methods for implementation of the Zoning Ordinance. These provisions include
procedures for reviewing specific uses within certain zoning districts; amending the
Zoning Regulations; granting variances; and responsibilities of various boards and
commissions.
165.03.02. Application. The Administration and Procedures Provisions apply to all
properties in the jurisdiction of the City of Dyersville.
165.03.03. Administrative Bodies, Powers, and Duties.
A. City Council. The City Council has all powers conferred upon it by
Chapter 17, Council, of the Dyersville Code of Ordinances, and the laws of
the State of Iowa. With respect to decision-making pursuant to this
Ordinance, in addition to the authorized acts of the Code of Ordinances, the
City Council will exercise the powers set out in this Subsection, Zoning
Regulations.
i. After a public hearing is held and after reports and
recommendations are provided by the Administrator, the
Commission, or another board, commission, or committee, the City
Council shall hear and decide the following:
a.
Plans and programs for the development and
redevelopment of its area of jurisdiction, when applicable in
this Ordinance. This includes, but is not limited to, amending
the text and maps of the Comprehensive Plan or other plans
from time to time;
b.
Proposed covenants, conditions, and restrictions as
required by the City;
c.

Proposed amendments to the text of this Ordinance;

d.

Proposed amendments to the Official Zoning Map;

e.
Planned unit development site plans and any major
changes thereof;
f.
Appeals that are not under the authority of the Board
of Adjustment;
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g.
Local designation of historic districts and historic sites
and nominations to the National Register of Historic Places;
and
h.
Any other action not delegated to any other board or
commission as the City Council may deem desirable and
necessary to implement the provisions of this Ordinance and
the goals and objectives of the City, provided such action is
not contrary to the requirements of this Ordinance or State
law.
B. Planning and Zoning Commission. Refer to Chapter 23 of the Code
of Ordinances.
C. Board of Adjustment, Board Created. A Board of Adjustment is
established, which shall consist of five (5) members appointed by the
Council and two (2) members appointed as provided in Section 414.23 of the
Code of Iowa. The terms of office of the members of the Board of
Adjustment shall be as provided by statute.
i. Meetings. The meetings of the Board of Adjustment shall be
held at the call of the Chairperson and at such other times as the
Board may determine. Such Chairperson or, in his/her absence, the
acting Chairperson may administer oaths and compel the attendance
of witnesses. All meetings of the Board shall be open to the public.
The Board shall adopt its own rules of procedure not in conflict with
this Code of Ordinances or with the Code of Iowa, and may select or
appoint such officers as it deems necessary. The Board shall keep
minutes of its proceedings showing the vote of each member on each
question, or, if absent or failing to vote, indicating such fact, and
shall keep records of its examinations and other official actions, all of
which shall be immediately filed in the office of the Clerk, and shall
be a public record. The presence of five (5) members shall be
necessary to constitute a quorum.
ii. Jurisdiction. The Board of Adjustment shall have the powers set
out in this section, and it shall be its duty to hear and decide appeals
where it is alleged there is error in any order, requirement, decision
or determination made by the Council in the enforcement of this
chapter.
iii. Limitations on Board. Nothing contained in this section shall
be construed to give or grant to the Board of Adjustment the power
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of authority to alter or change this chapter or the zoning map, such
power and authority being reserved to the Council in the manner
provided in Section 165.39 of this chapter.
iv. Records. The action of the Board shall not become effective
until after the resolution of the Board, setting forth the full reason for
its decision, and the vote of each member participating therein, has
been recorded in the minutes. Such resolution, immediately
following the Board’s final decision, shall be filed in the office of the
Board, and it shall be open to public inspection. Every variation and
exception granted or denied by the Board shall be supported by a
written testimony, or evidence submitted in connection therewith.
v. Court Appeal. Any taxpayer, or any officer, department, or
board of the City, or any person or persons jointly or separately
aggrieved by any decision of the Board, may present to a court of
record a position to be verified, setting forth that such decision is
illegal, in whole, or part, specifying the ground of the illegality.
Such petition shall be presented to the court within thirty (30) days
after the filing of the decision in the office of the Board. Upon the
presentation of such petition the court may direct the Board to review
such decision of the Board, and shall prescribe therein the time
within which a return thereto shall be made, which shall be not less
than ten (10) days, and be extended by the court.
vi. Court Writ. The allowance of the writ shall not stay
proceedings on the decisions appealed from, but the court may, on
application, upon notice to the Board, and on due cause shown, grant
a restraining order. If upon the hearing it shall appear to the court
that testimony is necessary for proper disposition of the matter, it
may take such evidence, or appoint a referee to take such evidence,
as it may direct, and report the same to the court with the findings of
fact and conclusions of law, which shall constitute a part of the
proceedings upon which the determination of the court shall be made.
vii. Court Costs. The court may reverse or affirm, wholly or in part,
or may modify the decision brought up for review. Costs shall not be
allowed against the Board, unless it shall appear to the court that the
Board acted with gross negligence, or in bad faith, or with malice in
making the decision appealed from.
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viii. Powers and Duties. The Board of Adjustment shall have the
following powers and duties, as described in this Ordinance:
a.
Administrative Review. To hear and decide appeals
where it is alleged there is error in any order, requirement,
decisions or determination made by the Administrator in the
enforcement of this Zoning Ordinance or any regulation
relating to the location or soundness of structures;
b.
Appeals. To hear and decide appeals where it is
alleged there is error in any order, requirement, decisions, or
determination made by the Administrator, or designee, or
another administrative official or agency, in the enforcement
of this Ordinance or any regulations relating to the location or
soundness of structures;
c.
Conditional Use Permits. To hear and decide the
approval of applications for conditional use permits, as
provided by this chapter;
d.
Variances to Relieve Hardships Relating to
Property. To authorize, upon appeal, variances from the
strict application of this chapter where by reason of
exceptional narrowness, shallowness, or shape of a specific
piece of property at the time of enactment of the zoning
regulations; or by reason of exceptional topographic
conditions or other extraordinary and exceptional situation or
condition of such piece of property, such strict application
would result in peculiar and exceptional practical difficulties
to or exceptional and undue hardships upon the owner of such
property; and
e.
Interpretations. Interpretations of the provisions of
this Ordinance and the Official Zoning Map, upon referral by
the Administrator.
D. Administrator. The City Administrator is ultimately responsible for
processing an application to decide (in case of administrative approval) or
recommend to another review body (in case of public meeting and hearing
approvals). The Administrator shall designate staff members to manage
applications through the review process and to be points of contact for
applicants, and to perform such other functions and duties as may be
required of the Administrator by this Ordinance. The Administrator may also
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designate review responsibilities to other members of City staff with
relevant technical training or expertise, or, as appropriate, to consultants that
are authorized by the City Council.
i. Duties and Responsibilities. For the purposes of reference, the
Administrator has the following duties and responsibilities with
respect to the administration of Chapter 165, Zoning Regulations.
Such duties may be allocated by the Administrator in the exercise of
the responsibilities without amendment to this Ordinance.
a.
Interpret the general intent and/or specific meaning of
any portion of the Ordinance text, position of district
boundaries, district designation, or other matters relating to
the Official Zoning Map;
b.
Maintain the Official Zoning Map and record all
amendments to and information thereon;
c.
Provide public information relating to zoning matters
including scheduled meetings of the Commission and Board
of Adjustment;
d.
Receive, process, and record all applications in this
Chapter with accompanying plans and documents, all of
which shall be a public record;
e.
Register and maintain records and maps of
nonconforming uses, buildings, structures, lighting,
landscaping, bufferyards, signs, parking and loading, site
access, site improvements, and lots;
f.
Revoke permits or certificates in violation of the
provisions of this Ordinance; and
g.
Serve as staff liaison to the Commission and in that
capacity when requested to do so by the Commission, attend
the meetings of the Commission, inform them of all facts and
information with respect to any matter brought before the
Commission and perform other duties as may be assigned by
this Ordinance and by the rules of the Commission.
h.
Serve as staff liaison to the Board of Adjustment and
attend all meetings, inform the Board of Adjustment of all
facts and information at his/her disposal with respect to any
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matter brought before the Board of Adjustment, perform such
other duties as may be assigned to him/her by this Ordinance
by the rules of the Board of Adjustment.
i.
Initiate and continue such social, economic, physical,
and environmental studies as may be necessary or appropriate
for the development and revision of the Comprehensive Plan
by the Commission; and
j.
Maintain permanent and current records of
applications and meetings described in Chapter 165, including
all maps; amendments; development approvals and denials;
and decisions rendered by the Commission together with
relevant background files and materials.
k.
Identify ordinance violations and enforce the
provisions of this Ordinance and approvals.
165.03.04. Permits and Procedures.
A. General Procedures. The administration and procedures provisions in
this Subsection establish the methods for implementation of this Zoning
Ordinance, summarized in 165.03.04.01 Permit and Procedures Summary
Application

Required For

Application Time

Procedure

Timeframe
N/A

Within 15
working days
after filing

Comprehensive
Plan

Adoption or
Amendment to the Plan

As needed

Commission
recommendation;
City Council
approval

Building
Permit

Building construction,
reconstruction,
improvement, or other
such repair where
required by the
building code.

Before the
beginning of
construction

Staff
recommendation;
City Council
approval

Certificate of
Occupancy

Occupation of a
building or structure

Prior to
occupation of the
building or
structure

City Council
Issuance

Certificate of
Zoning
Compliance

Erection or alteration of
buildings or structures

Concurrently with
a Certificate of
Occupancy

Administrator
issuance
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Required For

Application Time

Procedure

Timeframe

Uses listed for site plan
review.

Before the
beginning of
construction or
other permit
applications

Administrator;
Commission and
City Council
upon referral

Within 30 days
after filing for
Administrator
decision or
referral.

Planned Unit
Development

As requested by a
property owner before
development

Before the
beginning of
construction or
other permit
applications

Commission
recommendation;
City Council
approval

45 days for
Administrator
report to
Commission;
recommendation
by Commission
within 30 days

Conditional
Use Permit

New conditional uses;
changes to an existing
conditional use;
material changes to or
expansion of a
conditional use

Board of
Adjustment

Hearing within
30 days of
filing; Decision
within 30 days
after public
hearing

Application

Site Plan

Prior to
establishment of a
conditional use

Vacation of
Public Rightof-Way

Any person who
desires to acquire a
public right-of-way (a
street, alley or
easement)

Prior to property
acquisition and
other permit
applications

Commission
recommendation;
City Council
approval

Referral to the
Commission
within 30 days;
Commission
report to
Council within
30 days after
public hearing

Floodplain
Development

Development,
additions,
redevelopment, or
grading in the
floodplain.

Prior to building
permit or land
development
approvals

Administrator

N/A

Map and
Ordinance
Text
Amendments

Amendments to the
Official Zoning Map or
Ordinance

Prior to or
concurrent with
other permit and
approval
processes

Commission
recommendation;
City Council
approval

Referral to the
Commission
within 30 days;
Commission
report to
Council within
30 days after
public hearing

Interpretations

Interpretations of any
provision of this
Ordinance as requested
by any person, property
owner, or city board or
commission

Prior to or
concurrent with
other permit and
approval
processes

Administrator

Decision within
14 working days
of application
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Application

Required For

Appeals

Any person aggrieved,
or by any officer,
department, or board of
the City affected by
any decision of the
Council, Commission,
or Administrator

Application Time

Procedure

Timeframe

Within 10 days of
the decision being
appealed

Board of
Adjustment

Application
forwarded with
10 days of file;
Decision of the
Board within 30
days after public
hearing

Variance

Any person seeking
relief from the strict
application of the
Ordinance where such
strict application would
result in peculiar and
exceptions practical
difficulties to or
exceptional and undue
hardships upon the
owner of such property.

Prior to building
permit for
improvements for
which a variance
is required;
concurrently with
other applications
for development
approval that
include variances

Board of
Adjustment

Decision within
30 days after
public hearing

Sign Permit

Any person seeking to
install a permitted
permanent sign, except
for signs explicitly
exempted from a sign
permit.

Prior to
installation

Administrator

Decision within
30 days of
application

B. . Except where this Ordinance or State Statues provides otherwise, the
following procedures are required:
i. Application. For requests not initiated by the City or
Commission, an application shall be submitted on a form approved
by the Administrator. Application forms shall include the specific
information that is required to process each type of application,
except where this Section describes otherwise. The Administrator
may waive certain submittal requirements in order to tailor the
requirements to the information necessary to review a particular
application.
ii. Administrator Referral. When an application requires review
and approval by the Commission, Board of Adjustment, City
Council, or other agency, the Administrator shall refer the application
for action at the next scheduled meeting provided the application is
submitted at least fifteen (15) days prior to the next scheduled
meeting, unless the applicant shall agree to some later time.
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iii. Notice Requirements. When a public hearing is required, notice
of public hearings shall be provided by giving at least seven days’
notice of the time, date, and place of such hearing, which notice shall
first be published in a newspaper having a general circulation in the
City.
iv. Public Hearing. When a public hearing is required, prior to
making any recommendation or action on the respective permit, plan,
or item, or part thereof, to the Commission and City Council, shall
set, notice, and conduct a public hearing in accordance with Iowa
Code of Law.
v. Decisions. Except where this Ordinance or State Statues provides
otherwise, official action requires the favorable vote of a majority of
a quorum present.
C.

Summary Table. 165.03.04.01 Permit and Procedures Summary

Application

Required For

Application Time

Procedure

Timeframe

Comprehensive
Plan

Adoption or
Amendment to the Plan

As needed

Commission
recommendation;
City Council
approval

N/A

Building
Permit

Building construction,
reconstruction,
improvement, or other
such repair where
required by the
building code.

Before the
beginning of
construction

Staff
recommendation;
City Council
approval

Within 15
working days
after filing

Certificate of
Occupancy

Occupation of a
building or structure

Prior to
occupation of the
building or
structure

City Council
Issuance

Certificate of
Zoning
Compliance

Erection or alteration of
buildings or structures

Concurrently with
a Certificate of
Occupancy

Administrator
issuance

10 days after
building
completion

Uses listed for site plan
review.

Before the
beginning of
construction or
other permit
applications

Administrator;
Commission and
City Council
upon referral

Within 30 days
after filing for
Administrator
decision or
referral.

Site Plan

CODE OF ORDINANCES, DYERSVILLE, IOWA
- 15 -

CHAPTER 165

ZONING REGULATIONS

Required For

Application Time

Planned Unit
Development

As requested by a
property owner before
development

Before the
beginning of
construction or
other permit
applications

Conditional
Use Permit

New conditional uses;
changes to an existing
conditional use;
material changes to or
expansion of a
conditional use

Application

Prior to
establishment of a
conditional use

Procedure

Timeframe

Commission
recommendation;
City Council
approval

45 days for
Administrator
report to
Commission;
recommendation
by Commission
within 30 days

Board of
Adjustment

Hearing within
30 days of
filing; Decision
within 30 days
after public
hearing

Vacation of
Public Rightof-Way

Any person who
desires to acquire a
public right-of-way (a
street, alley or
easement)

Prior to property
acquisition and
other permit
applications

Commission
recommendation;
City Council
approval

Referral to the
Commission
within 30 days;
Commission
report to
Council within
30 days after
public hearing

Floodplain
Development

Development,
additions,
redevelopment, or
grading in the
floodplain.

Prior to building
permit or land
development
approvals

Administrator

N/A

Map and
Ordinance
Text
Amendments

Amendments to the
Official Zoning Map or
Ordinance

Prior to or
concurrent with
other permit and
approval
processes

Commission
recommendation;
City Council
approval

Referral to the
Commission
within 30 days;
Commission
report to
Council within
30 days after
public hearing

Interpretations

Interpretations of any
provision of this
Ordinance as requested
by any person, property
owner, or city board or
commission

Prior to or
concurrent with
other permit and
approval
processes

Administrator

Decision within
14 working days
of application

Appeals

Any person aggrieved,
or by any officer,
department, or board of
the City affected by
any decision of the
Council, Commission,
or Administrator

Board of
Adjustment

Application
forwarded with
10 days of file;
Decision of the
Board within 30
days after public
hearing

Within 10 days of
the decision being
appealed
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Application

Required For

Application Time

Procedure

Timeframe

Variance

Any person seeking
relief from the strict
application of the
Ordinance where such
strict application would
result in peculiar and
exceptions practical
difficulties to or
exceptional and undue
hardships upon the
owner of such property.

Prior to building
permit for
improvements for
which a variance
is required;
concurrently with
other applications
for development
approval that
include variances

Board of
Adjustment

Decision within
30 days after
public hearing

Sign Permit

Any person seeking to
install a permitted
permanent sign, except
for signs explicitly
exempted from a sign
permit.

Prior to
installation

Administrator

Decision within
30 days of
application

D. summarizes the application types. Applications for one development
project may be filed concurrently, subject to the application requirements
and procedures.
165.03.04.01 Permit and Procedures Summary
Application

Required For

Application Time

Procedure

Timeframe

Comprehensive
Plan

Adoption or
Amendment to the Plan

As needed

Commission
recommendation;
City Council
approval

N/A

Building
Permit

Building construction,
reconstruction,
improvement, or other
such repair where
required by the
building code.

Before the
beginning of
construction

Staff
recommendation;
City Council
approval

Within 15
working days
after filing

Certificate of
Occupancy

Occupation of a
building or structure

Prior to
occupation of the
building or
structure

City Council
Issuance

Certificate of
Zoning
Compliance

Erection or alteration of
buildings or structures

Concurrently with
a Certificate of
Occupancy

Administrator
issuance
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Required For

Application Time

Procedure

Timeframe

Uses listed for site plan
review.

Before the
beginning of
construction or
other permit
applications

Administrator;
Commission and
City Council
upon referral

Within 30 days
after filing for
Administrator
decision or
referral.

Planned Unit
Development

As requested by a
property owner before
development

Before the
beginning of
construction or
other permit
applications

Commission
recommendation;
City Council
approval

45 days for
Administrator
report to
Commission;
recommendation
by Commission
within 30 days

Conditional
Use Permit

New conditional uses;
changes to an existing
conditional use;
material changes to or
expansion of a
conditional use

Board of
Adjustment

Hearing within
30 days of
filing; Decision
within 30 days
after public
hearing

Application

Site Plan

Prior to
establishment of a
conditional use

Vacation of
Public Rightof-Way

Any person who
desires to acquire a
public right-of-way (a
street, alley or
easement)

Prior to property
acquisition and
other permit
applications

Commission
recommendation;
City Council
approval

Referral to the
Commission
within 30 days;
Commission
report to
Council within
30 days after
public hearing

Floodplain
Development

Development,
additions,
redevelopment, or
grading in the
floodplain.

Prior to building
permit or land
development
approvals

Administrator

N/A

Map and
Ordinance
Text
Amendments

Amendments to the
Official Zoning Map or
Ordinance

Prior to or
concurrent with
other permit and
approval
processes

Commission
recommendation;
City Council
approval

Referral to the
Commission
within 30 days;
Commission
report to
Council within
30 days after
public hearing

Interpretations

Interpretations of any
provision of this
Ordinance as requested
by any person, property
owner, or city board or
commission

Prior to or
concurrent with
other permit and
approval
processes

Administrator

Decision within
14 working days
of application
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Application

Required For

Appeals

Any person aggrieved,
or by any officer,
department, or board of
the City affected by
any decision of the
Council, Commission,
or Administrator

Application Time

Procedure

Timeframe

Within 10 days of
the decision being
appealed

Board of
Adjustment

Application
forwarded with
10 days of file;
Decision of the
Board within 30
days after public
hearing

Variance

Any person seeking
relief from the strict
application of the
Ordinance where such
strict application would
result in peculiar and
exceptions practical
difficulties to or
exceptional and undue
hardships upon the
owner of such property.

Prior to building
permit for
improvements for
which a variance
is required;
concurrently with
other applications
for development
approval that
include variances

Board of
Adjustment

Decision within
30 days after
public hearing

Sign Permit

Any person seeking to
install a permitted
permanent sign, except
for signs explicitly
exempted from a sign
permit.

Prior to
installation

Administrator

Decision within
30 days of
application

E. Comprehensive Plan. Procedures for adopting a Comprehensive Plan
are set out in Iowa Code, Section 414.3 and the contents of a Comprehensive
Plan shall consider the smart planning principles under Iowa Code, Section
18B. Upon adoption, the Comprehensive Plan shall be considered an
official statement of the policy of Dyersville.
i. Administration. Following its adoption, a comprehensive plan
may be amended by the Council at any time, based on
recommendation from the Commission, in the same procedures as
adoption.
ii. Application. For requests not initiated by the City or
Commission, an application shall be submitted per Subsubsubsection
165.03.04.B.i, Permits and Procedures Application.
iii. Public Hearing. The Commission, prior to making any
recommendation for the adoption or amendment of the
Comprehensive Plan, or part thereof, to the City Council, shall set,
notice, and conduct a public hearing in accordance with Iowa Code
of Law and Subsection 165.03.04, Permits and Procedures.
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iv. Commission Report. Following such public hearing, the
Commission shall recommend action to approve, approve with
conditions, or deny the application. A vote either for or against an
amendment by a majority of all Commission members shall
constitute a recommendation to the City Council. If the Commission
makes no report within thirty (30) days, it shall be considered to have
made a report approving the plan.
v. Council Vote. Within thirty (30) days of the receipt of a
recommendation by the Commission, the City Council shall set,
notice, and conduct a public hearing in accordance with Iowa Code
of Law and Subsubsection 165.03.04. A, General Procedures to
review and consider the Comprehensive Plan for adoption. The City
Council may approve, approve with conditions, refer back to the
Commission, or deny the Comprehensive Plan, upon a
recommendation of the Commission. Approval shall be made by
resolution.
vi. Approval or Amendment Criteria. The following criteria shall
be considered to determine whether a Comprehensive Plan shall be
approved or amended.
a.
A proposed map amendment is warranted by changing
conditions in the area, or it corrects an error in fact
concerning the property's future land use classification at the
time of the original plan adoption;
b.
If the map amendment is approved, there will be an
adequate supply of land permitted in the category being
changed;
c.
A proposed text amendment furthers the goals,
objectives, and policies of the Comprehensive Plan;
d.
A proposed text amendment advances a legitimate
public need; and
e.
A proposed text amendment is warranted by changing
conditions or a current need.
F. Building Permit. Building permits must be approved before the
beginning of construction, defined as the commencement of site work and
grading.
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i. Administration. The Administrator, or his/her designee shall
review, evaluate, and act on all building permits submitted pursuant
to this procedure.
ii. Application. To obtain a building permit, the applicant shall file
an application on a form approved by the Administrator. Application
forms shall include the specific information that is required to
process each type of application. The Administrator may waive
certain submittal requirements in order to tailor the requirements to
the information necessary to review a particular application. Every
application shall:
a.
Describe the land on which the proposed work is to be
done by lot, block tract and house and street address, or
similar description that will readily identify and definitely
locate the proposed building or work;
b.
Indicate the use or occupancy for which the proposed
work is intended;
c.
Be accompanied by plans and specifications for
proposed construction;
d.
Be accompanied by a plat, drawn to scale, showing the
actual dimensions of the lot to be built upon, the size, shape
and location of the building to be erected, and such other
information as may be necessary to provide for the
enforcement of this chapter;
e.
Be signed by the permittee or authorized agent who
may be required to submit evidence to indicate such authority;
f.
Within designated flood prone areas, be accompanied
by elevations (in relation to mean sea level) of the lowest
habitable floor (including basement) or in the case of
floodproofed nonresidential structures, the elevation to which
it has been floodproofed. Documentation or certification of
such elevations will be maintained by the Administrator;
g.
Give such other information as reasonably may be
required by the Council such as:
h.
A typical valley showing the channel of the stream,
elevation of land areas adjoining each side of the channel,
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cross-sectional areas to be corrupted by the proposed
development and higher water information,
i.
Plan (surface view) showing elevations or contours of
the ground; pertinent structure, fill or storage elevations; size,
location and spatial arrangement of all proposed and existing
structures on the site; location and elevations of streets, water
supply, sanitary facilities, photographs showing existing land
uses and vegetation upstream and downstream, soil types and
other pertinent information,
j.
Profile showing the slope of the bottom of the channel
or flow line of the stream
iii. Approval Criteria. Within fifteen (15) working days after a
application filing, the Administrator shall issue a building permit
based on a finding that the proposed building or structure, or
improvements to an existing building or structure, complies with
approved plans for development (e.g., site plans), all regulations of
this Ordinance, and all applicable building codes.
iv. Council Approval. The Council shall review all building permit
applications to determine if the site of the proposed development is
reasonably safe from flooding and that all necessary permits have
been received as required by Federal or State law (including Section
404 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of
1972, 33 U.S. Code 1334) and make recommendations for
development in all locations which have flood hazards.
v. Notification of Completion. Any party having obtained a
building permit shall notify the Council when the erection or
alteration of the building is completed. The certificate of compliance
shall then be issued according to Subsection 165.03.04, Permits and
Procedures if the building is found to be in compliance with this
chapter and any other building requirements of the City.
G. Certificate of Occupancy. No land shall be occupied or used, and no
buildings hereafter erected or structurally altered shall be occupied or used,
in whole or in part, for any purpose whatsoever, until a certificate of
occupancy is issued by the Council, stating the building and use comply with
the provisions of this chapter and other building and health ordinances of the
City. No change of use shall be made in any building, or part thereof, now
or hereafter erected, or structurally altered, unless a certificate of occupancy
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shall be issued to make a change and unless the changes are in conformity
with the provisions of this chapter.
i. Temporary Certificate. Pending the issuance of a regular
certificate of occupancy, a temporary certificate of occupancy may
be issued to be valid for a period not to exceed six (6) months from
the date of issuance and to permit partial occupancy of the premises
during completion of the construction. Such temporary certificates
of occupancy shall not be construed as in any way altering the
respective rights, duties or obligations of any other matter covered by
this chapter. Such temporary certificates of occupancy shall not be
issued except under such restrictions and provisions as will
adequately insure the safety of the occupants.
H. Certificate of Zoning Compliance. A certificate of compliance shall
be issued within ten (10) working days after the lawful erection or alteration
of the building, or change in use, is completed. A record of all certificates
shall be kept on file in the office of the administrative officer, and copies
shall be furnished upon request to any person having a proprietary, or
tenancy interest in the building affected.
I.
Site Plan Review. The Site Plan Review procedure provides for review
in addition to plan review required by other sections of the Dyersville Code
of Ordinances for projects that have potentially significant effects on traffic
circulation or a significant effect on land uses in adjacent neighborhoods.
The procedure provides for review and evaluation of site development
features and possible mitigation of unfavorable effects on surrounding
property.
i. Administration. The Administrator, or his/her designee shall
review, evaluate, and act on all site plans submitted pursuant to this
procedure. An applicant may appeal a denial of any application to
the Board of Adjustment.
ii. Applicability. All uses indicated as subject to Site Plan Review
(*) in Subsection 165.05.13, Use Matrix are subject to the provisions
of this section, unless otherwise subject to a Conditional Use Permit
procedure for specific zoning districts.
iii. Pre-Application Conference. Potential applicants are
encouraged, but not required, to meet with the Administrator prior to
application to discuss the proposal. The Administrator shall inform
the applicant on the details of the site plan process.
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iv. Application. An application for a Site Plan Review may be filed
by the owner(s) of a property or the owners' authorized agent with
the Administrator. The application shall include the following
information:
a.

Name and address of the applicant.

b.

Owner, address, and legal description of the property.

c.
A description of the nature and operating
characteristics of the proposed use.
d.
A site plan, drawn to a scale sufficient to permit
adequate review and dimensioned as necessary, showing the
following information:
e.
The date, scale, north point, title, name of owner, and
name of person preparing the site plan.
f.
The location and dimensions of boundary lines,
easements, and required yards and setbacks of existing and
proposed buildings and site improvements.
g.
The location, size, and use of proposed and existing
structures on the site.
h.
The location of all proposed site improvements,
including parking and loading areas, pedestrian and vehicular
access, sewers, sidewalks, utilities, service areas, fencing,
screening, landscaping, and lighting.
i.
Location of any major site feature, including drainage
and contours at no greater than five foot intervals.
j.
Any other information that may be required for review
by the Administrator, or his/her designee, such as stormwater
management plans, utility plans, landscaping plans,
architectural elevations, and off-site improvements.
v. Review. The Administrator, or his/her designee, after
consultation with other applicable City staff, shall review and
approve, approve with conditions, refer, or deny the site plan based
on the criteria below and conformance with applicable regulations in
these Zoning Regulations. The Administrator, or his/her designee
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must act upon each complete application within thirty (30) days of
filing.
vi. Approval Criteria. The Administrator, or his/her designee (or
the Board of Adjustment in cases of appeal), shall make the
following findings before approval of the site plan:
a.
Be designed to minimize impacts on the reasonable
development expectations or the use and enjoyment of
adjacent land or the public interest, consistent with the
applicable standards of this Ordinance.
b.
Include adequate circulation as to not overwhelm the
existing off-site transportation system, create traffic hazards,
and safe pedestrian access.
c.
Protect public health and safety against natural and
man-made hazards which include, but are not limited to,
traffic noise, water pollution, and flooding.
d.
Provide for compatibility between the proposed
development, surrounding land uses (existing or planned), and
the natural environment.
e.
Any required modifications to the site plan are
reasonable and are the minimum necessary to minimize
potentially unfavorable effects.
f.
The site plan conforms to the Zoning Regulations and
intent of the Comprehensive Plan.
vii. Referral. The Administrator may refer a site plan application to
the Commission for their review and recommendation to the City
Council, subject to the public hearing requirements in Subsection
165.03.04 A, General Procedures. Referral may be when:
a.
Discretion is required as to the level of conformity of
the site plan with the standards of this Ordinance and the
policies and objectives of City plans;
b.
The project is of such scale and intensity that that
warrants additional public review or professional input and
recommendations from other agencies or organizations.
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c.
The Ordinance specifically states a use requires review
by that the Commission and/or City Council.
viii. Modifications. The Administrator, or his/her designee (or the
Board of Adjustment in cases of appeal), may require modification of
a site plan as a prerequisite for approval based on the criteria in
Subsubsubsection 165.03.04.I.vi, Approval Criteria. Required
modifications may be more restrictive than base district regulations
and may include, but not be limited to, additional landscaping or
screening; installation of erosion control measures; improvement of
access or circulation; rearrangement of structures on the site; or other
modifications deemed necessary by substantial evidence to protect
the public health, safety, welfare, community character, property
values, and/or aesthetics.
ix. Term. A Site Plan approval shall become void two (2) years after
the date of approval, unless the applicant receives a Building Permit
and diligently carries out development prior to the expiration of this
period.
x. Modification. The Administrator, or his/her designee, may
approve an application to modify a previously approved site plan if
he/she determines that the modification does not affect findings
related to the approval criteria.
xi. Revoking of Approval. The Administrator, or his/her designee
may revoke a Site Plan approval if he/she determines that the
development is not complying with the terms and conditions of the
approval. Such revocation may be appealed to the Board of
Adjustment.
xii. Effect of Approval. An approval pursuant to this Subsection
shall run with the land until the expiration date of such approval.
Upon approval the applicant may proceed with requests for other
required approvals or permits.
J. Planned Unit Development. Application and procedures for Planning
Unit Developments are listed in Subsection 165.06.17, Planned Unit
Development
K. Conditional Use Permit. This section provides for review and
discretionary Board of Adjustment approval for uses within zoning districts
which have unusual site development or operating characteristics that could
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adversely affect surrounding properties. The provisions of this Subsection
are applicable to all uses designated as conditional in Table x.x.
i. Administration. The Board of Adjustment shall review, evaluate
and act upon all applications for a conditional use permit submitted
pursuant to this Subsection.
ii. Pre-Application Conference. The applicant shall meet with the
Administrator prior to application to discuss the proposal. The
Administrator shall inform the applicant of the advisability of the
conditional use permit application.
iii. Application Requirements. An application for a Conditional
Use Permit may be filed with the Administrator by the owners of a
property or the owners’ authorized agent. The application shall
include the following information:
a.

Name and address of the applicant.

b.

Owner, address and legal description of the property.

c.
A description of the nature and operating
characteristics of the proposed use.
d.
Any graphic information, including site plans,
elevations, other drawings, or other materials determined by
the Administrator to be necessary to describe the proposed
use to approving agencies or required by other sections in this
chapter.
iv. Public Hearing. The Administrator shall submit a report of the
application to the Board of Adjustment and elect a reasonable time
and place for such hearing; provided, however, that such time shall
be within 30 days following the submission of the subject
application, unless the applicant shall agree to some later time. The
Administrator shall attempt to notify adjacent property owners within
200 feet of the property in question by mail prior to the Board of
Adjustment meeting. Failure to notify 100 percent of all adjacent
property owners shall not stop Board of Adjustment from considering
the application request or acting on the application. The Board of
Adjustment, after legal publication, notice, and public hearing
according to Subsubsection 165.03.04.A, Permits and Procedures
General Provisions shall act on the conditional use permit.
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v. Criteria for Review. The Board of Adjustment shall review and
act upon the request based on the following established criteria and
conformance with applicable regulations in this Zoning Ordinance:
a.
Will be in harmony with the general purpose, goals,
objectives and standards of the Comprehensive Plan and this
Ordinance;
b.
Will not have a substantial, undue, or adverse effect
upon adjacent property, the character of the neighborhood,
traffic conditions, parking, utility facilities, and other matters
affecting the public health, safety and general welfare;
c.
Will be constructed, arranged, or operated so as not to
dominate the immediate vicinity or to interfere with the
development and use of neighboring property in accordance
with the applicable district regulations;
d.
Will be served adequately by essential public facilities
and services such as highways, streets, parking spaces, police
and fire protection, drainage structures, refuse disposal, water
and sewers, and schools; or that the persons or agencies
responsible for the establishment of the proposed use will
provide adequately for such services;
e.
Will not result in the destruction, loss, or damage of
any natural, scenic, or historic feature of significant
importance;
f.
Complies with all additional standards imposed on it
by the provisions of the district in which such conditional use
may be authorized.
vi. Scope of Board of Adjustment’s Approval. The Board of
Adjustment may, at its discretion, apply a conditional use permit to a
specific owner or applicant. The Board of Adjustment may establish
special site development or operational regulations as a condition for
approval of a conditional use permit. The Board of Adjustment shall
not grant a conditional use permit for any home occupation/homebased business which is otherwise prohibited under the Zoning
Ordinance.
vii. Decision. The final decision as to approval, approval with
conditions, or denial of a conditional use application lies with the
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Board of Adjustment by a concurring vote of a majority of all the
members, whether present or not. Such decision may be appealed to
District Court within 30 days. Failure of the Board of Adjustment to
act within 30 days, or such period of time as may be agreed to by the
applicant, shall be deemed a denial of the application.
viii. Lapse and Revocation of Permit. A conditional use permit
shall become void 180 days after its effective date if the applicant has
not carried out development or occupancy during that period, or
sooner if so conditioned by the Board of Adjustment. The Board of
Adjustment may revoke a conditional use permit should the operation
of the use subject to such permit violate the conditions under which
the permit was granted.
ix. Previously Approved Permits. Any conditional use approved
under regulations in effect before the effective date of this Zoning
Ordinance shall be considered to have a valid conditional use permit,
subject to requirements imposed at the time of its approval.
L. Vacation of Public Right-of-Way. Any person who desires to acquire
a public right-of-way (a street, alley or easement) may file an application
with the City of Dyersville to vacate and sell the property.
i. Pre-Application Conference. The applicant shall meet with the
Administrator prior to application to discuss the proposal. The
Administrator shall inform the applicant of the advisability of the
vacation.
ii. Application. The applicant shall file an application as developed
by the City for vacation of public right-of-way. Information with the
application shall include:
a.
The name, address, and phone number of the person
filing the application;
b.
The legal description of the right-of-way to be
vacated;
c.
A statement explaining why the petitioner wishes to
acquire the property; and
d.
A map of the area printed to scale with the date, scale
north point, and property lines of all parcels adjacent to the
subject vacation.
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iii. Appraisal. If the applicant decides to proceed with the vacation
application, a qualified real estate appraiser shall be contacted and
asked to appraise the proposed property. The applicant shall be
informed of the appraisal cost.
iv. Referral. The Administrator shall refer the application to the
Commission and other affected public or private utilities by the
Administrator within thirty (30) days following the submission of the
application, unless the applicant shall agree to some later time.
v. Public Hearing. The Administrator shall attempt to notify
adjacent property owners within 200 feet of the property in question
by mail prior to the Commission meeting. Failure to notify 100
percent of all adjacent property owners shall not stop the
Commission from considering the application request or acting on
the application. The Commission, after legal publication, notice, and
a public hearing according to Subsubsection 165.03.04.A, Permits
and Procedures General Provisions shall provide a recommendation
to the City Council.
vi. Commission Report. Following such public hearing, the
Commission shall recommend action to approve, approve with
conditions, or deny the application. A vote either for or against an
amendment by a majority of all Commission members shall
constitute a recommendation to the City Council. If the Commission
makes no report within thirty (30) days, it shall be considered to have
made a report approving the proposed amendment, supplement or
modification.
vii. Council Vote. The City Council shall make the final decision by
majority vote. If approved the property is then sold for the appraised
value to the applicant.
viii. Approval Criteria. The Commission and City Council shall
review and act upon the request based on the following established
criteria and conformance with applicable regulations in this Zoning
Ordinance:
a.
A proposed vacation must be compatible with the
Comprehensive Plan.
b.
Neighboring property owners and the general public
must not be adversely affected by the proposed vacation.

CODE OF ORDINANCES, DYERSVILLE, IOWA
- 30 -

CHAPTER 165

ZONING REGULATIONS

c.
Improvements on the proposed vacation shall ensure
that public services can be provided or do not have to be
relocated, or easements can be provided to the appropriate
utility providers for existing utilities.
M. Floodplain. Applications for development in the floodplain as
determined by FEMA Flood Insurance Maps shall follow the procedure in
Subsection 165.06.21, Floodplain Overlay District.
N. Map and Text Amendments. Amendments to the Official Zoning
Map or Ordinance text shall identify the area affected by legal description
and identify the zoning district as the same existed and the new district
designation applicable to said property. A certified copy of the amendatory
ordinance, however, shall not repeal or reenact said map, but only amend it.
i. Administration. The Council may from time to time, on its own
motion or petition, amend, supplement, change, modify or repeal by
ordinance the boundaries of districts or regulations, or restrictions
established in this chapter. Any proposed amendments, supplement,
change, modification or repeal shall be filed with the Clerk.
ii. Application. Such proposed amendment, supplement,
modification or change shall be filed with the Administrator in such
form and contain such information as shall be prescribed from time
to time by the Administrator but shall, in all instances, contain at
least the following:
a.
The applicant's name, address, and interest in the
subject property;
b.
Owner, address and legal description of the property
(shall be verified with a certified copy of the last deed or
document of record from the Dubuque or Delaware County
Register of Deed’s Office).
c.
A description of the reason for the rezoning
application and the nature and operating characteristics of the
proposed use.
d.
Any graphic information, including site plans,
elevations, other drawings, or other materials determined by
the Administrator to be necessary to describe the proposed
use to approving agencies.
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iii. Map Amendment Petition. When the proposed map
amendment, supplement, modification, or change is by petition it
shall be duly signed by the owners of fifty percent (50%) of all real
estate included within the boundaries of the area petitioned for
change and in addition, be duly signed by the owners of fifty percent
(50%) of the area of all real estate lying outside of said tract, but
within two hundred fifty (250) feet of the boundaries thereof,
intervening streets and alleys not to be included in computing such
two hundred fifty (250) feet. The Council shall refer the proposed
amendment, supplement, change, modification or repeal to the
Commission for its recommendations and report.
iv. Referral. The Administrator shall refer the application to the
Commission and other affected public or private utilities by the
Administrator within thirty (30) days following the submission of the
application, unless the applicant shall agree to some later time.
v. Commission Public Hearing. The Commission, after legal
publication, notice, and a public hearing according to Subsubsection
165.03.04.A, Permits and Procedures General Provisions. For a
map amendment, the Administrator shall attempt to notify adjacent
property owners within 200 feet of the property in question by mail
prior to the Commission meeting. Failure to notify 100 percent of all
adjacent property owners shall not stop the Commission from
considering the application request or acting on the application.
vi. Commission Report. Following such public hearing, the
Commission shall recommend action to approve, approve with
conditions, or deny the application. A vote either for or against an
amendment by a majority of all Commission members shall
constitute a recommendation to the City Council. If the Commission
makes no report within thirty (30) days from the hearing, unless
requesting additional information from the applicant or
Administrator, it shall be considered to have made a report approving
the proposed amendment, supplement or modification.
vii. City Council Public Hearing. After the recommendations and
the report of the Commission have been filed, the Council shall
before enacting any proposed amendment, supplement, change,
modification or repeal, hold a public hearing in relation thereto, after
legal publication, notice, and a public hearing according to
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Subsubsection 165.03.04.A, Permits and Procedures General
Provisions.
viii. Council Vote. Within 30 days of the receipt of the report of
the Commission, the Council shall approve, approve with conditions,
or deny the application. If the Commission recommends against, or if
a protest against such proposed amendment, supplement, change,
modification or repeal is presented in writing to the Clerk, duly
signed by the owners of twenty percent (20%) or more either of the
area of the lots included in such proposed change, or of those
immediately adjacent in the rear thereof extending the depth of one
lot or not to exceed two hundred (200) feet therefrom, or of those
directly opposite thereto, extending the depth of one lot or not to
exceed two hundred (200) feet from the street frontage of such
opposite lots, such amendment, supplement, change, modifications,
or repeal shall not become effective except by the majority vote of all
members of the Council.
ix. Renewal after Denial. Whenever a petition for an amendment,
supplement, modification or change of the zoning or regulations
herein contained, or subsequently established, shall have been denied
by the Council, then no new petition covering the same property, or
the same property and additional property, shall be filed with or
considered by the Council until one year shall have elapsed from the
date of the filing of the first petition.
x. Approval Criteria. The Commission may recommend approval,
and City Council may grant the approval of a map or text amendment
request if it is demonstrated that:
a.
The proposed amendment is preferable to the existing
zoning in terms of its likelihood of advancing the goals,
objectives, and policies of the Comprehensive Plan or another
adopted land use or area plan, including but not limited to
redevelopment plans;
b.
The proposed amendment is consistent with the future
land use map of the Comprehensive Plan (a future land use
map amendment may be processed concurrently with the zone
change);
c.
The proposed amendment is consistent with the
implementation of existing or pending plans for providing
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streets, water and wastewater, other utilities, and the delivery
of public services to the area in which the parcel proposed for
a zone change is located;
d.
The range of uses and the character of development
that is allowed by the proposed amendment will be
compatible with the properties in the immediate vicinity of
the parcel proposed for a zone change, and the parcel
proposed for a zone change has sufficient dimensions to
accommodate reasonable development that complies with the
requirements of this Ordinance, including parking and
buffering requirements; and
e.
The pace of development and/or the amount of vacant
land currently zoned for comparable development in the
vicinity suggests a need for the proposed rezoning in order to
ensure an appropriate inventory of land to maintain a
competitive land market that promote economic development.
O. Interpretations. The Administrator may render interpretations of any
provision of this Ordinance, or any rule or regulation issued pursuant to it,
including interpretations as to whether a use that is not listed is a
subcategory of or substantially similar to an allowed, limited, or conditional
use. All questions of interpretation and enforcement shall be first presented
to the Administrator and shall be subsequently presented to the Board of
Adjustment only on appeal from the decision of the Administrator.
i. Administration. This Subsection applies to any request to
interpret a provision of this Ordinance.
ii. Application. A request for interpretation of any provision of this
Ordinance shall be submitted in writing to the Administrator. It shall
set out the specific provision or provisions to be interpreted, the facts
of the specific situation giving rise to the request for an
interpretation, and the precise interpretation claimed by the applicant
to be correct. Before the rendering of any interpretation, the
Administrator may require further facts and information as are, in the
Administrator’s judgment, necessary to a meaningful interpretation
of the provision in question.
iii. Approval Criteria. The interpretation shall be based on the plain
and ordinary meaning of the terms that are subject to the application
for an interpretation as set out in Webster’s Third New International
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Dictionary or other current and authoritative dictionaries, including
the context and intent of the applicable Ordinance section as related
to the Comprehensive Plan.
iv. Decision. Within fifteen (15) working days following the receipt
of a completed request or application for interpretation, the
Administrator shall inform the applicant in writing of the
interpretation. The Administrator may consult with the City Attorney
or other officials, departments, or agencies in drafting the
interpretation. The Administrator shall state the specific precedent,
reasons, and analysis upon which such interpretation is based. For
use interpretations, the Administrator shall reference Subsection
165.05.11, Land Uses.
v. Record. The Administrator shall keep a record of all
interpretations issued as a record of an interpretation of the subject
Ordinance Subsection.
P. Appeals. Appeals to the Board of Adjustment may be taken by any
person aggrieved, or by any officer, department, or board of the City
affected by any decision of the Council, Commission, or Administrator.
i. Administration. The Board of Adjustment shall review, evaluate
and act upon all applications for appeals submitted pursuant to this
Subsection.
ii. Application. An appeal shall be filed with the Administrator in
such form and contain such information as shall be prescribed from
time to time by the Administrator.
iii. Procedures. Such appeal shall be taken within ten (10) working
days by filing with the Administrator, and with the Board of
Adjustment, a notice of appeal specifying the ground thereof. The
Administrator shall forthwith transmit to the Board all papers
constituting the record upon which the action appealed from is taken.
iv. Stay of Proceedings. An appeal stays all proceedings in
furtherance of the action appealed from, unless the Council certifies
to the Board, after notice of appeal has been filed, that by reason of
the facts stated in the certificate a stay would, in their opinion, cause
imminent peril to life or property. In such case, proceedings shall not
be stayed otherwise than by a restraining order, which may be
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granted by the Board, or by a court of record on application on notice
to the Council, and on due cause shown.
v. Public Hearing. The Administrator shall attempt to notify
adjacent property owners within 200 feet of the property in question
by mail prior to the Board of Adjustment meeting. Failure to notify
100 percent of all adjacent property owners shall not stop Board of
Adjustment from considering the application request or acting on the
application. The Board, shall hold a public hearing after legal
publication, notice, and a public hearing according to Subsubsection
165.03.04 A, General Procedures and act on the application.
vi. Board Vote. Within thirty (30) days following the close of the
public hearing, the Board of Adjustment shall render a decision on
the appeal based on the merits of the appeal based on their findings of
fact and deliberations. Such decision may reverse, affirm or modify,
in whole or in part, the action from which the appeal is taken. Within
seven days of such decision, or the expiration of such period, notice
of such decision or failure to act shall be mailed by the Administrator
to all parties entitled to such notice. Decisions by the Board of
Adjustments may be appealed to District Court.
vii. Approval Criteria. The criteria used by the Board of Adjustment
in their decision may include such order or determination as, in the
opinion of the Board of Adjustment, is proper to be made on the
premises. To that end, the Board of Adjustment shall have the same
powers and be subject to the same standards and limitations as the
Administrator, or other City official, department, or agency, with
respect to the action being appealed.
Q. Variance. The variance procedure allows relief from the strict
application of the Ordinance where by reason of exceptional narrowness,
shallowness, or shape of a specific piece of property at the time of enactment
of the zoning regulations; or by reason of exceptional topographic conditions
or other extraordinary and exceptional situation or condition of such piece of
property, such strict application would result in peculiar and exceptional
practical difficulties to or exceptional and undue hardships upon the owner
of such property.
i. Administration. The Board of Adjustment shall only have the
authority to grant variances from the zoning regulations not reviewed
by other bodies. Examples not within the jurisdiction of the Board
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include, but are not limited to, building code variances, variances for
non-conformities, variances to State and Federal law, and variances
that would allow a use in a district which the use is prohibited.
ii. Application. An application for a variance may be filed by the
owner of, or any other person having a contractual interest in, the
subject property according to the procedures below. Applications for
a variance shall be submitted to the Administrator. The application
shall contain the following information:
a.
The applicant’s name, address, and interest in the
subject property;
b.
The name and address of the owner, if different than
the applicant, and the owner’s signed consent to the
application filing;
c.
The street address, common location, and legal
description of the subject property;
d.
The present use and zoning classification of the
subject property;
e.
A site plan, drawn to a scale on one or more sheets,
illustrating existing structures and the proposed construction,
reconstruction, remodeling, alteration or moving, and
including dimensions of property lines, dimensions of
building footprints, setback dimensions, building heights, and
area of impervious surfaces;
f.
A written statement and evidence supporting the
nature and reason for the requested variance, referencing the
approval criteria below in item 165.03.04.Q.v; and
g.
Other information and documentation as the
Administrator may deem necessary and appropriate to a full
and proper consideration and disposition of the application.
iii. Public Hearing. Upon receipt of a completed application, the
Administrator shall refer it to the Board of Adjustment for hearing
and decision. The Administrator shall attempt to notify adjacent
property owners within 200 feet of the property in question by mail
prior to the Board of Adjustment meeting. Failure to notify 100
percent of all adjacent property owners shall not stop Board of
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Adjustment from considering the application request or acting on the
application. The Board shall hold a public hearing after legal
publication, notice, and a public hearing according to Subsubsection
165.03.04.A, Permits and Procedures General Provisions and act on
the application.
iv. Board Vote. The Board of Adjustment shall make findings that
the requirements of this section have been met by the applicant for a
variance.
a.
In granting any variance, the Board of Adjustment
may prescribe appropriate conditions and safeguards in
conformity with these regulations. Violation of such
conditions and safeguards, when made a part of the terms
under which the variance is granted, shall be deemed a
violation of these regulations and punishable under Section
165.12, Violations, Penalties, and Enforcement of these
regulations.
b.
Under no circumstances shall the Board of Adjustment
grant a variance to allow a use not permissible under the
terms of these regulations in the district involved, or any use
expressly or by implication prohibited by the terms of these
regulations in said district.
c.
No non-conforming use of neighboring lands,
structures, or buildings in the same district and no permitted
or non-conforming use of lands, structures, or buildings in
other districts shall be considered grounds for the issuance of
a variance.
d.
Failure of the Board of Adjustment to act within thirty
(30) days shall be deemed a denial of the variance.
v. Approval Criteria. No such variance shall be authorized by the
Board unless it finds that:
a.
Strict application of the zoning ordinance will produce
undue hardship and would deprive the applicant of rights
commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same district
under the terms of this chapter.
b.
Such hardship is not shared generally by other
properties in the same zoning district and in the same vicinity.
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c.
The authorization of such variance will not be of
substantial detriment to adjacent property and the character of
the district will not be changed by the granting of the
variance.
d.
The granting of such variance is based upon reason of
demonstrable and exceptional hardship as distinguished from
variations for purposes of convenience, profit or caprice.
Failure to yield a reasonable return may be shown by proof
that the owner has been deprived of all reasonable beneficial
or productive use of the land in question. All beneficial use is
said to have been lost where the land is not suitable for any
use permitted by this Ordinance.
e.
The condition or situation of the property concerned is
not of so general or recurring a nature as to make reasonably
practicable a general regulation to be adopted as an
amendment to this Zoning Ordinance.
f.
The granting of the variance will not cause substantial
detriment to the public good and will not substantially impair
the intent and purpose of any ordinance or resolution.
R. Sign Permit. A sign permit is required for all permitted signs as set out
in Section 165.10, Sign Regulations.
i. Administration. The Administrator shall review, evaluate and
act upon all applications for a sign permit submitted pursuant to this
Subsection.
ii. Application. The applicant shall submit a sign permit application
to the Administrator, who first will review the proposed sign in
relation to the dimensional, locational and numerical requirements of
this section. An application for a sign permit shall be submitted with
the following information:
a.
The applicant’s name, address, and interest in the
subject property;
b.
The name and address of the owner, if different than
the applicant, and the owner’s signed consent to the
application filing;
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c.
The street address and common location of the subject
property;
d.
Drawings showing the location of the sign and
location and sizes of all other existing signs on the same
premises, including the property lines;
e.
Information stating the dimensions, supports, sizes,
materials, and type of the sign being proposed;
f.
Other information or documentation as the
Administrator may deem necessary or appropriate to a full
and proper consideration and disposition of the particular
application.
iii. Administrator Action. Within thirty (30) days of sign permit
application submittal, the Administrator shall act on the submittal by
approving or denying the application. If the application is not acted
upon by the Administrator within thirty (30) days, the application
shall be deemed approved. If the application is denied, then the
reasons for the denial shall be communicated to the applicant in
writing along with any recommendations.
iv. Appeal. Any person or persons aggrieved by the decision of the
Administrator to approve or disapprove a sign permit, as provided by
this title, may appeal such decision to the Board of Adjustment as
provided by Subsubsection 165.03.04.P, Appeals.
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DEFINITIONS

165.04.01. Purpose. For the purpose of this chapter, certain terms and words are hereby
defined. Where terms are not specifically defined below or in the section where
occurring, their ordinarily accepted meaning according to the most recent version of
Merriam-Webster Dictionary and implied by their context shall apply.
165.04.02. Construction of Language.
A. Headings. Section and subsection headings contained herein are
provided for illustrative purposes only and shall not be deemed to limit,
govern, modify, or otherwise affect the scope, meaning, or intent of any
provision of the Zoning Ordinance.
B. Illustrations. In the case of any real or apparent conflict between the
text of the Ordinance and any illustration explaining the text, the text shall
apply.
C. Conjunctions. Unless the context clearly indicates the contrary, the
following conjunctions shall be interpreted as follows:
i. “And” indicates that all connected items or provisions apply.
ii. “Or” indicates that the connected items or provisions may apply
singly or in any combination.
iii. “Either...or” indicates that the connected items or provisions
shall apply singly but not in combination.
iv. “Shall” indicates a mandatory requirement. “May indicates a
permissive or selective requirement.
v.
“Tenses and numbers” indicate the following: words used in
the present tense include the future tense. Words used in the singular
include the plural, and the plural the singular, unless the context
clearly indicates the contrary. The word “person” includes a firm,
association, organization, partnership, trust, company or corporation
as well as an individual.
D. Referenced Agencies. Unless otherwise indicated, all public officials,
bodies, and agencies referred to in this chapter are those of the City of
Dyersville.
165.04.03. Definition of Terms.
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A.
i. “Accessory use or structure” means a use or structure subordinate
to the principal use of the building on the lot, and serving a purpose
customarily incidental to the use of the principal building.
ii. “Accessory dwelling units” means a residential dwelling unit,
but not a mobile home, located on the same lot as a single-family
dwelling unit, either within the same building as the single-family
dwelling unit or in a detached building. The unit has a separate
entryway, kitchen, and bathroom facilities.
iii. “Actuarial rates” or “risk premium rates” are those rates
established by the Administrator pursuant to individual community
studies and investigations which are undertaken to provide flood
insurance in accordance with 42 U.S.C. 4014 and the accepted
actuarial principles. Actuarial rates include provisions for operating
costs and allowances.
iv. “Administration” means governmental offices providing
administrative, clerical or public contact services that deal directly
with the citizen, together with incidental storage and maintenance of
necessary vehicles. Typical uses include Federal, State, County and
City offices.
v. “Agriculture” means the use of land for purposes of growing the
usual farm products, including vegetables, fruit, trees and grains;
pasturage; dairying; animal and poultry husbandry, and the necessary
accessory uses for treating or storing the produce, provided that the
operation of such accessory uses is secondary to that of the regular
agricultural activities. This is not to be construed as community
gardens or urban farming. This may include the residence of owners,
occupants, or employees who live on the property.
vi. “Airport” means any area of land or water designated, set aside,
used, or intended for use, for the landing and take-off of aircraft, and
any appurtenant areas designated, set aside, used, or intended for use,
for airport buildings or other airport facilities, rights-of-way, or
approach zones, together with all airport buildings and facilities
located thereon.
vii. “Alcoholic Beverage Sales” means establishments or places of
business engaged primarily in retail sale for off-premises
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consumption of alcoholic beverages. Typical uses include liquor
stores, bottle shops or any licensed sales of liquor, beer or wine for
off-site consumption.
viii.
“Alley” means a public way for the use of vehicles affording
a secondary means of access to abutting property.
ix. “Animal production” means the use of land primarily for raising
of animals or production of animal products, such as eggs or dairy
products, on an agricultural or commercial basis on a site which is
also used for crop production or where grazing of natural vegetation
is the major feed source; or the raising of animals for recreational
use. Typical uses include grazing, ranching, dairy farming and
poultry farming.
x. “Animal raising, personal” means premises where agricultural
animals are fed or kept for personal use and for agriculturally related
projects by the owner or occupant of the premises. For this use,
“agricultural animals” is limited to the following domesticated
animals: sheep, goats, chickens, turkeys, ducks, geese, ostriches,
emus, rheas and guinea fowl.
xi. “Animal shelter” means an indoor or outdoor facility used to
house or contain stray, homeless, abandoned, or unwanted animals
and that is owned, operated, or maintained by a public body, an
established humane society, animal welfare society, society for the
prevention of cruelty to animals, or other nonprofit organization
devoted to the welfare, protection, and humane treatment of animals.
xii. “Annexation” means the act or process of adding land to a
governmental unit, usually an incorporated place, by an ordinance, a
court order, or other legal action.
xiii.
“Apartment” means a room or suite of rooms, with toilet and
culinary accommodations, used or designed for use as a single
housekeeping unit, located in a building containing two or more such
rooms or suites, or in a building devoted primarily to nonresidential
use.
xiv. “Automobile rental or sales” means the use of any building or
portion thereof, or other premises or portion thereof, for the display,
sale, rental, or lease of new or used motor vehicles. Any warranty
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repair work and other repair service is conducted as an accessory use
within an enclosed building.
xv. “Automobile repair services” means any building, structure,
improvements, or land used for the repair and maintenance of
automobiles, motorcycles, trucks, trailers, or similar vehicles
including but not limited to body, fender, muffler, or upholstery
work, oil change and lubrication, painting, tire service and sales.
B.
i. “Basement” means any area of the building having its floor
subgrade (below ground level) on all sides.
ii. “Beginning of construction” means the beginning of site work
and grading.
iii. “Board” means the Board of Adjustment.
iv. “Boarding Home” means a building use for rental to three or
more persons not related to the owner or lessee where supervision or
assistance with activities of daily living is provided to such persons.
A boarding home does not include a facility, home, or program
otherwise subject to licensure or regulation by the department human
services, department of inspections and appeals, or department if
public health.
v. “Building” means a structure having a roof supported by
columns or walls for shelter, support, or enclosure of persons,
animals or chattels. When separated by division walls from the
ground up without openings, each portion of such structure shall be
deemed a separate building.
vi. “Building coverage” means the horizontal area measured within
the outside of the exterior walls of the ground floor of all principle
and accessory buildings on the lot.
vii. “Building, height of” means the vertical distance from the
average, natural grade at the building line, to the highest point of the
coping of flat roof, or to the mean height level between eaves and
ridge for gable, hip and gambrel roofs.
viii.
“Building, principal” means a non-accessory building in
which a principal use of the lot on which it is located is conducted.
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ix. “Building setback line” means a line within a lot or other parcel
of land parallel to a public road, street or highway right-of-way line
defining that minimum distance between the building and property
line upon which buildings or structures may not be placed.
x. “Building wall” means the wall of the principal building forming
a part of the main structure. The foundation walls of unenclosed
porches or piazzas, steps, walks and retaining wall or similar
structure shall not be considered as building walls under the
provisions of this chapter.
xi. “Bulk station” means distributing stations commonly known as
bulk or tank stations used for the storage and distribution of
flammable liquids or liquefied petroleum products.
C.
i. “Campground” means facilities providing camping or parking
areas and incidental services for travelers in recreational vehicles or
tents, which accommodate each guest or visitor for no more than
seven (7) consecutive days during any one-month period.
ii. “Car wash” means the use of a site for washing and cleaning of
passenger vehicles, recreational vehicles, or other light duty
equipment.
iii. “Carport” means space for the housing or storage of motor
vehicles and enclosed on not more than two sides by walls, and
attached to the principal building.
iv. “Cemetery” means land used or intended to be used for the burial
of the dead and dedicated for cemetery purposes, including
columbariums, crematoria, mausoleums and mortuaries when
operated in conjunction with and within the boundary of such
cemetery.
v. “Channel” means a natural or artificial watercourse of
perceptible extent, with a definite bed and banks to confine and
conduct continuously or periodically flowing water. “Channel flow”
is that water which is flowing within the limits of a defined channel.
vi. “Child care center” means a facility providing child care or
preschool services for seven or more children, except when the
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facility is registered as a child development home. See Chapter
237A, Child Care Facilities, Iowa Code.
vii. “Child care home” means a person or program providing child
care to five or fewer children at any one time that is not registered to
provide child care under Chapter 237A, Child Care Facilities, Iowa
Code.
viii.
“Child development home” means a person or program
registered under Section 237A.3A, Child Development Homes,
Chapter 237A, Child Care Facilities, Iowa Code, who may provide
child care to six or more children at any one time.
ix. “City” means the City of Dyersville, Iowa.
x. “Commercial feedlots/operations” means the use of a site for the
confined feeding or holding of livestock or poultry within buildings,
lots, pens, or other close quarters which are not used for crop
production or where grazing of natural vegetation is not the major
feed source.
xi. “Commission” means the Planning and Zoning Commission.
xii. “Community building” means a facility maintained by a public
agency or by a not-for-profit community or neighborhood association
primarily for social, recreational, cultural or educational needs of the
community or neighborhood.
xiii.
“Community Garden” means a private or public lot under one
acre for cultivation of fruits, flowers, vegetables, or ornamental
plants by more than one person or family.
xiv.
“Comprehensive Plan” means the duly adopted
Comprehensive Development Plan of the City of Dyersville.
xv. “Conditional use” means a use with operating and/or physical
characteristics different from uses permitted by right in a given
zoning district which may, nonetheless, be compatible with those
uses under special conditions and with adequate public
review. Conditional uses are allowed in a zoning district only at the
discretion of and with the explicit permission of the Board of
Adjustment. Conditional uses are considered identical to special use
permits/special exception uses.
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xvi.
“Construction sales and service” means establishments or
places of business primarily engaged in the retail or wholesale sale,
from the premises, of materials used in the construction of buildings
or other structures other than retail sale of paint, fixtures and
hardware. This use type excludes those uses classified under
automotive and equipment services and heavy retail. Typical uses
include building materials sales or tool and equipment rental or sales.
xvii. “Construction yard” means establishments housing facilities
of businesses primarily engaged in construction activities, including
incidental storage of materials and equipment on lots other than
construction sites. Typical uses are building contractor’s yards.
xviii. “Convalescent home” means a building or premises in or on
which care is provided for four or more invalid, infirm, aged,
convalescent, or physically disabled or injured persons, not including
insane or other mental cases, inebriate, or contagious cases. Nursing
homes are “convalescent homes.”
xix.
“Crawl space” means any open space located within the
foundation of a structure and under the lowest habitable floor of said
structure, not to exceed three and one-half feet in height.
D.
i. “Density, gross” means the numerical value obtained by dividing
the total number of dwelling units in a development by the gross area
of the tract of land (in acres) within a development. This would
include all nonresidential land uses and private streets of the
development, as well as rights-of-way of dedicated streets; the result
being the number of dwelling units per gross acre of land.
ii. “Density, net” means the numerical value obtained by dividing
the total number of dwelling units in a development by the area of the
actual tract of land (in acres) upon which the dwelling units are
proposed to be located and including common open space and
associated recreational facilities within the area; the result being the
number of dwelling units per net residential acre of land. Net density
calculations exclude rights-of-way of publicly dedicated streets and
private streets.
iii. “Development” means any manmade change to improved or
unimproved real estate, including but not limited to buildings or
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other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving,
excavation or drilling operations.
iv. “District” means a section or sections of the City within which
the regulations governing the use of buildings and premises, or the
height and area of buildings and premises, are uniform.
v. “Driveway” means a private accessway, primarily for vehicles,
leading from a street to a dwelling unit, parking lot, parking garage,
or loading area.
vi. “Dwelling” means any building, or portion thereof, which is
designed or used exclusively for residential purposes.
vii. “Dwelling unit” means a building or portion of a building which
is arranged, occupied or intended to be occupied as living quarters.
viii.
“Dwelling, single-family” means a dwelling designed for or
occupied exclusively for residence purposes by one family not
including hospitals and other institutional facilities.
ix. ”Dwelling, Single family attached” means three or more dwelling
units in a single structure or attached structures, each of which could
have a single lot, which are separated from each other by a dividing
vertical wall. Such units may be side-by-side, back-to-back, or both.
This a commonly known as a townhome or townhouse.
x. “Dwelling, Single family detached” means a residential structure
designed to house a single-family unit, with private outside entrance,
but without common walls between the dwelling units.
xi. “Dwelling, two-family” means a dwelling designed for or
occupied exclusively by two families, or housekeeping units, living
independently of each other, each of which could have a single lot
which are separated from each other by a dividing wall. Such units
may be side-by-side, back-to-back, or over-under a second story
and/or basement.
xii. “Dwelling, multi-family” means a dwelling designed for, or
occupied by more than two families, living independently of each
other. Dwelling units are separated by interior walls and/or floors.
This does not include boarding homes, single-family attached, or
two-family dwellings.
E.
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i. “Education (primary)” means a public, private or parochial
school offering instruction at the elementary school level in the
branches of learning and study required to be taught in schools within
the State of Iowa.
ii. “Education (secondary)” means a public, private, or parochial
school offering instruction at the junior high or high school level in
the branches of learning and study required to be taught in the
schools of the State of Iowa.
iii. “Education (university)” means a public, private, or parochial
school offering instruction above the high school level, often located
on an campus.
iv. “Electrical substation” means a part of an electrical generation,
transmission, and distribution system where voltage is transformed
from high to low, or the reverse; the type of current is changed;
current is gathered from distributed power generation facilities, such
as wind turbines or photovoltaic panels; current is switched to backup lines; or circuits are parallelized in case of failure.
v. “Encroachment” means the advancement of a structure or
improvements beyond established limits, lot lines, easements or
service areas.
vi. “Extraction” means the business enterprise of excavation and
removal of stone, sand, gravel, soil, or similar earthen materials from
a site, whether the intent is to increase the utility and values of the
site or to use the materials for landfilling on another site.
F.
i. “Family home” means a community-based residential home or a
child foster care facility to provide room and board, personal care,
habilitation services and supervision in a family environment
exclusively for not more than eight (8) developmental disability or
brain injury and any necessary support personnel as permitted and as
limited by the Code of Iowa.
ii. “Flood” means a temporary rise in a stream’s flow or stage that
results in water overlapping its banks and inundating areas adjacent
to the channel; an unusual and rapid accumulation of runoff or
surface waters from any source.
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iii. “Flood elevation determinations” means a determination of the
water surface elevations of the one-hundred-year flood; that is, the
level of flooding that has a one percent chance of occurrence in any
given year.
iv. “Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)” means the official map
prepared by the Department of Housing and Urban Development,
Federal Insurance Administration for a community delineating where
flood insurance may be sold and the risk premium zones applicable
to such area.
v. “Flood Insurance Study (FIS)” means the official report provided
by the Federal Insurance Administration. The report contains flood
profiles and water surface elevations for various flood frequencies as
well as the boundaries and water surface elevations of the onehundred-year flood.
vi. “Flood plain management” means the operation of an overall
program of corrective and preventive measures for reducing flood
damage, including but not limited to emergency preparedness plan,
flood-control works and flood plain management regulations.
vii. “Floodproofing” means any combination of structural and
nonstructural additions, changes or adjustments to structures
including utility and sanitary facilities, which would preclude the
entry of water. Structural components shall have the capability of
resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and the effect of
buoyancy.
viii.
“Flood protection system” means those physical structural
works constructed specifically to modify flooding in order to reduce
the extent of the area within a community subject to a special flood
hazard. Such a system typically includes levees or dikes. These
specialized modifying works are those constructed in conformance
with sound federal engineering standards.
ix. “Floodway” means the channel of a river or other watercourse
and the adjacent portion of the flood plain that must be reserved in
order to discharge the one-hundred-year flood without cumulatively
increasing the water surface elevation more than one foot at any point
assuming equal conveyance reduction outside the channel from the
two sides of the flood plain.
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x. “Floodway Fringe” means that area of the flood plain, outside of
the floodway, that on the average is likely to be flooded once every
one hundred years (i.e., that has a one percent chance of flood
occurrence in any one year).
xi. “Floor area ratio” means the quotient of gross floor area divided
by gross lot area.
xii. “Food services” means establishments or places of business
primarily engaged in the retail sale of food or household products for
home consumption. Food sales establishments may include the sale
of non-food items. However, the sales of non-food items may
account for no more than the lesser of 25% of the sales area or
10,000 square feet of the food sales establishment. Typical uses
include groceries, delicatessens, meat markets, retail bakeries and
candy shops.
xiii.
“Frontage” means all the property on one side of a street
between two intersecting streets measured along the line of the street,
or if the street is dead-ended, then all of the property abutting on one
side between an intersecting street and the dead end of the street.
xiv.
“Funeral service” means establishments engaged in
undertaking services such as crematoriums, preparing the human
dead for burial, and arranging and managing funerals. Typical uses
include funeral homes or mortuaries.
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G.
i. “Garage, private” means an attached or detached accessory
building not over one story or twenty feet in height used for parking
or storage of vehicles as may be required in connection with the
permitted use of the principal building. However, the storage of one
commercial vehicle not exceeding three-fourths ton may be
permitted.
ii. “Garage, public” means a building or portion of a building in
which motor vehicles are equipped for operation, repaired, stored or
kept for remuneration, hire or sale.
iii. “Gasoline service station” means a building or portion of a
building used chiefly in connection with tanks, pumps and other
appliances, for supplying motor vehicles with gasoline, oil,
compressed air, water and other fuel supplies, but not for the purpose
of making repairs. When the dispensing, sale or offering for sale of
motor vehicle fuel at retail is incidental to the conduct of a public
garage, the premises shall be classified as a public garage.
iv. “General office” means use of a site for business, professional,
or administrative offices who may invite clients from both local and
regional areas. Typical uses include real estate, insurance,
management, travel, telemarketing, corporate, or other business
offices; organization and association offices; or professional offices.
v. “General services” means establishments primarily engaged in
the provision of services to customers by appointment or drop in
basis, not including personal services. These uses may require
additional on-site storage for inventory or vehicles. Typical uses
include, but are not limited to, television studios, telecommunication
service centers, telegraph service offices, film and sound recording
facilities, office equipment and supply firms, small business machine
repair shops, hotel equipment and supply firms, messenger and
delivery services, custodial or maintenance services, convenience
printing and copying, automated banking machines, appliance repair
shops, watch or jewelry repair shops, or musical instrument repair
shops.
vi. “Grade” means:
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a.
For buildings having walls adjoining one street only,
the elevation of the regularly established sidewalks grade at
the center of the wall adjoining the street;
b.
For buildings having walls adjoining more than one
street, the average of the elevation of the regularly established
sidewalk grades at the center of all walls adjoining the street;
c.
For buildings having no wall adjoining the street, the
average level of the finished surface of the ground adjacent to
the exterior walls of the buildings.
vii. “Grain elevator” means
viii.
“Gross Floor Area” means the sum of the horizontal areas of
the several habitable stories of a building, measured from the exterior
faces of exterior walls, or in the case of a common wall separating
two buildings, from the centerline of such common wall. Excludes
basements, attics, unenclosed porches, balconies, and decks.
Enclosed porches, balconies, and decks shall be included in the
calculation of gross floor area.
ix. “Group care” means a government-licensed or approved facility
which provides for resident care, short or long-term. Group Care
Facilities include facilities which provide services in accordance with
individual needs for the:
a.
Adaptation to living with, or rehabilitation from, the
handicaps of physical disability.
b.
Adaptation to living with, or rehabilitation from, the
handicaps of emotional or mental disorder; or developmental
disabilities.
c.
Rehabilitation from the effects of drug or alcohol
abuse.
d.
Supervision while under a program alternative to
imprisonment, including but not limited to pre-release, workrelease, and probationary programs.
e.

Others who require direct adult supervision.

x. “Group home” means a facility licensed by the State of Iowa in
which at least three but no more than eight persons, not including
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resident managers or house parents, who are unrelated by blood,
marriage or adoption, reside while receiving therapy, training, living
assistance, or counseling for the purpose of adaptation to living with
or rehabilitation from a physical or mental disability as defined by
the relevant provisions of the Code of Iowa or by the Fair Housing
Amendments Act of 1988. A minimum distance of five hundred feet
(500') is required between each group home.
xi. “Group residential” means the use of a site for a residence by
more than four unrelated persons, not defined as a family, on a
weekly or longer basis. Typical uses would include fraternities,
sororities or college dormitories.
H.
i. “Heavy industry” means enterprises involved in the basic
processing and manufacturing of products, predominately from raw
materials, with noticeable noise, odor, vibration or air pollution
effects across property lines; or a use or process engaged in the
storage of or processes involving potentially or actually hazardous,
explosive, flammable, radioactive or other commonly recognized
hazardous materials. Outdoor storage is permitted with proper
screening. Examples include, but are not limited to, coal cleaning
plants with thermal dryers; coke oven batteries; carbon black plants
(furnace process); petroleum refineries; petroleum storage and
transfer units (except retail gasoline stations); and bulk fuel dealers;
Facilities used in the primary or secondary production of metals (e.g.,
primary zinc, copper, or lead smelters; primary aluminum ore
reduction plants; iron and steel mills; sintering plants; secondary
metal production plants; and blacksmith shops); portland cement
plants (not temporary batch plants); sawmills and pulp mills; mineral
plants; fossil fuel combustion (boilers or electricity generation)
totaling more than 250 million BTUs per hour of heat input;
fabrication of building materials such as countertops, drywall, and
cut stone; fabrication of vehicles, manufacturing equipment, durable
goods, or pre-fabricated homes or home components; drycleaner
processing plants; meat processing plants; glass and plastic product
manufacturing; hot mix asphalt plants; recycling collection and
processing; and fossil fuel or other waste-to-energy power plants.
ii. “Heavy retail” means retail and/or service activities that have
regular outside service or outside storage areas, larger than average
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enclosed floor areas devoted to commercial use, or partially enclosed
structures, that includes, but is not limited to permanent retail
operations that are located outside of enclosed buildings, except
nurseries; home centers; lumber and other building materials; lawn,
garden equipment, and related supply stores; warehouse clubs and
super stores; recreational equipment rental where the equipment is
stored outside; heavy truck or recreational vehicle leasing or sales;
and manufactured home sales.
iii. “Home occupation” means a business operated as an accessory
use to a residential dwelling unit and subject to special provisions
listed in Subsubsection 165.09.05.C, Home Occupation.
iv. “Hospital” means an institution, licensed by the state department
of health, providing primary health services and medical or surgical
care to persons, primarily inpatients, suffering from illness, disease,
injury, deformity, and other abnormal physical or mental conditions,
and including as an integral part of the institution, related facilities
such as laboratories, outpatient facilities, or training facilities.
v. “Hotel” means a building in which lodging or boarding and
lodging are provided and offered to the public for compensation, and
in which ingress and egress to and from all rooms is made through an
inside lobby or office supervised by a person in charge at all hours.
I.
i. “Impervious Surface” means any hard-surfaced, man-made area
that does not readily absorb or retain water, including but not limited
to building roofs, parking and driveway areas, graveled areas,
sidewalks, and paved recreation areas.
ii. “Impervious Surface Ratio” means a measure of the intensity of
land use, determined by dividing the total of all impervious surfaces
on a site by the gross site area.
iii. “Indoor recreation” means uses that provide recreation
opportunities indoors for the public (open to the community) or
residents of a subdivision or development, which are not commercial
in nature. This phrase includes:
a.

Community recreation centers

b.

Health and exercise clubs
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c.

Bowling alleys

d.

Movie theaters

e.

Dance halls

f.

Arcades

g.

Indoor skating

h.

Indoor swimming pools

i.

Other indoor athletic facilities

j.

Other functionally similar uses

J.
i. “Junkyard” means any area where waste, discarded, or salvaged
materials are bought, sold, exchanged, baled or packed, disassembled
or handled, including house wrecking yards, used lumber yards and
places or yards for storage of salvaged house wrecking and structural
steel materials and equipment, automobile, tractor, or machinery
wrecking and used parts yards, but not including areas where such
uses are conducted entirely within a completely enclosed building,
and not including the processing of used, discarded, or salvaged
materials as part of the manufacturing operation.
K.
i. “Kennel” means any building or lot on which five or more
domesticated animals more than six months of age are housed, bred,
boarded, trained, or sold. Also known as animal boarding.
L.
i. “Landscaped area” means the area within the boundaries of a
given lot, site or common development consisting primarily of plant
material, including but not limited to grass, trees, shrubs, vines,
ground cover, and other organic plant materials; or grass paver
masonry units installed such that the appearance of the area is
primarily landscaped.
ii. “Landscaped area, perimeter” means any required landscaped
area that adjoins the exterior boundary of a lot, site, or common
development.
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iii. “Landscaped area, interior” means any landscaped area within a
site exclusive of required perimeter landscaping. An interior
landscaped area will includes the parking lot.
iv. “Light industry” means establishments engaged in the
manufacture or processing of finished products from previously
prepared materials, including processing, fabrication, assembly,
treatment and packaging of such products entirely within an enclosed
structure, and incidental storage, sales and distribution. These
establishments are characterized by having no major external
environmental effects such as noise, odor, smoke and vibrations
across property lines and utilizing screening for storage areas.
Typical uses include, but are not limited to, dressed beef processing
plants, soft drink bottling, apparel assembly from fabrics, electronics,
manufacturing, print shops and publishing houses, lumber yards,
machine shops, monument sales yards, plumbing and heating shops.
v. “Live/work unit” means buildings or spaces within buildings that
are used jointly for commercial and residential purposes where the
residential use of the space is secondary or accessory to the primary
use as a place of work.
vi. “Livestock sales” means the use of a site for the temporary
confinement and exchange or sale of livestock. Typical uses include
sales barns.
vii. “Lot area” means the area of a horizontal plane bordered by the
front, side and rear lot lines.
viii.
“Lot, corner” means a lot abutting upon two or more streets
at their intersection.
ix. “Lot, depth of” means the mean horizontal distance between the
front and rear lot lines.
x. “Lot, double frontage” means a lot of record having a frontage
on two nonintersecting streets, as distinguished from a corner lot.
xi. “Lot, interior” means a lot other than a corner lot.
xii. “Lot lines” means the lines bounding a lot of record.
xiii.
“Lot of record” means a lot which is part of a subdivision,
the plat of which has been recorded in the office of the County
Recorder of Dubuque/Delaware County, or a parcel of land, the deed
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of which was recorded in the office of the County Recorder of
Dubuque/Delaware County prior to the adoption of Ordinance No.
285 on July 9, 1962.
xiv.
“Lot width” means the width of a lot of record measured at
the building line and at right angles to its depth.
xv. “Lowest floor” means the floor of the lowest enclosed area in a
building, including a basement except when all the following criteria
are met:
a.
In cases where the lowest enclosed area satisfies
criteria (1), (2), (3), and (4) above, the lowest floor is the
floor of the next highest enclosed area that does not satisfy
the criteria above.
M.
i. “Maintenance services” means a public facility supporting
maintenance, repair, vehicular or equipment servicing, material
storage, and similar activities including street or sewer yards,
equipment service centers, and similar uses having characteristics of
commercial services or contracting or industrial activities.
ii. “Manufactured home dwelling” means a factory built singlefamily dwelling structure which is to be used as a place for human
habitation, which is manufactured or constructed under the authority
of 42 U.S.C. Sec. 5403, Federal Manufactured Home Construction
and Safety Standards, and which is not constructed or equipped with
a permanent hitch or other device allowing it to be moved other than
to a permanent site; does not have permanently attached to its body
or frame any wheels or axles and is placed on a permanent
foundation. A mobile home constructed to the National
Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards promulgated
by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development is not a
manufactured home unless it has been converted to real property and
is taxed as a site-built dwelling as is provided in the Code of Iowa
Section 435.26 and is placed on a permanent foundation. For the
purpose of any of these regulations, manufactured homes are
considered the same as single-family detached dwellings.
iii. “Mobile home” means any vehicle without motive power used or
so manufactured or constructed as to permit its being used as a
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conveyance upon the public streets and highways and so designed,
constructed, or reconstructed as will permit the vehicle to be used as
a place for human habitation by one or more persons; but shall also
include any such vehicle with motive power not registered as a motor
vehicle in Iowa.
iv. “Mobile home park” means any site, lot, field or tract of land
upon which two or more occupied mobile homes are harbored, either
free of charge or for revenue purposes, and shall include any
building, structure, tent, vehicle or enclosure used or intended for use
as part of the equipment of such mobile home park. “Mobile home
park” shall not be construed to include mobile homes, buildings,
tents or other structures temporarily maintained by any individual,
educational institution, or company on their own premises and used
exclusively to house their own labor or students.
v. “Modular home” means a factory-built structure which is
manufactured or constructed to be used as a place for human
habitation, but which is not constructed or equipped with a
permanent hitch or other device allowing it to be attached or towed
behind a motor vehicle, and which does not have permanently
attached to its body or frame any wheels or axles. Modular homes
shall be subject to the same regulations as site-built homes.
N.
i. “Nonconforming building” means a building or portion thereof,
existing at the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter,
or amendments thereto, and which does not conform to the
provisions of this chapter or to the use regulations of the district in
which it is located.
ii. “Nonconforming lot” means a lot, the area, dimensions, or
location of which was lawful prior to the adoption, revision, or
amendment of the zoning ordinance which no longer conforms to the
zoning standards because of said revision or amendment.
iii. “Nonconforming use” means a use which lawfully occupied a
building or land at the time the ordinance codified in this chapter, or
amendment thereto, became effective, and which does not conform to
the use regulations of the district in which it is located.
O.
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i. “One-hundred-year flood” means the base flood having a one
percent chance of annual occurrence.
ii. "Open porch" means a roofed structure attached to the principal
building open on two or more sides, projecting not more than eight
feet within the front yard, not more than three feet within a side yard,
and not more than eight feet within a rear yard.
iii. “Outdoor commercial recreation” means uses that provide
commercial amusement outdoors that have higher traffic demands,
space requirements, and external effects, including, but not limited
to:
a.

Fairgrounds

b.

Amusement parks

c.

Mini golf

d.

Golf driving ranges

e.

Golf courses

iv. “Outdoor storage” means the outdoor storage or display of
materials on private property, parts, or products that are related to the
primary use of a site for a period exceeding forty-eight (48) hours.
v. “Overlay District” means a district which acts in conjunction
with the underlying zoning district or districts.
vi. “Owner” means any person, agent, firm, corporation, or
partnership that alone, jointly, or severally with others: (1) has legal
or equitable title to any premises, dwelling, or dwelling unit, with or
without accompanying actual possession thereof; or (2) has charge,
care, or control of any premises, dwelling or dwelling unit, as agent
of the owner or as executor, administrator, trustee, or guardian of the
estate of the beneficial owner. The person shown on the records of
the recorder of deeds of the county to be the owner of a particular
property shall be presumed to be the person in control of that
property.
P.
i. “Parcel” means one or more lots which are designated by the
owner or applicant as land to be used or developed as a unit, or which
has been developed as a unit.
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ii. “Park” means any public or private land available for
recreational, educational, cultural, or aesthetic use.
iii. “Parking lot” means an area of land, a yard, or other open space
off the street on a lot used for or designed for use by standing motor
vehicles together with a driveway connecting the parking lot with a
public place.
iv. “Parking space” means a surfaced area of not less than one
hundred eighty square feet, either within a structure or in the open,
exclusive of the driveway or access drives, for the parking of a motor
vehicle, and connected with a street or alley by a surfaced driveway
which provides satisfactory ingress for automobiles.
v. “Parking, Remote” means a parking lot that is not located on the
same lot as the principal use.
vi. “Parking structure” means a structure or portion thereof
composed of one or more levels or floors used exclusively for the
parking or storage of motor vehicles. A parking structure may be
totally below grade (as in an underground parking garage) or either
partially or totally above grade with those levels being either open or
enclosed.
vii. “Permit” means a document issued by the City of Dyersville
allowing a person to begin an activity provided for in this ordinance.
viii.
“Permitted use” means a land use type allowed as a matter of
right in a zoning district, subject only to special requirements of this
Zoning Ordinance.
ix. “Personal services” means establishments or places of business
primarily engaged in the provision of services of a personal nature.
Typical uses include beauty and barber shops; seamstress, tailor, or
shoe repair shops; photography studios; television or electronics
repair; or dry cleaning stations serving individuals and households.
Personal services include establishments providing for the
administration of massage or massage therapy carried out by persons
licensed by the State of Iowa under the provisions of Chapters 148,
148A, 148B, 148C, 149, 150, 150A, 151, 152, 152B, 152C, 157 or
158 of the Code of Iowa when performing massage services as a part
of the profession or trade for which licensed or persons performing
massage services under the direction of a person so licensed; or
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persons performing massage services or therapy pursuant to the
written direction of a licensed physician.
x. “Pet service” means any place or establishment, public or
private, where animals are bathed, clipped, or combed for the
purpose of enhancing their aesthetic value or health and for which a
fee is charged.
xi. “Place of assembly” means an indoor place where people gather
for civic or cultural purposes. The phrase "place of assembly"
includes place of worship, meeting hall, lecture hall, fraternal
organization, community center, or private club. The phrase "place of
assembly" does not include the phrase "indoor recreation.”
xii. “Postal facility” means postal services, including post offices,
bulk mail processing or sorting centers operated by the United States
Postal Service.
xiii.
“Portable storage unit” means a container that may be used to
transport goods, but may then also be stationary on a single site for
any period of time before or after transport. The term includes, but is
not limited to, truck containers, portable moving container (POD),
and shipping containers.
xiv.

"Premises" means a parcel of land.

xv. “Prohibited use” means a use not permitted in a zoning district.
Q.
R.
i. "Recreational vehicle" means all those small mobile units
principally designed for recreation pastime such as motor homes,
camper trailers, pickup campers, pop-up tent trailers, and similar
camping-type vehicles or trailers.
ii. “Refreshment/roadside stand” means a temporary structure used
for the purpose of selling agricultural or other consumable products
and located outside of all street rights-of-way.
iii. “Regulatory flood elevation” means elevation indicated on the
FIRM as the elevation of the one-hundred-year flood.
iv. “Regulatory flood protection elevation” means an elevation one
foot higher than the water surface elevation of the regulatory flood.
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v. “Restaurant” means a use engaged in the preparation and retail
sale of food and beverages for consumption on-site or off-site;
including the sale of alcoholic beverages on-site when conducted as a
secondary feature of the use, producing less than fifty percent (50%)
of the establishment’s gross income.
vi. “Restricted businesses” means adult entertainment businesses
which as a part or in the process of delivering goods and services
displays to its patrons specified sexual activities or specified
anatomical areas in printed form or through any form of
photographic medium or by use of male or female models.
vii. “Rezoning” means the action or process of assigning land or
property to a different category of restrictions on use and
development.
viii.
“Right-of-way” means a parcel of land upon which facilities
such as highways, railroads or utilities are constructed. It is the legal
right of a person, vehicle or utility to use this parcel of land, as
granted, to pass over property owned by another party.
ix. “Roof” means a structural covering over any portion of a
building or structure including projections beyond the walls or
supports of the building or structure.
S.
T.
i. “Tavern/bar” means a use engaged in the preparation and retail
sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises,
including taverns, bars, cocktail lounges, and similar uses other than
a restaurant as that term is defined herein.
ii. “Telecommunication tower” means a tower, pole, or similar
structure that supports a telecommunications antenna operated for
commercial purpose above ground in a fixed location, freestanding,
guyed, or on a building or other structures.
iii. “Truck terminal” means a facility for the receipt, transfer, short
term storage and dispatching of goods transported by truck.
U.
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i. “Urban Farming” means a lot over one acre, used to grow and
harvest food crops and/or non-food crops for personal or commercial
use. An orchard or tree farm that is a principal use is considered an
urban farm. An urban farm may be divided into plots for cultivation
by one or more individuals and/or groups or may be cultivated by
individuals and/or groups collectively. The products of an urban farm
may or may not be for commercial purposes.
ii. “Use” means the conduct of an activity, or the performance of a
function or operation, on a site or in a building or facility.
iii. “Utilities” means installations, either above or below ground,
necessary for the production, generation, transmission, delivery,
collection, treatment or storage of water, solid or fluid wastes, storm
water, energy media, gas, electronic or electromagnetic signals or
other services which are precedent to development and use of land.
V.
i. “Vehicle storage facilities” means long-term storage of operating
or non-operating vehicles for a period exceeding 21 days. Typical
uses include storage of private parking tow-away or impound yards
but exclude dismantling or salvage.
ii. “Veterinary” means veterinary services and hospitals for
animals. Typical uses include pet clinics, dog and cat hospitals, pet
cemeteries and crematoria, and veterinary hospitals for livestock and
large animals.
iii. “Violation” means a failure of a structure or other development
to be fully compliant with the City’s flood plain management
regulations. A structure or other development without the elevation
certificate, other certifications, or other evidence of compliance
required in this section is presumed to be in violation until such time
as that documentation is provided.
W.
i. “Warehousing (enclosed)” means uses including storage,
distribution and handling of goods and materials within enclosed
structures. Typical uses include wholesale distributors, storage
warehouses and van and storage companies.

CODE OF ORDINANCES, DYERSVILLE, IOWA
- 64 -

CHAPTER 165

ZONING REGULATIONS

ii. “Warehousing (open)” means uses including open-air storage,
distribution, and handling of goods and materials. Typical uses
include grain elevators and open storage yards.
iii. “Wind energy system” means kinetic energy present in wind
motion that can be converted to mechanical energy for driving
pumps, mills, and electric power generators.
X.
Y.
i. “Yard” means an open space on the same lot with a building,
unoccupied and unobstructed by any portion of the structure from the
ground upward, excepting as otherwise provided herein. In
measuring a lot for the purpose of determining the depth of a front
yard, or the depth of a rear yard, the least distance between the lot
line and the main building shall be used.
ii. “Yard, front” means a yard measured across the full width of the
lot and measured between the front lot line and the building or any
projections thereof, other than the projections of the usual steps or
unenclosed porches. On corner lots, the property owner shall be
entitled to choose which of the two (2) yards adjacent to the street
will be considered the front yard.
iii. “Yard, Interior Side” means a side yard located immediately
adjacent to another zoning lot or to an alley separating such side yard
from another zoning lot.
iv. “Yard, rear” means a yard extending across the full width of the
lot and measured between the rear lot line and the principal building
or any projections other than steps, unenclosed balconies, or porches.
On corner lots, the rear yard shall be considered as parallel to the
street upon which the lot has its least dimension. The rear yard shall,
in all cases, be at the opposite end of the lot from the front yard.
v. “Yard, side street” means the area extending between the front
yard and the rear yard or rear street yard and situated between the
side street lot line and the face of the principal building which is
parallel to, or most nearly parallel to, the side street lot line.
Z.
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i. “Zero lot line” means that the building setback is allowed to be
the same as the property line.
ii. “Zoning map” means the official zoning map adopted through
ordinance and subsequent amendments thereto by the City Council.
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ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS

165.05.01. Purpose. Zoning Districts are established in the Zoning Regulations to
promote compatible land use patterns and to establish site development regulations
appropriate to the purposes and specific nature of each district.
165.05.02. Application. A base district designation shall apply to each lot or site within
the city and its planning jurisdiction. A site must be in one base district. Overlay
districts may be applied to any lot or site or any portion thereof, in addition to a base
district designation.
165.05.03. Official Map.
A. Boundaries. The boundaries of these districts are indicated upon the
zoning map of the City, which map is made a part of this chapter by
references. The zoning map and all the notations, references, and other
matters shown thereon, shall be as much a part of this chapter as if the
notations, references, and other matters set forth by the map were all fully
described herein; the original of which is properly attested, and is on file in
the Council Chambers in City Hall.
B. File. The official zoning map which is on file in the Council Chambers
in City Hall and in a publicly accessible digital format on the City website
shall be entitled “Official Zoning Map” and bear the date of adoption and
shall bear certification of its authenticity by the Mayor and be attested to by
the signature of the City Clerk, together with the date of their signing.
C. Authority. The official zoning map, together with amending
ordinances, shall be the final authority as to the current zoning status of land
and water areas, buildings, and other structures in the City.
D. Conflicts. In the event of conflict between the official map and an
approved legal description of a property, the legal description will control.
165.05.04. Interpretation of District Boundaries. The district boundaries are either lot
lines, or the centerlines of streets, and alleys, and other identifiable rights-of-way,
unless otherwise shown, and where the districts designated are bounded approximately
by street, alley, or lot lines, and are not dimensioned otherwise, the lot lines or
centerlines of streets and alleys shall be construed to be the boundary of the district.
165.05.05. Annexations. All territory which may hereafter be annexed to the City shall
be considered as being in the A-1 Rural Restricted District until changed by ordinance,
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but a final zoning plan shall be adopted within six months of the annexation following
the procedures of this chapter.
165.05.06. Water Areas. All areas within the corporate limits of the City which are
under water, and not shown as included within any district, shall be subject to all
regulations of the district which immediately adjoins the water area, and to extend to
the centerline of the water.
165.05.07. Vacation of Streets and Alleys. Whenever a public street or alley is
vacated, the zoning district adjoining each side of such right-of-way shall be extended
out to the former centerline.
165.05.08. Conformance Required. Except as hereinafter specified, no building or
structure shall be erected, converted, enlarged, reconstructed, moved or structurally
altered, nor shall any building or land be used which does not comply with all of the
district regulations established by this chapter for the district in which the building or
land is located.
165.05.09. Hierarchy. References in Chapter 165 to less intensive or more intensive
districts shall be deemed to refer to those agricultural, residential, commercial, and
industrial base zoning districts established in Subsection 165.05.10, Establishment of
Districts, and shall represent a progression from the AG Agricultural District as the
least intensive to the I-3 Heavy Industrial District as the most intensive.
165.05.10. Establishment of Districts. In order to classify, regulate and restrict the
location of trade, industries, and the location of buildings designed for specified uses, to
regulate and limit the height and bulk of buildings hereafter erected or altered, to
regulate and limit the intensity of the use of lot areas, and to regulate and determine the
area of yards, courts, and other open spaces within and surrounding such buildings, the
City is divided into eleven districts. The use, height, and area regulations are uniform
in each class of district, and the districts shall be known as:
A.

Summary Table.
i. A-1 Rural Restricted District. The A-1 district provides for and
preserves the agricultural and rural use of land, while
accommodating extremely low density residential development
generally associated with agricultural uses. This district is designed
to maintain permanent and comprehensive agricultural uses existing
within Dyersville and the Dyersville extra-territorial jurisdiction. The
A-1 district recognizes that major agriculture has industrial aspects
and negative effects on nearby neighborhoods that often create
conflicts between agricultural and residential uses. In addition, land
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included in the Urban Reserve in the Comprehensive Plan should be
retained in the A-1 District to prevent premature or inappropriate
development.
ii. A-2 Rural Residential. The A-2 district provides for the rural
residential use of land, accommodating limited agriculture and very
low-density residential environments. A-2 districts do not permit
comprehensive agriculture and are intended for areas where farming
is not a primary, permanent land use. Subdivisions in A-2 districts
can be developed to rural standards, with gravel roads, surface
drainage, and individual water and wastewater management systems.
In parts of the Dyersville jurisdiction with distinctive landforms,
conservation development design is required to maintain the
character of the land. These areas are designated by the Floodplain
Overlay District and are subject to special standards and planning
procedures set forth in Subsection 165.06.21, Floodplain Overlay
District.
iii. R-1 Single-family Residential District. The R-1 district is
intended to provide for low-density residential neighborhoods,
characterized by single-family dwellings with supporting community
facilities and urban services. Its regulations are intended to minimize
traffic congestion and to assure that density is consistent with the
carrying capacity of infrastructure and existing neighborhood
character or that desired in the future consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan.
iv. R-2 Medium Density Residential District. The R-2 district is
intended to provide for medium-density residential neighborhoods,
characterized by single-family and lower density multi-family
dwellings. It adapts to both established and developing
neighborhoods, as well as transitional areas between single-family,
higher density multi-family neighborhoods, and neighborhood
commercial areas. Its regulations are intended to minimize traffic
congestion and to assure that density is consistent with the carrying
capacity of infrastructure and existing neighborhood character or that
desired in the future consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.
v. R-3 Urban Residential District. The R-3 district is intended to
provide locations primarily for all housing types and densities, with
supporting and appropriate community facilities. It also permits some
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non-residential uses to permit the development of mixed-use
neighborhoods.
vi. C-1 Neighborhood Commercial District. The C-1 district
supports neighborhood convenience uses, with building and site
design standards that are compatible and cohesive with abutting and
adjacent residential uses.
vii. C-2 General Commercial District. The C-2 district
accommodates a variety of commercial uses, some of which have
significant traffic or visual effect. These districts may include
commercial uses which are oriented to services, including automotive
services, rather than retail activities. These uses may create land use
conflicts with adjacent residential areas, requiring provision of
adequate buffering.
viii. C-3 Downtown Commercial District. The C-3 district is
intended to provide appropriate development regulations for
Downtown Dyersville. Mixed uses are encouraged within the CBD
District with the primary use type being commercial. The grouping
of uses with retail as the primary use type is designed to strengthen
the town center’s role as a center for trade, service, and civic life.
ix. I-1 Light Industrial District. The I-1 district is designed for
limited industrial uses that are in an urban setting. These facilities
provide services to local residents and are appropriate as transitions
between commercial or residential areas. They usually include
extensive landscaping and good visual and pedestrian relationships
among buildings.
x. I-2 Mixed Industrial District. The I-2 district is intended for the
location of industrial uses with relatively limited environmental
effects. The district is designed to provide appropriate space and
regulations to encourage good quality industrial development that is
buffered from lower intensity uses when necessary, while assuring
that facilities are served with adequate infrastructure and site area.
xi. I-3 Heavy Industrial District. The I-3 district is intended to
accommodate a wide variety of industrial uses, especially those
which may have significant external effects. These uses may have
operating characteristics that create conflicts with lower-intensity
surrounding land uses. The district provides the reservation of land
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for these activities and includes buffering requirements to reduce
incompatibility.
xii. P-1 Public and Institutional District. The P-1 district
accommodates a variety of public and Institutional uses. Examples
include civic buildings, schools, places of assembly, hospitals,
medical campuses, and elder care facilities. The district is designed
to provide appropriate space and development regulations to
accommodate the unique needs of these uses.
xiii. PC Parks and Conservation District. The Parks and
Conservation District accommodates Dyersville’s policies, including
the Comprehensive Plan, to retain large areas of environmental
importance for conservation and recreational purposes. These include
area currently designated at public parks, river corridors, and existing
greenways. Other areas may be designated in accordance with the
policies of the Comprehensive Plan. Legal descriptions of the zoning
district may be uses and required where natural features do not
follow existing lot line or boundaries described in Subsection
165.05.03, Official Map.
xiv. Planned Unit Development District. The PUD Planned Unit
Development District is intended to provide flexibility in the design
of planned projects; to permit innovation in project design that
incorporates open space and other amenities; and to insure
compatibility of developments with the surrounding urban
environment.
xv. Floodplain Overlay District. The Floodplain Overlay District
protects areas designated as floodplain or floodway by the Federal
Emergency Management Association (FEMA) for significant
development that would increase natural flooding boundaries.
xvi. Historic Overlay District. The Historic Overlay District
enables the adoption of special performance and development
standards in combination with site development regulations of a base
district for areas of special historical or architectural significance
within the City of Dyersville. The District recognizes the importance
of historically and architecturally significant districts to the character
of Dyersville and provides for their conservation.
xvii. Neighborhood Conservation Overlay. The Neighborhood
Conservation Overlay District allows special deviations and
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exceptions for subdivisions formed when Dyersville was first
developed. Standards accommodate the character of these existing
neighborhoods as special areas in Dyersville that should be
conserved while catering to property owner needs.
165.05.11. Land Uses. This section describes which land uses are permitted,
conditional subject to special standards and processes, and prohibited in each zoning
district.
165.05.12. Application. The standards listed in the Subsection 165.05.13, Use Matrix
apply to development on all parcels in the City of Dyersville upon the effective date of
this chapter. Existing uses that do not comply with the Use Matrix, shall be subject to
the requirements of Subsection 165.11.05, Non-conforming Uses.
165.05.13. Use Matrix. Within zoning districts in Dyersville, different uses are
permitted with different conditions. These are displayed in the Use Matrix. Levels of
permission include:
A. Uses permitted by right. These uses are permitted subject to issuance
of a building permit by the Building Official, subject only to compliance
with all regulations of this Ordinance. Uses permitted by right might be
subject to supplemental regulations contained in this Ordinance. These uses
are indicated in the Use Matrix by a “P” in the applicable cell.
B. Conditional Uses. These uses are subject to approval of a Conditional
Use Permit by the Board of Adjustment, following the procedure set forth in
Subsubsection 165.03.04.K, Conditional Use Permit. These uses are
indicated in the Use Matrix by a “C” in the applicable cell.
C. Site plan approval. Some use types require supplemental regulations
and approval by the Zoning Administrator/Building Official or the
Commission and Council, based on specific criteria for review. This
procedure is set forth in Subsubsection 165.03.04.I, Site Plan Review.
These uses are indicated in the Use Matrix by an asterisk (*) following the
citing of a specific use type.
D.

Agricultural Uses

165.05.13.01 Permitted Agricultural Uses
Use Types

A-1

A-2

R-1

R-2

R-3

C-1

C-2

C-3

I-1

Agricultural Uses
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Use Types

A-1

A-2

R-1

Agriculture

P

C

C

Animal Production

P

C

Animal Raising,
Personal

P

P

Commercial
Feedlots/Operations

C

Community Garden

P

P

Livestock Sales

C

Urban Farming

P

E.

R-2

R-3

C

C

C

P*

P*

P*

C-1

C-2

C-3

I-1

I-2

I-3

P*

P-1

PC

P*

P

P
P

C

C

C

C

Residential Uses

165.05.13.01 Permitted Residential Uses
Use Types

A-1

A-2

R-1

R-2

Boarding Home

R-3

C-1

C-2

C-3

P

P

P

P

Child Care Center
Child Care Home

P

P

P

P

P

P

Child
Development
Home

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

Dwelling, SingleFamily Detached

P

P

P

P

P

P

C

C

Dwelling, SingleFamily Attached

C

P

P

P

C

C

Dwelling, twofamily (duplex)

C

P

P

P

P

C

P*

P

P

P

C

Dwelling, MultiFamily

I-1
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Use Types

A-1

A-2

R-1

R-2

R-3

C-1

C-2

C-3

I-1

I-2

I-3

P-1

PC

(apartment,
multiplex)
Group Residential

P

Home Occupation

P*

P*

P*

P*

Live/Work Unit
Manufactured
Home Dwelling

P

P

P

P

Mobile Home Park
Short-term rental

F.

P

P*

P*

P*

P*

P

P

P

P*

P

P

P

C

P

P

P

C
P

P

P

P

P

Civic, Public, and Institutional Uses

165.05.13.01 Permitted Civic, Public, and Institutional Uses
Use Types

A-1

A-2

R-1

R-2

R-3

Administration
Animal Shelter
and Kennels

P

P*

Campground

P*

C

Cemetery

P

C-1

C-2

C-3

I-1

I-2

P

P

P

P

P

P*

P*

P

P

I-3

P-1

PC

P

P

P*

P*

C

Convalescent
Home

P

Education
(primary)

P

Education
(secondary)

P

Education
(university)

P

Family Home

P

P

P

P

P
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Use Types

A-1

A-2

R-1

R-2

Group Care

R-3

C-1

C-2

C-3

I-1

I-2

I-3

P*

Group Home

P

P

P

Hospital, Clinics,
Urgent Care
Indoor Recreation

C

Outdoor
Commercial
Recreation

C

P

P

C

P

P

C

P

P

C

P*

P*

P*

P

P

P

C

P

P

P*

C

P

C

P

P
P*

C

P

P*

C

P

P

P

Park & Recreation

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

C

P

P

P

P

Place of Assembly

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P

P

P

P

P

P

C

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

C-1

C-2

C-3

I-1

I-2

I-3

C

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P

C

P

P

P

P

C

P

P

P

P*

C

P

P

P

Postal Facilities
Safety and
Maintenance
Services

G.

P

PC

P*

C

Parking Structure
or Lot

P-1

P

P
C

Commercial Uses

165.05.13.01 Permitted Commercial Uses
Use Types

A-1

A-2

R-1

R-2

R-3

Alcoholic Beverage
Sales
Automobile
Rental/Sales
Automobile and
Equipment Repair
Services

C

Car Wash
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Use Types

A-1

A-2

R-1

R-2

R-3

Commercial use
with drive-through
facility

C-1

C-2

C-3

I-1

I-2

I-3

P*

P*

C

P*

P

P

P

P

P

Construction
Sales/Service
Food Services, no
drive thru

P*

Food Services,
with drive thru
Funeral Service

P

P*

P

P*

P

P

P

P*

P*

C

P*

P

P

P

P

C

P

P

P

P

C

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P*

P*

C

P*

P

P

Gas Station
General Office, no
drive thru

C

General Office,
with drive thru
General Retail

C

P*

P

P

P

P

P

General Services

C

P

P

P

P

P

P

Heavy Retail

P*

C

P*

P

P

Hotels

P

C

P

P

P

P

P

Mixed-Use

P*

P*

Movie Theater
Personal Services

C
C

P*

P

P

P

P

P

Pet Services

P*

P

P

P

P

P

Restaurants
(Drive-in)

P*

P

C

P

P

P

Restaurants
(General)

P*

P

P

P

P

P
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Use Types

A-1

A-2

R-1

R-2

R-3

C-1

C-2

C-3

I-1

I-2

I-3

P*

P*

P

P

P

P*

P

P

P

P

P

Restricted
Business (Adult
Entertainment)
Tavern/Bar

C

Vehicle Storage
Facilities

C

C

Veterinary

H.

P

P

C

P-1

PC

P-1

PC

Industrial Uses

165.05.13.01 Permitted Industrial Uses
Use Types

A-1

A-2

R-1

R-2

R-3

C-1

Farm Equipment
Rental and Sales

C-2

C-3

I-1

I-2

I-3

P

C

P

P

P

P*

P

P

P

P

Construction Yards
Extraction

C

Heavy Industry
Junk Yards
Landfill, Refuse,
and Compost
Disposal

C
C

C

Light Industry
Self-Storage
Facility (Primarily
indoor)

C

C

Truck Terminal
Warehousing
(Enclosed)

C

P*

P

P

P*

P*

P

P

C

P*

P

P

P

P

P
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Use Types

A-1

A-2

R-1

R-2

R-3

C-1

C-2

C-3

Warehousing
(Open)
Well Drilling
services

C

I-1

I-2

I-3

C

P

P

P

P

P

Heavy
Manufacturing

I.

P-1

PC

P-1

PC

P

Miscellaneous Uses

165.05.13.01 Permitted Miscellaneous Uses
Use Types

A-1

A-2

R-1

R-2

R-3

C-1

C-2

C-3

I-1

I-2

I-3

C

P*

P*

P*

P*

P

P

P

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

C

C

P*

C

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

Airport
Broadcasting
Center

P*

Electrical
Substation

P*

P*

SES (Solar Energy
System) Primary
Use

P*

P*

Telecommunication
Tower

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

Utilities

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

WECS (Small Wind
Energy System)

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

J. Uses that are Not Listed. Uses that are not listed are subject to the
requirements below in determining their application in the Zoning
Ordinance.
i. If a proposed use is not specified in Subsection 165.05.13, Use
Matrix, the Administrator has the authority to decide that the use is
either a subcategory of a permitted or conditional use or a use that is
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functionally similar to a permitted or conditional use. If the
Administrator authorizes the use, then all standards of the similar use
apply.
ii. If the Administrator determines that a proposed use is not a
subcategory of or functionally similar to a permitted or conditional
use than the use is prohibited.
165.05.14. Accessory and Temporary Uses. Accessory and temporary uses and
structures are permitted in any district in connection with any principal use lawfully
existing within such district when located in the same district as the principal use or in
an adjoining district in which the principal use is permitted. Accessory uses, and
accessory buildings and structures include, but are not limited to, those set out in Table
165.05.14.01, Permitted Accessory and Temporary Uses.
165.05.14.01 Permitted Accessory and Temporary Uses
Use Types

A-1

A-2

R-1

R-2

R-3

Accessory Dwelling
Unit

P

P

P*

P*

P*

Building mounted
telecommunication
antennas

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

Home Occupation

P

P

P

P

P

C-1

C-2

C-3

I-1

I-2

I-3

P-1

PC

P

Human care
incidental to a
permitted use

P

Outdoor storage

P

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P

P

P*

Parking lots

P

P*

P*

P*

P*

P*

P

P

P

P

P

P

P*

P*

P*

P

P

P

Portable storage
units/Shipping
containers
Private Garage

P

P

P

P

P

Private pool or
recreational
equipment

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P
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A-1

A-2

R-1

R-2

R-3

C-1

C-2

C-3

I-1

I-2

I-3

P-1

PC

C

P

Refreshment or
roadside stand

C

Sheds and storm
shelters

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Solar energy
systems*

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Storage garages

P

P*

P*

P

P

P

P

P

P*

P*

Temporary
Construction
Buildings

C

C

C

C

C

C

P

C

P

P

P

P*

P*

Temporary
Construction
Equipment or
Yards

P*

C

C

C

C

C

P*

P*

P*

P

P

P*

P*

P

A. General Requirements. No accessory structure or use shall be
constructed or established on any lot prior to the time of the substantial
completion of the construction of the principal structure to which it is
accessory and shall comply with the regulations of the applicable zoning
district.
B. Supplemental Standards. Specific standards, where applicable, are
described in Section 165.09, Supplemental Standards and Subsubsection
165.09.12.E Accessory Use Standards for development regulations.
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SITE DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

165.06.01. Purpose. Site Development Regulations are established to promote
compatible land use patterns, appropriate to the purposes and specific nature of each
district.
165.06.02. Application. The regulations apply to all sites, in each respective zoning
district, including development and redevelopment, in the City of Dyersville except
where explicitly listed as excluded in this ordinance.
165.06.03. District Types. Districts are classified as base district and overlay districts.
Overlay districts are indicated with Overlay in the district title as shown in Section
165.05.10. Overlay Districts are used in combination with Base Districts to modify or
expand base district regulations. They adapt to the special needs of areas of the city
and further allow Dyersville’s Zoning Ordinance to evolve as the planning and
development needs and trends of specific areas also change. The Overlay Districts are
designed to achieve the following objectives:
A. To recognize special conditions in specific parts of the City which
require
B.

specific regulation.

C. To provide for the protection of special features in the natural and built
environment of the city.
D. To allow for change and adaptability to different needs and trends in
land development.
E. To encourage comprehensive neighborhood and environmental
planning in the city, and to protect the integrity of vital city services.
F. To provide flexibility in development and to encourage innovative
design through comprehensively planned projects.
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165.06.04. A-1 Rural Restricted District. The A-1 district provides for and preserves
the agricultural and rural use of land, while accommodating extremely low-density
residential development generally associated with agricultural uses.
A.

A-1 Site Development Regulations

165.06.04.01 A-1 Site Development Regulations
Regulator

1-Family Units

Other Permitted Uses

Minimum Lot Area

10 acres

20 acres

Minimum Lot Width (feet)

200 feet

200 feet

Front Yard

50 feet

50 feet

Side Yard

15 feet

15 feet

Street Side Yard

40 feet

40 feet

Rear Yard

50 feet

50 feet

2.5 stories or 35 feet

35 feet; 50 feet for farm
buildings; 100 feet for
grain storage structures

Maximum Building Coverage

None

None

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio

None

None

Minimum Yards (feet)

Maximum Height (feet)
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165.06.05. A-2 Rural Residential District. The A-2 district provides for the rural
residential use of land, accommodating limited agriculture and very low-density
residential environments. A-2 districts do not permit comprehensive agriculture and
are intended for areas where farming is not a primary, permanent land use.
A.

A-2 Site Development Regulations.

165.06.05.01 A-2 Site Development Regulations
1-Family Units

1-Family Units
(on-site utilities)

Other Permitted
Uses

1 acre

2 acres

N/A

100 feet

175 feet

N/A

Front Yard

40 feet

40 feet

50 feet

Side Yard

15 feet

15 feet

25 feet

Street Side Yard

40 feet

40 feet

50 feet

Rear Yard

50 feet

75 feet

100 feet

Maximum Height (feet)

35 feet

35 feet

35 feet

Maximum Building Coverage

15%

10%

15%

Maximum Impervious Surface
Ratio

25%

25%

25%

Regulator
Minimum Lot Area
Minimum Lot Width (feet)
Minimum Yards (feet)
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165.06.06. R-1 Single-Family Residential District. The R-1 district is intended to
provide for low-density residential neighborhoods, characterized by single-family
dwellings with supporting community facilities and urban services.
A.

R-1 Site Development Regulations

165.06.06.01 R-1 Site Development Regulations
Single-Family
Detached
Dwelling

Single-Family
Dwelling
Attached 1

Two-Family
Dwelling,
Duplex

Other
Permitted
Uses

N/A

N/A 2

4,000
square feet
per unit

N/A

7,200 square
feet

7,200 square
feet

8,000
square feet

10,000
square feet

6.05

6.05

10.89

60 feet

40 feet

70 feet

80 feet

Front Yard

30 feet

30 feet

30 feet

35 feet

Side Yard

8 feet

8 feet 3

8 feet

8 feet

Street Side Yard

15 feet

15 feet

15 feet

15 feet

Rear Yard

35 feet

25 feet

35 feet

35 feet

Maximum Height
(principal structure)

2.5 stories

2.5 stories

2.5 stories

2.5 stories

Maximum Height
(accessory structure)

1.0 stories, not
taller than the
principal
building

1.0 stories,
not taller than
the principal
building

1.0 stories,
not taller
than the
principal
building

1.0 stories,
not taller
than the
principal
building

30%

30%

30%

30%

Regulator

Minimum Site Area per
Housing Unit
Minimum Lot Area
Density (dwelling units
per acre)
Minimum Lot Width
(feet)
Minimum Yards (feet)

Maximum Building
Coverage
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Regulator
Maximum Impervious
Surface Ratio

Single-Family
Detached
Dwelling

Single-Family
Dwelling
Attached 1

Two-Family
Dwelling,
Duplex

Other
Permitted
Uses

55%

55%

60%

55%

Notes:
1. Individual buildings are limited to two dwelling units.
2. Each unit must be on an individually platted lot
3. Does not apply to interior lot line of attached units on individually platted lots
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165.06.07. R-2 Medium Density Residential District. The R-2 district is intended to
provide for medium-density residential neighborhoods, characterized by single-family
and lower density multi-family dwellings.
A.

R-2 Site Development Regulations

165.06.07.01 R-2 Site Development Regulations
Single-Family
Detached
Dwelling

Regulator

Site Area per
Housing Unit

SingleFamily
Dwelling
Attached 1

Two-Family
Dwelling,
Duplex

Multifamily 2

3,000
square feet

3,000
square feet

2,500
square feet

Other
Permitted
Uses

6,000
square
feet

Minimum Lot Area

6,000 square
feet

3,000
square feet

6,000
square feet

10,000
square feet

Density (dwelling
units per acre)

7.26

14.52

14.52

17.424

50 feet

30 feet per
unit

60 feet

90 feet

50 feet

Front Yard

30 feet

30 feet

30 feet

30 feet

30 feet

Side Yard

6 feet

6 feet 3

6 feet

10 feet

6 feet

Street Side Yard

15 feet

15 feet

15 feet

25 feet

15 feet

Rear Yard

25 feet

20 feet

25 feet

30 feet

30 feet

Maximum Height
(principal structure)

2.5 stories

2.5 stories

2.5 stories

45 feet

2.5
stories

Maximum Height
(accessory structure)

1.0 stories,
not taller
than the
principal
building

1.0 stories,
not taller
than the
principal
building

1.0 stories,
not taller
than the
principal
building

1.0 stories,
not taller
than the
principal
building

1.0
stories,
not taller
than the
principal
building

Minimum Lot Width
(feet)
Minimum Yards
(feet)
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Single-Family
Detached
Dwelling

SingleFamily
Dwelling
Attached 1

Two-Family
Dwelling,
Duplex

Multifamily 2

Other
Permitted
Uses

Maximum Building
Coverage

40%

50%

40%

60%

50%

Maximum
Impervious Surface
Ratio

65%

70%

70%

80%

80%

Regulator

Notes:
1. No more than four units may be attached in a single-family dwelling structure within the R2 District
2. No more than four units are permitted in any single multi-family development in the R-2
District
3. Does not apply to interior lot line of attached units on individually platted lots
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165.06.08. R-3 Urban Residential District. The R-3 district is intended to provide
locations primarily for all housing types and densities, with supporting and appropriate
community facilities. It also permits some non-residential uses to permit the
development of mixed-use neighborhoods.
A.

R-3 Site Development Regulations

165.06.08.01 R-3 Site Development Regulations
SingleFamily
Detached
Dwelling

SingleFamily
Dwelling
Attached

TwoFamily
Dwelling,
Duplex

Multifamily

2,000 square
feet

2,200
square feet

2,000
square
feet

Minimum Lot Area

4,400
square feet

2,000 square
feet

4,400
square feet

10,000
square
feet

Density (dwelling
units per acre)

9.9

21.78

19.8

21.78

40 feet

20 feet

50 feet

70 feet

50 feet

Front Yard

15 feet

15 feet

20 feet

20 feet

20 feet

Side Yard

5 feet

5 feet 1

5 feet

10 feet

6 feet

Street Side Yard

15 feet

15 feet

15 feet

15 feet

15 feet

Rear Yard

20 feet

20 feet

20 feet

20 feet

30 feet

Maximum Height
(principal structure)

2.5 stories

2.5 stories

2.5 stories

45 feet

2.5
stories

Maximum Height
(accessory structure)

1.0 stories,
not taller
than the
principal
building

1.0 stories,
not taller
than the
principal
building

1.0 stories,
not taller
than the
principal
building

1.0
stories,
not taller
than the

1.0
stories,
not taller
than the

Regulator

Site Area per Housing
Unit

Minimum Lot Width
(feet)

Other
Permitted
Uses

6,000
square
feet

Minimum Yards (feet)
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SingleFamily
Detached
Dwelling

Regulator

SingleFamily
Dwelling
Attached

TwoFamily
Dwelling,
Duplex

Multifamily

Other
Permitted
Uses

principal
building

principal
building

Maximum Building
Coverage

50%

70%

50%

70%

70%

Maximum Impervious
Surface Ratio

70%

90%

75%

90%

90%

Notes:
1. Does not apply to interior lot line of attached units on individually platted lots
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165.06.09. C-1 Neighborhood Commercial District. The C-1 district supports
neighborhood convenience uses, with building and site design standards that are
compatible and cohesive with abutting and adjacent residential uses.
A.

C-1 Site Development Regulations

165.06.09.01 C-1 Site Development Regulations
Permitted
Uses

Permitted
Uses
Adjacent
to A or R 1

Minimum Lot Area

None

None

Minimum Lot Width (feet)

None

None

15 feet

None

0 feet

10 feet

15 feet

None

None

20 feet

35 feet

35 feet

Not taller
than the
principal
building

Not taller
than the
principal
building

Maximum Building Coverage

40%

40%

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio

70%

60%

Front Yard

10 feet

10 feet

Side Yard

None

None

10 feet

10 feet

None

None

Permitted
Residential
Uses

Regulator

Minimum Yards (feet)
Front Yard
Side Yard

Same
standards
as the R-3
High
Density
Residential
District

Street Side Yard
Rear Yard
Maximum Height (principal structure)

Maximum Height (accessory structure)

Parking Lot Setback (feet)

Street Side Yard
Rear Yard
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Permitted
Residential
Uses

Regulator

Permitted
Uses

Permitted
Uses
Adjacent
to A or R 1

Notes
1. Additional standards may apply for uses adjacent to residential uses. Refer to Section
165.09 Supplemental Site Regulations

2. Additional design standards for non-residential uses listed in Section 165.09 Supplemental
Site Regulations
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165.06.10. C-2 General Commercial District. The C-2 district accommodates a
variety of commercial uses, some of which have significant traffic or visual effects.
A.

C-2 Site Development Regulations

165.06.10.01 C-2 Site Development Regulations

Permitted Uses

Permitted
Uses
Adjacent
to A or R 1

Minimum Lot Area

None

None

Minimum Lot Width (feet)

None

None

Front Yard

15 feet

25 feet

Side Yard

0 feet

25 feet

Street Side Yard

15 feet

25 feet

None

40 feet

45 feet

35 feet 2

Maximum Height (accessory
structure)

Not taller than the
principal building

Not taller
than the
principal
building

Maximum Building Coverage

50%

50%

Maximum Impervious Surface
Ratio

75%

75%

Front Yard

10 feet

10 feet

Side Yard

None

10 feet

10 feet

10 feet

None

10 feet

Permitted
Residential Uses

Regulator

Minimum Yards (feet)

Rear Yard
Maximum Height (principal
structure)

Same standards as
the R-3 High Density
Residential District

Parking Lot Setback (feet)

Street Side Yard
Rear Yard
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Permitted
Residential Uses

Regulator

Permitted Uses

Permitted
Uses
Adjacent
to A or R 1

Notes
1. Additional standards may apply for uses adjacent to residential uses. Refer to Section
165.09 Supplemental Site Regulations

2. Increases in height allowed with additional yard setbacks described in Section 165.09
Supplemental Site Regulations
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165.06.11. C-3 Downtown Commercial District. The C-3 district is intended to
provide appropriate development regulations for Downtown Dyersville.
A.

C-3 Site Development Regulations

165.06.11.01 C-3 Site Development Regulations
Permitted Uses 2

Other uses adjacent to
R

Site Area per Housing Unit

Note 1

N/A

Minimum Lot Area

None

None

Minimum Lot Width (feet)

None

None

Front Yard

15 foot max.

None

Side Yard

None

10 feet

Street Side Yard

None

None

Rear Yard

None

10 feet

45 feet

3 stories

Maximum Building Coverage

None

None

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio

None

None

Regulator

Minimum Yards (feet)

Maximum Height (feet)

Notes
1. Residential unit sizes and site areas subject to all building and fire codes, including for
mixed-use developments
2. Uses in the C-3 district may include public and institutional uses and parks which shall
follow the C-3 site development standards and are not classified in the P-1 or PC zoning
district.
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165.06.12. I-1 Light Industrial District. The I-1 district is designed to allow light
industrial uses with primarily indoor operations and limited external impacts. Uses are
more compatible as transitions from industrial to commercial or high density residential
uses with adequate buffering.
A.

I-1 Site Development Regulations

165.06.12.01 I-1 Site Development Regulations
Permitted Uses

Permitted Uses
Adjacent to R 1

Minimum Lot Area

None

10,000 square feet

Minimum Lot Width (feet)

None

50 feet

Front Yard

40 feet

40 feet

Side Yard

10 feet

50 feet

Street Side Yard

25 feet

40 feet

15 feet (40 feet on
double frontage lots)

50 feet

50 feet

45 feet

Maximum Height (accessory
structure)

Not taller than the
principal building

Not taller than the
principal building

Maximum Building Coverage

70%

70%

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio

80%

80%

Front Yard

15 feet

15 feet

Side Yard

None

15 feet

10 feet

15 feet

None

15 feet

Regulator

Minimum Yards (feet)

Rear Yard
Maximum Height (principal structure)

Parking Lot Setback (feet)

Street Side Yard
Rear Yard
Notes
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Regulator

Permitted Uses

Permitted Uses
Adjacent to R 1

1. Additional standards may apply for uses adjacent to residential uses. Refer to Section
165.09 Supplemental Site Regulations
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165.06.13. I-2 Mixed Industrial District. The I-2 district is intended for the location of
industrial uses with relatively limited environmental effects that may include areas of
outdoor operations.
A.

I-2 Site Development Regulations

165.06.13.01 I-2 Site Development Regulations
Permitted Uses

Permitted Uses
Adjacent to R 1

Minimum Lot Area

None

10,000 square feet

Minimum Lot Width (feet)

None

50 feet

Front Yard

40 feet

40 feet

Side Yard

None

100 feet

25 feet

40 feet

15 feet (40 feet on
double frontage lots)

100 feet

60 feet

50 feet 2

Maximum Height (accessory
structure)

Not taller than the
principal building

Not taller than the
principal building

Maximum Building Coverage

70%

70%

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio

85%

85%

Front Yard

10 feet

15 feet

Side Yard

None

15 feet

10 feet

15 feet

None

15 feet

Regulator

Minimum Yards (feet)

Street Side Yard
Rear Yard
Maximum Height (principal structure)

Parking Lot Setback (feet)

Street Side Yard
Rear Yard
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Regulator

Permitted Uses

Permitted Uses
Adjacent to R 1

Notes
1. Additional standards may apply for uses adjacent to residential uses. Refer to Section
165.09 Supplemental Site Regulations

2. Increases in height allowed with additional yard setbacks described in Section 165.09
Supplemental Site Regulations
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165.06.14. I-3 Heavy Industrial District. The I-3 district is intended to accommodate a
wide variety of industrial uses, especially those which may have significant external
effects.
A.

I-3 Site Development Regulations

165.06.14.01 I-3 Site Development Regulations
Permitted Uses

Permitted Uses
Adjacent to R 1

Minimum Lot Area

None

None

Minimum Lot Width (feet)

None

None

Front Yard

40 feet

75 feet

Side Yard

None

100 feet

25 feet

75 feet

15 feet (40 feet on
double frontage lots)

100 feet

None

60 feet 2

Maximum Height (accessory
structure)

Not taller than the
principal building

Not taller than the
principal building

Maximum Building Coverage

70%

70%

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio

90%

90%

Front Yard

10 feet

15 feet

Side Yard

None

15 feet

10 feet

15 feet

None

15 feet

Regulator

Minimum Yards (feet)

Street Side Yard
Rear Yard
Maximum Height (principal structure)

Parking Lot Setback (feet)

Street Side Yard
Rear Yard
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Regulator

Permitted Uses

Permitted Uses
Adjacent to R 1

Notes
1. Additional standards may apply for uses adjacent to residential uses. Refer to 165.09
Supplemental Site Regulations

2. Increases in height allowed with additional yard setbacks described in Section 165.09
Supplemental Site Regulations
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165.06.15. P-1 Public and Institutional District. The P-1 district accommodates a
variety of public and Institutional uses. Examples include civic buildings, schools,
places of assembly, hospitals, medical campuses, and elder care facilities.
A.

P-1 Site Development Regulations

165.06.15.01 P-1 Site Development Regulations
Permitted Uses 2, 3

Permitted Uses
Adjacent to R 1

Minimum Lot Area

None

None

Minimum Lot Width (feet)

None

None

Front Yard

25 feet

25 feet

Side Yard

5 feet

25 feet

Street Side Yard

25 feet

25 feet

Rear Yard

25 feet

25 feet

Maximum Height (principal structure)

45 feet

45 feet

Maximum Height (accessory structure)

1 story

1 story

Maximum Building Coverage

40%

40%

Maximum Impervious Surface Ratio

70%

70%

Front Yard

8 feet

10 feet

Side Yard

None

10 feet

Street Side Yard

8 feet

10 feet

Rear Yard

None

10 feet

Regulator

Minimum Yards (feet)

Parking Lot Setback (feet)

Notes
1. Additional standards may apply for uses adjacent to residential uses. Refer to Section
165.09 Supplemental Site Regulations
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Permitted Uses 2, 3

Permitted Uses
Adjacent to R 1

2. Public and civic uses located in the Downtown Core area as identified in the Dyersville
Comprehensive Plan shall follow the C-3 District standards
3. Exceptions for less intensive uses are allowed per Section 165.01.01
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165.06.16. PC Parks and Conservation District. The Parks and Conservation District
accommodates Dyersville’s policies, including the Comprehensive Plan, to retain large
areas of environmental importance for conservation and recreational purposes.
A.

PC Site Development Regulations

PC Site Development Regulations
Permitted Uses 1

Regulator
Minimum Lot Area

N/A

Minimum Lot Width (feet)

N/A

Minimum Yards (feet)
Front Yard

35 feet

Side Yard

25 feet

Street Side Yard

25 feet

Rear Yard

35 feet

Maximum Height (feet)

35 feet

Maximum Building Coverage

5%

Maximum Impervious Coverage

6%

Notes
1. Floodplain Overlay regulations specified in Subsection 165.06.21, Floodplain Overlay District
supersede these regulations for applicable properties

B. Property Ownership. All land within PC Districts shall be owned by
the City of Dyersville, another public agency, or a nonprofit organization or
corporation whose primary purpose is resource conservation. The PC
District is not ordinarily intended to apply to other private property and is
not intended to restrict the development rights of private property owners.
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165.06.17. PUD Planned Unit Development District. The purpose of the PUD District
is to provide for unanticipated or higher quality development through flexibility in
building controls, including height and density, provided that the resulting development
is superior to what would result from existing district standards, offer a commendable
number or quality of meaningful public benefits, and protect and advance the public
health, safety, welfare, and convenience, and is not inconsistent with the
Comprehensive Plan.
165.06.18. Run with the Land. The requirements of a PUD run with the land
regardless of the subsequent sale or conveyance of property. The PUD District, which
is adopted by the City Council with the recommendation of the Commission, assures
specific development standards for each designated project. However, it is not the
intent of this section either to permit a mixture of totally unrelated uses to be developed
or to allow the fundamental purposes of the zoning, platting and subdivision provisions
of this Code to be ignored.
A. Application. A PUD District is allowed anywhere in the City of
Dyersville and replaces the existing zoning district when approved.
B. Minimum Size. A PUD District shall consist of at least five acres
including right-of-way areas.
C. Permitted Uses. Uses permitted in a PUD District shall be identified at
the time of approval. An existing zoning district may be used as the base
land use list but not required. Mixing of residential, commercial, and
industrial uses is allowed to achieve a combination of use types not
anticipated by conventional base districts.
D. Site Development Regulations. An existing base zoning district shall
be used for site development regulations with identification of requested
variations from the base district for consideration by the Commission and
City Council. Approved site development regulations shall be incorporated
within an ordinance providing for the rezoning of the property to a PUD
District. A PUD District may contain areas with different regulations. For
example, an area identified for primarily residential uses and an area
identified for primarily commercial uses that represent different character
intents or transitions to adjacent single use districts.
E. Criteria for Approval. The following criteria shall govern the
development of PUD District standards:
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i. Comprehensive Plan. Uses, site regulations, transportation
networks, open space, and site layout shall be consistent with the
intent of the Comprehensive Plan.
ii. Environmental Design. Existing trees, groves, waterways,
scenic points, historic spots, and other natural assets and landmarks
shall be preserved whenever possible. The location of trees shall be
considered when designing open spaces and planning the location of
buildings, underground services, walks, paved areas, playgrounds,
parking areas and finished grade levels. A general landscaping plan
shall be required for all PUD District applications.
iii. Open Space. Public open space shall be encouraged and may be
required in large residential developments.
iv. Transportation Design. Principal vehicular, bicycle, and
pedestrian access points shall be designed to permit smooth traffic
flow with controlled turning movements and minimum hazards to
vehicular or pedestrian traffic.
a.
Streets, paths, and trails within a PUD District shall be
built for, connected to, and consistent with planned
transportation routes as identified in the Comprehensive Plan
and other adopted City or County plans. Internal crosseasements and shared access points between or within
individual projects and preexisting development shall be
maximized when possible.
b.
Pedestrian routes shall not be immediately adjacent to
the vehicular street system.
c.
Standards of design and construction for public
roadways shall be equivalent to those standards provided in
the Subdivision Ordinance unless the applicant shows that
variations are necessary to promote quality design without
impacting the health, safety, and welfare of the public. No
privately owned roadways may be dedicated to the public use
at a later date unless and until said roadways have been
improved by the private owner thereof to then existing design
standards for public streets.
d.
Each PUD District must abut a public street for at least
100 feet and gain access from that street.
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v. Public Infrastructure. PUD approvals shall not be granted
unless utility systems such as water lines, sanitary sewer lines and
streets located outside the PUD exist in sufficient quantity and
quality to serve the PUD without system overload, unless the
developer agrees to sufficiently improve the system deemed
inadequate at the developer’s own expense.
vi. Site and Building Design Regulations. The PUD District allows
flexibility from base zoning district requirements. However, the
following limitations shall apply:
vii. Height. A maximum increase of xxx percent from the base
district.
viii. Setbacks. A maximum decrease of xxx percent from the base
district.
ix. Building Coverage. A maximum increase of xxx percent from
the base district.
x. Parking. The required minimum number of parking spaces
required by the base district do not apply, except that ADA
requirements remain applicable. When provided, parking lots shall be
designed with adequate stormwater management and landscaping at
least to the requirements of the base district.
xi. Buffering. When parking areas and non-residential uses along the
boundary of a PUD District abut residential uses, civic uses, or
public spaces, adequate buffering shall be provided by means of
landscaping and setbacks applicable in Subsection 165.08.06,
Bufferyards and Screening Provisions. Fencing does not constitute
adequate buffering.
xii. Signage. A sign package shall be submitted that indicates the
location, size, and height of all on-premise signage.
xiii. Transitions. Development within the PUD District shall
transition to surrounding preexisting uses outside of the PUD District
according the Comprehensive Plan in terms of transportation routes,
building scale, public spaces, and natural features. It is not the intent
of the PUD District regulations to create isolated tracts of
development in Dyersville. The examples listed below are
representations of methods that can make neighboring developments
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compatible with each other and meant as potential solutions to
transition PUD development to preexisting development:
a.
Step down to similar building size, density, scale, and
site design at PUD boundaries.
b.
Reflect the patterns of buildings, yards, paved areas,
and streetscape displayed by adjacent preexisting
developments that are not intended to change based on the
Comprehensive Plan.
c.
At transitions not separated by right of way near
lower-intensity areas, if building bulk cannot be diminished in
size based on the Zoning Ordinance, then other measures may
substitute for building size reduction.
d.
At edges with preexisting, lower-intensity residential
uses or densities, use the landscaping and screening methods
in Subsection 165.08.06, Bufferyards and Screening
Provisions, other Zoning Ordinance setback requirements, or
other measures as separators of difference land uses.
e.
Placing parks, greenways, stormwater features,
preserving natural environmental features, and drainageways
at PUD boundaries.
f.
Because the PUD District provides the opportunity for
greater design flexibility, mixed land uses, and improved
marketability, the applicant shall be prepared to provide
amenities and services as part of the PUD District that might
not be required or possible in a conventional development.
Examples include but are not limited to pedestrian and bicycle
paths, open space, additional landscaping, and building
materials.
F. Approval Procedures. The procedure for a PUD District shall follow
the standardized process for review and decision making listed in Subsection
165.06.18, PUD Planned Unit Development District.
G. Application Requirements. The application for a Planned Unit
Development District shall include a Development Plan containing the
following information:
i. A detailed map including:
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a.
A legal description of the development site, including
a statement of ownership
b.

A boundary survey

c.

Site dimensions

d.

Contour lines at no greater than two foot intervals

e.
Adjacent public rights of way, transportation routes,
and pedestrian or bicycle systems
f.

Description of adjacent land uses

g.
site

Utility service to the site and easements through the

h.
Description of other site features, including drainage,
soils, or other considerations that may affect development.
ii. A development plan, including:
a.
A land use plan designating specific uses for the site
and establishing site development regulations, including
setback, height, building coverage, and impervious coverage
requirements.
b.
A site layout, including the location of proposed
buildings, parking, open space, and other facilities
c.
Location, capacity, and conceptual design of parking
facilities
d.

Description of the use of individual buildings

e.
Conceptual information sufficient to indicate a
building height, bulk, materials, and general architectural
design.
f.
A site development and landscaping plan, showing
building locations, or building envelopes; site improvements;
public or common open spaces; community facilities;
significant visual features; and typical landscape plans.
g.
Vehicular and pedestrian circulation plan, including
relationship to external transportation systems
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h.
Schematic building elevations and sections if required
to describe the project
i.

Grading plans

j.

Proposed sewer and utility improvements

k.

Location, sizes, and types of all proposed signage.

iii. A statistical summary of the project, including gross site area, net
site area, number of housing units by type, gross floor area of other
uses, total amount of parking, and building and impervious surface
percentages.
iv. A development schedule indicating the approximate date when
construction of the PUD or stages of the PUD can be expected to
begin and be completed.
H. Pre-Application Conference. It is intended that the PUD process
avoid confusion and undue hardship for both the developer and the public
entity. At least one meeting between the private developer and City staff, as
determined by the Administrator, is required so that an understanding and
mutual consensus on the proposed PUD District may be reached to the
extent possible prior to the formal filing for PUD approval. The applicant
shall bring to (or submit prior to) the pre-application conference sufficient
supporting materials to explain the project including the location, proposed
uses, proposed site layout, and existing natural features.
I.
Formal Filing. After a private developer has formally filed a proposed
PUD District with the City, the Administrator shall have forty-five (45) days
to review the PUD in detail, convey their findings and recommendations in
writing to the Commission, and start the public hearing process.
J. Commission. Upon referral of a proposed PUD from the staff and
proper notice, the Commission shall hold a public hearing and act upon each
application within 30 days after the public hearing by making a
recommendation to approve, approve with conditions, or deny an application
to the City Council to decide.
K. City Council. The City Council, after proper notice, shall hold a public
hearing and act upon any Ordinance establishing a PUD District. Proper
notice shall mean the same notice established for any other zoning
amendment and the State of Iowa. The City Council shall be the final
authority for approval or disapproval of a proposed PUD District. An
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Ordinance adopting a PUD District shall require a favorable simple majority
of the City Council for approval.
L. Effect of Approval. Upon approval by the City Council, the
Development Plan shall become a part of the Ordinance creating or
amending the PUD District. All approved plans shall be filed with the City
Clerk. The approval authorizes the applicant to proceed with an application
for a building permit and certificate of occupancy, as applicable, in
compliance with the approved PUD application.
M. PUD Amendments. Amendments to a PUD District follow the same
filing procedures as Subsection 165.06.18, PUD Planned Unit Development
District. The following amendments are allowed:
i. Minor changes in site engineering, building design and location
arrangement may be authorized by the Administrator.
ii. Substantial and material changes in the PUD must be approved
by ordinance by the City Council following Commission review and
public hearing as outlined in this Subsubsection 165.06.18 J, K.
N. Termination. If no substantial development has taken place in a PUD
District for three years following approval of the District, the Commission
can reconsider the zoning of the property and may, on its own motion,
initiate an application for rezoning the property. Termination does not apply
to approved PUD Districts where the approval included design in separate
phases that may extend past three years.
O. Absent Provisions. Where there is no provision in the approved PUD
District addressing a specific regulation or situation, the requirements of the
base district identified in approved application shall be applied to the
development.
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165.06.19. Neighborhood Conservation Overlay (NC). The Neighborhood
Conservation Overlay is intended to provide an opportunity to establish and apply
special development controls and standards for certain neighborhoods platted before the
effective date of this chapter. The overlay recognizes that certain areas of Dyersville
have special design characteristics that represent the time they were developed and
should not require public review for development that functions with the character of
the neighborhood.
A. Application. The Neighborhood Conservation Overlay standards apply
to the following areas in the City of Dyersville:
i. Area between xxx, xxx, xxx, and xxx, also known as the
Dyersville East Subdivision.
B. Adoption of new areas. The NC Overlay may be adopted for
additional residential areas pursuant to the same procedures as
Subsubsection 165.03.04.N, Map and Text Amendments.
C. Development Standards. The standards of the underlying zoning
district apply to all new development, redevelopment, building
modifications or expansions, or site changes.
D. Overlay Specific Deviations. In adopted NC Overlay areas, the
following deviations from the underlying district standards are allowed:
i. Front yard setbacks for principal structures: Reduction to the
average front setback along the same side of the same street segment
in the same district, provided that:
a.
If the lot takes vehicular access from the street, the
driveway is at least 25 feet long from the property line to the
building wall or garage door.
b.
No setback adjustment pursuant to this section shall
create a required front yard setback more than five feet
greater than that otherwise required by the applicable zoning
district
ii. Street side yard setbacks for principal and accessory structures.
Reduction up to five feet from base district requirements only for
uncovered porches, terraces, and decks provided a planting strip of at
least five feet is maintained between the building and sidewalk when
present or planned.
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iii. Side yard setbacks for principal and accessory structures.
Reduction to a five foot setback, provided that buildings on adjacent
lots are setback at least five feet from the lot line.
iv. Rear yard setbacks. Reduction up to five feet from base district
requirements only for uncovered porches, terraces, decks, and
accessory structures.
v. Lots Adjoining Alleys. In calculating the depth of a required side
or rear yard setback for a lot adjoining a dedicated public alley, onehalf of the alley may be credited as a portion of the yard. However,
no residential structure may be nearer than five feet to the near side
of the alley.
vi. Accessory building coverage: An increase in maximum accessory
building area to the greater of 1,000 feet or the building coverage of
the principal structure.
E. Deviation Conditions. Deviations granted under the NC Overlay shall
not:
i. Authorize construction of buildings in easements, public rightsof-way or floodplains, or non-conformity with the locally adopted
building code.
ii. Interfere with planned right-of-way expansions or alter drainage
patterns onto abutting property.
F. Relationship to Variances. The deviations allowed under this section
are not considered variances. Any request beyond the allowances of the
underlying district standards and overlay specific deviations require
approval of a variance by the Board of Adjustments, listed in Subsubsection
165.03.04.Q, Variance.
G. Procedure. Building or other development permits issued by the City
in the NC Overlay shall follow all procedures for review that are established
by the City.
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165.06.20. Historic Overlay District. The Historic Overlay District provides an
opportunity to establish and apply special development controls and standards,
including controls on demolitions, moving, or altering properties, for areas in
Dyersville with historic value or design characteristics.
A. Proposal. The creation of a Historic Overlay District may be initiated
by the Commission, the City Council, or by petition of the owner or owners
of 51% of the property area within the proposed district.
B. Requirements for Application. An application for the creation of a
Historic Overlay District must include:
i. A statement describing the proposed district's special historical or
architectural characteristics and stating the reasons for proposal of
the district
ii. A map indicating the boundaries of the proposed Historic Overlay
District, specifying the base district(s) included within these
boundaries.
iii. An inventory of the land uses, buildings or historically important
sites located within the boundaries of the proposed district.
iv. A future land use plan for the district.
v. Supplemental site development regulations, design criteria, and
performance standards that apply to the proposed district.
C.

Adoption of a Historic Overlay District.
i. The Administrator shall submit the application to the Iowa State
Historic Preservation Office for review, comment, and
recommendation. Any recommendations by the Iowa SHPO shall be
considered with the application for a Historic Overlay District.
ii. Notice shall be given pursuant to Subsubsection 165.03.04.B.iii,
iii. The Commission, and City Council shall review and evaluate
each Historic Overlay District application.
iv. The Commission, after proper notice as described under
Subsubsection 165.03.04.A, General Procedures shall hold a public
hearing and act upon each application.
v. The Commission may recommend amendments to Historic
District applications.
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vi. The recommendation of the Commission shall be transmitted to
the City Council for final action.
vii. The City Council, after proper notice, shall hold a public hearing
and act upon any Ordinance establishing a Historic Overlay District.
viii. The Ordinance adopting the Historic District shall include a
statement of purpose, a description of district boundaries, and a list
of supplemental site development regulations and performance
standards.
ix. Upon approval by the City Council, each Historic Overlay
District shall be shown on the Zoning Map, identified sequentially by
order of enactment and referenced to the enacting Ordinance.
D. Approval Criteria. The Commission and City Council shall determine
the criteria for approval which shall include but not limited to:
i. Consistency with the policies and objectives of the
Comprehensive Plan.
ii. The demonstrated need to preserve the value of property and to
protect individual sites or buildings within a historic district from
inappropriate and harmful development because the district is an area
of historical significance as defined by the Iowa Code:
a.
Are significant in American history, architecture,
archaeology and culture, and
b.
Possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
skill, feeling and association, and
c.
Are associated with events that have been a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history, or
d.
Are associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past, or
e.
Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type;
period; method of construction; represent the work of a
master; possess high artistic values; represent a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack
individual distinction
f.
Have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.
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E. Building Permits. Building or other development permits issued by the
City in a Historic District shall be consistent with the adopted Historic
District Ordinance and shall follow all procedures for review that are
established by the City.
F. National Register and Landmark. The application may be submitted
to the National Register of Historic Places or National Landmark Program,
but approval shall not be contingent on National designation unless
determined by the City Council.
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A. Findings of Fact. Flood Losses Resulting from Periodic Inundation.
The flood hazard areas of the City are subject to inundation which results in
loss of life and property, health and safety hazards, disruption of commerce
and governmental services, extraordinary public expenditures for flood
protection and relief, and impairment of the tax base, all of which adversely
affect the public health, safety and general welfare.
B. General Causes of These Flood Losses. These flood losses are caused
by:
i. The cumulative effect of obstruction in floodways causing
increases in flood heights and velocities;
ii. The occupancy of flood hazard areas by uses vulnerable to floods
or hazardous to others which are inadequately elevated or otherwise
protected from flood damages.
C. Methods Used to Analyze Flood Hazards. This section uses a
reasonable method of analyzing flood hazards which consists of a series of
interrelated steps.
i. Selections of a regulatory flood which is based upon engineering
calculations which permit a consideration of such flood factors as its
expected frequency of occurrence, the area inundated, and the depth
of inundation. The regulatory flood selected for this section is
representative of large floods known to have occurred in this region
and which are reasonably characteristic of what can be expected to
occur on the particular streams subject to this section. It is in the
general order of a flood which could be expected to occur on the
average once every one hundred years or has a one percent chance of
occurrence in any one year, as delineated on the Flood Insurance
Study and Illustrative Material (FIRM) dated June 2, 1995.
ii. Calculation of water surface profiles based upon a hydraulic
engineering analysis of the capacity of the stream channel and
overbank areas to convey the regulatory flood;
iii. Computation of the floodway required to convey this flood
without increasing flood heights more than one foot at any point;
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iv. Delineation of floodway encroachment lines within which no
obstruction is permitted which would cause any increase in flood
height;
v. Delineation of the floodway fringe, i.e., that area outside the
floodway encroachment lines but which still is subject to inundation
by the regulatory flood.
D. Statement of Purpose. It is the purpose of this section to promote the
public health, safety and general welfare and to minimize those losses
described herein by provisions designed to:
i. Restrict or prohibit uses which are dangerous to health, safety, or
property in times of flood or cause increased flood heights or
velocities;
ii. Require that uses vulnerable to floods, including public facilities
which serve such uses, be provided with flood protection at the time
of initial construction;
iii. Protect individuals from buying lands which are unsuited for
intended purposes because of flood hazard;
iv. Assure that eligibility is maintained for property owners in the
community to purchase flood insurance in the Federal Flood
Insurance Program.
E. Warning and Disclaimer of Liability. The degree of flood protection
required by this section is considered reasonable for regulatory purposes and
is based on engineering and scientific methods of study. Larger floods may
occur on rare occasions or the flood height may be increased by manmade or
natural causes, such as ice jams and bridge openings restricted by debris.
This section does not imply that areas outside floodways and floodway
fringe district boundaries or land uses permitted within such districts will be
free from flooding or flood damages. This section shall not create liability
on the part of the City, or any officer or employee thereof, for any flood
damages that may result from reliance on this section or any administrative
decision lawfully made thereunder.
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F. Overlay Districts; Generally. In addition to the nine (9) classes of
districts, the mapped flood plain areas within the jurisdiction of this section
are divided into the two following districts:
i. A Floodway Overlay District (FW) and a Floodway Fringe
Overlay District (FF) identified in the Flood Insurance Study [flood
boundary and floodway map(s)]. The boundaries of these districts
shall be shown on the official zoning map. Within these districts all
uses not meeting the standards for the Floodway Overlay District and
the Floodway Fringe Overlay District and those standards of the
underlying zoning district shall be prohibited. These zones shall be
consistent with the numbered and unnumbered “A” zones as
identified on the official FIRM and identified in the Flood Insurance
Study provided by the Federal Insurance Administration.
G. Overlay Districts; Boundaries. The boundaries of the Floodway and
Floodway Fringe Overlay Districts shall be determined by scaling distances
on the official zoning map (zone plan). Where interpretation is needed to the
exact location of the boundaries of the districts as shown on the official
zoning map, as for example where there appears to be a conflict between a
mapped boundary and actual field conditions, the enforcement official shall
make the necessary interpretation. In such cases where the interpretation is
contested, the Board of Adjustment will resolve the dispute. The regulatory
flood elevation for the point in question shall be the governing factor in
locating the district boundary on the land. The person contesting the location
of the district boundary shall be given a reasonable opportunity to present
his or her case to the Board and to submit technical evidence, if said person
so desires.
H. Permitted Uses; Floodway Overlay District. The following uses shall
be permitted within the Floodway District to the extent they are not
prohibited by any other ordinance (or underlying zoning district) and
provided they do not include placement of structures, factory-built homes,
fill or other obstruction, the storage of materials or equipment, excavation,
or alteration of a watercourse. Agricultural uses such as general farming,
pasture, grazing, outdoor plant nurseries, horticulture, viticulture, truck
farming, forestry, sod farming, and wild crop harvesting.
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i. Industrial/commercial uses such as loading areas, parking areas,
airport landing strips.
ii. Private and public recreational uses such as golf courses, tennis
courts, driving ranges, archery ranges, picnic grounds, boat launching
ramps, swimming areas, parks, wildlife and nature preserves, game
farms, fish hatcheries, shooting preserves, target ranges, trap and
skeet ranges, hunting and fishing areas, hiking and horseback riding
trails.
iii. Residential uses such as lawns, gardens, parking areas and play
areas.
iv. Such other open-space uses similar in nature to the above uses.
I.
Conditional Uses; Floodway Overlay District. The following uses
which involve structures (temporary or permanent), fill, storage of materials
or equipment may be permitted only upon issuance of a Conditional Use
Permit by the Board of Adjustment as provided for in Subsubsection
165.03.04.K, Conditional Use Permit. Such uses must also meet the
applicable provisions of the Floodway District Performance Standards.
i. Uses or structures accessory to open-space uses.
ii. Circuses, carnivals, and similar transient amusement enterprises.
iii. Drive-in theaters, new and used car lots, roadside stands, signs,
and billboards.
iv. Extraction of sands, gravel, and other materials.
v. Marinas, boat rentals, docks, piers, wharves.
vi. Utility transmission lines, underground pipelines.
vii. Other uses similar in nature to uses described in Subsubsection H
or this Subsubsection I which are consistent with the provisions of
Subsubsection J and the general spirit and purpose of this section.
J. Performance Standards; Floodway Overlay District. All Floodway
District uses allowed as a Permitted or Conditional Use shall meet the
following standards:
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i. No use shall be permitted in the Floodway District that would
result in any increase in the 100 year flood level. Consideration of
the effects of any development on flood levels shall be based upon
the assumption that an equal degree of development would be
allowed for similarly situated lands.
ii. All uses within the Floodway District shall:
a.

Be consistent with the need to minimize flood damage.

b.
Use construction methods and practices that will
minimize flood damage.
c.
Use construction materials and utility equipment that
are resistant to flood damage.
iii. No use shall affect the capacity or conveyance of the channel or
floodway or any tributary to the main stream, drainage ditch, or any
other drainage facility or system.
iv. Structures, buildings and sanitary and utility systems, if
permitted, shall meet the applicable performance standards of the
Floodway Fringe District and shall be constructed or aligned to
present the minimum possible resistance to flood flows.
v. Buildings, if permitted, shall have a low flood damage potential
and shall not be for human habitation.
K. Permitted Uses; Floodway Fringe Overlay District. Any use
permitted in Subsubsections H and I and in other zoning districts shall be
permitted in the Floodway Fringe Overlay District. No uses shall be
permitted in the district unless the standards of Subsubsection L are met.
L. Performance Standards; Floodway Fringe Overlay District. All
uses must be consistent with the need to minimize flood damage and shall
meet the following applicable performance standards.
i. All structures shall:
a.
Be adequately anchored to prevent flotation, collapse
or lateral movement of the structure,
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b.
Be constructed with materials and utility equipment
resistant to flood damage, and
c.
Be constructed by methods and practices that
minimize flood damage.
ii. Residential Buildings — All new or substantially improved
residential structures shall have the lowest floor, including
basements, elevated a minimum of one foot above the 100-year flood
level. Construction shall be upon compacted fill which shall, at all
points, be no lower than one foot above the 100-year flood level and
extend at such elevation at least 18 feet beyond the limits of any
structure erected thereon. Alternate methods of elevating (such as
piers) may be allowed, subject to favorable consideration by the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources and the Board of Adjustment and
issuance of a Conditional Use Permit, where existing topography,
street grades, or other factors preclude elevating by fill. In such
cases, the methods used must be adequate to support the structure as
well as withstanding the various forces and hazards associated with
flooding.
iii. Nonresidential Buildings — all new and substantially improved
nonresidential buildings shall have the first floor (including
basement) elevated a minimum of one foot above the 100-year flood
level, or together with attendant utility and sanitary systems, be
floodproofed to such a level. When floodproofing is utilized, a
professional engineer registered in the State of Iowa shall certify that
the floodproofing methods used are adequate to withstand the flood
depths, pressures, velocities, impact and uplift forces and other
factors associated with the 100-year flood; and that the structure,
below the 100-year flood level, is watertight with walls substantially
impermeable to the passage of water. A record of the certification
indicating the specific elevation (in relation to National Geodetic
Vertical Datum) to which any structures are floodproofed shall be
maintained by the Council.
iv. All new and substantially improved structures:
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a.
Fully enclosed areas below the “lowest floor” (not
including basements) that are subject to flooding shall be
designed to automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on
exterior walls by allowing for the entry and exit of
floodwaters. Designs for meeting this requirement must either
be certified by a registered professional engineer or meet or
exceed the following minimum criteria:
(i) A minimum of two openings having a total net
area of not less than one square inch for every square
foot of enclosed area subject to flooding shall be
provided,
(ii) The bottom of all openings shall be no higher than
one foot above grade,
(iii) Openings may be equipped with screens,
louvers, valves, or other coverings or devices provided
that they permit the automatic entry and exit of
floodwaters.
b.
New and substantially improved structures must be
designed (or modified) and adequately anchored to prevent
flotation, collapse, or lateral movement of the structure
resulting from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads, including
the effects of buoyancy.
c.
New and substantially improved structures must be
constructed with electrical, heating, ventilation, plumbing,
and air conditioning equipment and other service facilities
that are designed and/or located so as to prevent water from
entering or accumulating within the components during
conditions of flooding.
v. Factory-built homes — Factory-built homes including those
placed in existing factory-built home parks or subdivision shall be
anchored to resist flotation, collapse, or lateral movement; and shall
be elevated on a permanent foundation such that the lowest floor of
the structure is a minimum of one (1) foot above the 100-year flood
level.
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vi. Utility and Sanitary Systems:
a.
All new and replacement sanitary sewage systems
shall be designed to minimize and eliminate infiltration of
flood waters into the system as well as the discharge of
effluent into flood waters. Wastewater treatment facilities
shall be provided with a level of flood protection equal to or
greater than one foot above the 100-year flood elevation.
b.
On-site disposal systems shall be located or designed
to avoid impairment to the system or contamination from the
system during flooding.
c.
New or replacement water supply systems shall be
designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood waters
into the system. Water supply treatment facilities shall be
provided with a level of protection equal to or greater than
one foot above the 100-year flood elevation.
d.
Utilities such as gas or electrical systems shall be
located and constructed to minimize or eliminate flood
damage to the system and the risk associated with such flood
damaged or impaired systems.
vii. Storage of materials and equipment that are flammable, explosive
or injurious to human, animal or plant life is prohibited unless
elevated a minimum of one foot above the 100-year flood level.
Other material and equipment must either be similarly elevated or (i)
not be subject to major flood damage and be anchored to prevent
movement due to flood waters or (ii) be readily removable from the
area within the time available after flood warning.
viii. Flood control structural works such as levees, floodwalls, etc.,
shall provide, at a minimum, protection from a 100-year flood with a
minimum of 3 foot of design freeboard and shall provide for
adequate interior drainage. In addition, structural flood control works
shall be approved by the Department of Natural Resources.
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ix. No use shall affect the capacity or conveyance of the channel or
floodway of any tributary to the main stream, drainage ditch, or other
drainage facility or system.
x. Subdivisions (including factory-built home parks and
subdivisions) shall be consistent with the need to minimize flood
damages and shall have adequate drainage provided to reduce
exposure to flood damage. Development associated with subdivision
proposals shall meet the applicable performance standards.
Subdivision proposals intended for residential development shall
provide all lots with a means of vehicular access that will remain dry
during occurrence of the 100-year flood.
xi. The exemption of detached garages, utility sheds, no larger than
24' x 24' and similar sized structures from the 100-year flood
elevation requirements may result in increased premium rates for
insurance coverage of the structure and contents, however, said sheds
and similar accessory type structures are exempt from the 100-year
flood elevation requirements when: The structure shall not be used
for human habitation.
a.
The structure shall be designed to have low flood
damage potential.
b.
The structure shall be constructed and placed on the
building site so as to offer minimum resistance to the flow of
floodwaters.
c.
Structures shall be firmly anchored to prevent flotation
which may result in damage to other structures.
d.
The structure’s service facilities, such as electrical and
heating equipment, if any, shall be elevated or floodproofed to
at least one foot above the 100-year flood level.
e.
For garages (not sheds) a conditional permit has been
granted by the Board of Adjustment.
xii. Flood Proofing Certification. Where a nonresidential structure is
intended to be made water-tight below the base flood level, a
registered professional engineer or architect shall develop and/or
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review structural design, specifications, and plans for the
construction, and shall certify that the design and methods of
construction are in accordance with accepted standards of practice for
meeting the provisions of this section, and a record of such
certificates which includes the specific elevation to which such
structures are flood proofed shall be maintained with the Council.
xiii.

Administration. The Council shall:
a.
Review all flood plain development permit
applications to ensure that the provisions of this section will
be satisfied.
b.
Review all flood plain development permit
applications to ensure that all necessary permits have been
obtained from Federal, State or local governmental agencies.
c.
Record and maintain a record of (i) the elevation (in
relation to National Geodetic Vertical Datum) of the lowest
floor of all new or substantially improved buildings or (ii) the
elevation to which new or substantially improved structures
have been floodproofed.
d.
Notify adjacent communities and/or counties and the
Department of Natural Resources prior to any proposed
alteration or relocation of a watercourse and submit evidence
of such notification to the Federal Insurance Administrator.
e.
Keep a record of all permits, appeals, variances and
such other transactions and correspondence pertaining to the
administration of this section.
f.
Submit to the Federal Insurance Administrator an
annual report concerning the community’s participation,
utilizing the annual report form supplied by the Federal
Insurance Administrator.
g.
Notify the Federal Insurance Administration of any
annexations or modifications to the community’s boundaries.
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h.
Review subdivision proposals to insure such proposals
are consistent with the purpose of this section.
xiv. Permit Required. A Flood Plain Development Permit issued
by the Council shall be secured prior to initiation of any flood plain
development (any manmade change to improved or unimproved real
estate, including but not limited to buildings or other structures,
mining, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations)
including the placement of factory-built homes.
xv. Application for Permit. Application for a Flood Plain
Development Permit shall be made on forms supplied by the City and
shall include the following information:
a.
Description of the work to be covered by the permit
for which application is to be made.
b.
Description of the land on which the proposed work is
to be done (i.e., lot, block, tract, street address or similar
description) that will readily identify and locate the work to
be done.
c.
Identification of the use or occupancy for which the
proposed work is intended.
d.

Elevation of the 100-year flood.

e.
Elevation (in relation to National Geodetic Vertical
Datum) of the lowest floor (including basement) of buildings
or of the level to which a building is to be floodproofed.
f.
For buildings being improved or rebuilt, the estimated
cost of improvements and market value of the building prior
to the improvements.
g.
Such other information as the Council deems
reasonably necessary for the purpose of this section.
xvi. Action for Permit Application. The Council shall, within a
reasonable time, make a determination as to whether the proposed
flood plain development meets the applicable provisions and
standards of this section and shall approve or disapprove the
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application. For disapprovals, the applicant shall be informed, in
writing, of the specific reasons therefor. The Council shall not issue
permits or conditional uses or variances except as directed by the
Board of Adjustment.
xvii. Construction and Use to be as Provided in Application and
Plans. Flood Plain Development Permits issued on the basis of
approved plans and applications authorize only the use, arrangement,
and construction set forth in such approved plans and applications
authorize only the use, arrangement, and construction set forth in
such approved plans and applications and no other use, arrangement
or construction. Any use, arrangement, or construction at variance
with that authorized shall be deemed a violation of this chapter. The
applicant shall be required to submit certification by a professional
engineer or land surveyor, as appropriate, registered in the State of
Iowa, that the finished fill, building floor elevations, floodproofing,
or other flood protection measures were accomplished in compliance
with the provisions of this section, prior to the use or occupancy of
any structure.
M. Exceptions and Modifications. No variance shall be granted for any
development within the Floodway District. The requirements and standards
of the floodway fringe area overlay district shall be complied with, or a
variance shall be granted by the Board of Adjustment in accordance with
Subsubsection 165.03.04.Q, Variance of this chapter provided that:
i. The application for variance has been approved by the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources.
ii. Consideration of the effects of any development on flood levels
shall be based upon the assumption that an equal degree of
development would be allowed for similarly situated lands.
iii. In cases where the variance involves a lower level of flood
protection for buildings than what is ordinarily required by this
section, the applicant shall be notified in writing over the signature of
the Chairperson of the Board of Adjustment that (i) the issuance of a
variance will result in increased premium rates for flood insurance up
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to amounts as high as $25 for $100 of insurance coverage, and (ii)
such construction increases risks to life and property.
165.06.22. Development Exceptions. The regulations specified in this chapter are
subject to the following exceptions and interpretations.
A. Use of Existing Lots of Records. In any district where dwellings are
permitted, a single-family dwelling may be located on any lot or plot of
official records as of the effective date of this chapter irrespective of its area
or width; provided, however:
i. Each side yard width of any such lot shall not be less than ten
percent (10%) of the width of the lot, and in no case less than five (5)
feet.
ii. The depth of the rear yard of any such lot shall be not less than
twenty percent (20%) of the depth of the lot, but in no case less than
twenty-five (25) feet.
B. Structures Permitted Above Height Limit. The building height
limitations of this chapter shall be modified as follows:
i. Chimneys, fire towers, monuments, water towers, ornamental
towers and spirals, radio or television towers, flag poles, solar arrays
subject to Subsubsection 165.09.09.C, SES (Solar Energy System),
or necessary mechanical appurtenances may be erected to a height in
excess of the height regulations shown for a particular district, as
approved by the Administrator.
ii. Public, semipublic, or public service buildings, hospitals, or
schools, when permitted in a district, may be erected to a height in
excess of the height allowed in the district, provided that the building
is set back from each property line at least one foot for each foot of
additional building height above the height limit in the district.
C. Area Requirements. In any district where public or central water
supply or public sanitary sewer is more than 250 feet from any property line,
the lot area requirements are one acre, exclusive of rights-of-way, and lot
width at the building line shall be a minimum of 100 feet.
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D. Yard Encroachments. Every part of a required yard shall be open and
unobstructed from finished grade upward, except as specified herein.
i. Architectural projections, including roofs that cover porches,
enclosed porches, window sills, belt courses, cornices, eaves, flues
and chimneys, and ornamental features may project two feet into a
required yard.
ii. Terraces, patios, uncovered decks, and ornamental features that
have no structural element more than three feet above or below the
adjacent ground level may project six feet into a required front yard.
However, all such projections must be set back at least three feet
from an adjacent side lot line; or 15 feet from any street property
line.
iii. Fire escapes, fireproof outside stairways, and balconies opening
to fire towers may project a maximum of 3 feet into required yards,
provided that they do not obstruct the light and ventilation of
adjacent buildings.
iv. For buildings constructed upon a front property line, a cornice
may project into public right-of-way, unless such property is
constructed on a State or Federal Highway. Maximum projection is
the smaller of four feet or five percent of the right-of-way width.
v. In commercial districts, a canopy may extend into a required
front yard, provided that the canopy is set back at least five feet from
the front property line, covers less than fifteen percent of the area of
the required front yard, and has a vertical clearance of at least eight
feet.
vi. Lamp posts with a maximum height of ten (10) feet, and flag
poles up to maximum height of base district may be located within
required yards, provided they are set back at least five (5) feet from
property lines. The spread of a flag when fully extended shall not
extend onto public right-of-way.
E. Double Frontage Lots. Buildings on through lots and extending
through from street to street shall provide the required front yard on both
streets.
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Exceptions to Prohibited Uses.
i. The Board of Adjustment may, by special permit after public
hearing, authorize the location of any of the following buildings or
uses in any district from which they are prohibited by this section:
a.
Any public building erected and used by any
department of the City, County, State, or Federal government;
b.

Airport or landing field;

c.

Community building or recreation field;

d.

Country clubs or golf courses;

e.

Public and private cemeteries.

ii. Before issuance of any special permit for any of the above
buildings or uses, the Board shall refer the proposed application to
the Commission, which shall make a report within thirty (30) days
regarding the effect of such proposed building or use upon the
character of the neighborhood, traffic conditions, public utility
facilities, and other matters pertaining to the general welfare. No
action shall be taken upon any application for a proposed building or
use above referred to until and unless the report of the Commission
has been filed, provided, however, that if no report is received within
thirty (30) days, it shall be assumed that the approval of the
application has been given by the Commission.
G. Utilities and Railroads. Existing utilities and railroads may continue
to be operated and maintained in residential and commercial districts, but no
new utility or railroad structure other than the usual poles, wires, and
underground utilities, shall be established in such districts, except when so
authorized by the Board of Adjustment.
H. Front Setback Exception. The front setback requirement (minimum
yard requirement) for the following property is hereby changed from forty
(40) feet to twenty (20) feet:
i. Lot One (1) of Lot One (1) of Lot One (1) of Lot One (1) of Lot
One (1) of Lot One (1) of Lot One (1) of Lot One (1) of Lot One (1)
of Lot One (1) of the Southeast Quarter (SE¼) of the Southeast
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Quarter (SE¼) of Section 31, Township 89 North, Range 2 West of
the 5th P.M. and Lot One (1) of Lot One (1) of Lot One (1) of Lot
One (1) of Lot One (1) of Lot One (1) of Lot One (1) of Lot Two (2)
of the Southeast Quarter (SE¼) of the Southeast Quarter (SE¼) of
Section 31, Township 89 North, Range 2 West of the 5th P.M.
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PARKING, LOADING, AND SITE ACCESS

165.07.01. Purpose. The regulations establish standards for the functional design of
parking facilities. These regulations are intended to accommodate vehicles in a
functionally satisfactory manner and to minimize external effects on neighboring
properties.
165.07.02. Application. Parking, loading, and site access shall be provided for any new
building constructed; for new uses or conversions of existing buildings; or for
enlargements of existing structures.
A. Exemptions. Any use within the C-3 Central Business District is
exempt from the off-street parking requirements. Any off-street parking
facility constructed in the C-3 District after the effective date of this chapter
must comply with the design standards set forth in this section.
165.07.03. Parking Requirements. Parking facilities for each use shall be provided in
accord with the minimum requirements set forth in Table 165.07.03.01, Minimum
Parking Requirements. Parking shall be calculated separately for each use on a
property.
A. Computation. When a computation of required parking results in a
fraction of 0.5 or greater, the requirement shall be rounded up to the next
whole number. Unless otherwise indicated, parking requirements are based
on gross floor area. When parking requirements are computed on the basis
of capacity, capacity shall be determined by the building code or other
official determinations of occupancy in effect for the City of Dyersville at
the time the use is established.
165.07.03.01 Minimum Parking Requirements
Use Types

Parking Requirement

Agricultural Uses
Agriculture

No requirement

Animal Production

No requirement

Animal Raising, Personal

No requirement

Commercial
Feedlots/Operations

No requirement
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Use Types

Parking Requirement

Community Garden

No requirement

Livestock Sales

No requirement

Urban Farming

No requirement

Residential Uses
Boarding Home

1 per rentable room

Child Care Center

1 space per 300 square feet

Child Care Home

2 spaces per dwelling unit.; plus one additional space for drop-off
/ pick-up

Child Development Home

2 spaces per dwelling unit; plus 1 space per employee and one
drop-off / pick-up space per each six children

Dwelling, Single-Family
Detached

1 space per dwelling unit

Dwelling, Single-Family Attached

1 space per dwelling unit

Dwelling, two-family (duplex)

1 space per dwelling unit

Dwelling, Multi-Family
(apartment, multiplex)

1 space per dwelling unit

Group Residential

1 space for each resident.

Home Occupation

1 space per dwelling unit

Live/Work Unit

2 spaces per dwelling unit

Manufactured Home Dwelling

1 space per dwelling unit

Mobile Home Park

1 space per dwelling unit

Short-term rental

2 spaces per dwelling unit

Civic, Institutional, and Recreational Uses
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Use Types

Parking Requirement

Administration

1 space for 300 square feet of gross floor area.

Animal Shelter and Kennels

1 space per 250 square feet; animal enclosure area not counted

Campground

No requirement

Cemetery

No requirement

Convalescent Home

1 space for 4 beds.

Education (primary)

1 per 5 seats in auditorium; or 1 per office/classroom

Education (secondary)

1 space per 5 seats in auditorium; or 1 per office/classroom,
whichever is greater

Education (university)

1 per 5 seats in auditorium; or 1 per office/classroom

Family Home

1 space per 4 person capacity + 1 space per employee of largest
shift.

Group Care

1 space per 4 person capacity + 1 space per employee of largest
shift.

Group Home

1 space per 4 person capacity + 1 space per employee of largest
shift.

Hospital, Clinics, Urgent Care

1 space per 4 beds

Indoor Recreation

1 space per 150 square feet

Outdoor Commercial Recreation

5 spaces per acre; for observation activities 1 space per 5 fixed
seats

Parking Structure or Lot

N/A

Park & Recreation

Established by an approved site master plan

Place of Assembly

1 per 5 seats in assembly area; or 1 per office/classroom,
whichever is greater

Postal Facilities

1 space per 300 square feet of office space
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Use Types

Parking Requirement

Safety and Maintenance
Services

1 space per employee on the largest shift

Commercial Uses
Alcoholic Beverage Sales

1 space per 300 sf. of gross floor area; or one space per 100
square feet of gross floor area for on-site consumption

Automobile Rental/Sales

1 space per 400 square feet of office area; plus one space per 600
sf. of showroom and one space per each 5,000 sf. outdoor vehicle
display area

Automobile and Equipment
Repair Services

3 spaces per repair stall.

Car Wash

2 spaces per bay

Commercial use with drivethrough facility

1 space per 200 square feet.

Construction Sales/Service

1 space per 2,000 square feet of outdoor display area

Food Services, no drive thru

1 space per 200 square feet.

Food Services, with drive thru

1 space per 200 square feet.

Funeral Service

1 space per 5 seats

Gas Station

1 space per 4 pumps + parking required for retail service

General Office, no drive thru

1 space per 300 square feet.

General Office, with drive thru

1 space per 300 square feet.

General Retail

1 space per 300 square feet.

General Services

1 space per 300 square feet.

Heavy Retail

1 space per 250 square feet; plus one space per 2,000 square feet
of outdoor sales or display area

Hotels

1 space per guest room
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Use Types

Parking Requirement

Mixed-Use
Movie Theater

1 space per 4 fixed seats

Personal Services

1 space per 300 square feet.

Pet Services

1 space per 500 square feet.

Restaurants (Drive-in)

1 space per 75 square feet of customer service area.

Restaurants (General)

1 space per 150 square feet or 3 person capacity in dining area,
whichever is greater

Restricted Business (Adult
Entertainment)

1 space per 250 square feet

Tavern/Bar

1 space per 100 square feet.

Vehicle Storage Facilities

1 space per 5,000 square feet of storage area

Veterinary

1 space per 500 square feet.

Industrial Uses
Farm Equipment Rental and
Sales

1 space per 5,000 square feet of display area

Construction Yards

N/A

Extraction

1 space per employee on the largest shift

Heavy Industry

1 space per 2,000 square feet

Junk Yards

1 space per two staff members

Landfill, Refuse, and Compost
Disposal
Light Industry

N/A
1 space per 1,500 square feet

Self-Storage Facility (Primarily
indoor)

1 space per 300 square feet of office space

Truck Terminal

N/A
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Use Types

Parking Requirement

Warehousing (Enclosed)

4 spaces per 5,000 square feet; plus one space per each
additional 5,000 sf. GFA

Warehousing (Open)

4 spaces per 5,000 square feet; plus one space per each
additional 5,000 sf. GFA

Well Drilling services

N/A

Other Uses
Airport

Established by an approved site master plan

Broadcasting Center

1 space

Electrical Substation

1 space

SES (Solar Energy System)
Primary Use

1 space

Telecommunication Tower

1 space per tower

Utilities

1 space per two staff members

WECS (Small Wind Energy
System)

N/A

B. Shared Parking. Sharing parking spaces is allowed and encouraged
when uses on the same lot or development site have different parking needs
at different times of the day. A reduction in parking requirements is
permitted based on the following standards:
i. Required parking for persons with disabilities cannot be shared or
count in the reduction calculations
ii. Shared parking can be located on-site or off-site, subject to the
off-site parking allowances in Section 165.06, Site Development
Regulations.
iii. Shared parking is permitted between different property owners
when a shared parking agreement is executed by the parties involved
and submitted to the Administrator that identifies the shared parking
area permission of each party to share their parking area.
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iv. Reductions are allowed according to Table 165.01.01.01: Shared
Parking Allowances determined by
a.
Multiply the minimum parking required for each
individual use, as set forth in Table 165.07.03.01, Minimum
Parking Requirements by the percentage identified in Table
165.01.01.01: Shared Parking Allowances for each of the 6
designated time periods.
b.
Add the resulting sums for each of the 6 columns in
Table 165.01.01.01: Shared Parking Allowances.
c.
Select the time period with the highest total parking
requirement and use that total as the shared parking
requirement.
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Shared Parking Allowances

Table 165.01.01.01:

Shared Parking
General Use Category

Weekday

Weekend

Night
(12 AM
to 6 AM)

Day (6
AM to
6 PM)

Evening
(6 PM to
12 AM)

Day (6
AM to 6
PM)

Evening (6
PM to 12
AM)

100%

60%

90%

80%

90%

Office/Industrial

5%

100%

10%

10%

5%

Retail/Commercial

5%

70%

90%

100%

70%

Lodging

80%

80%

100%

50%

100%

Restaurant

10%

50%

100%

50%

100%

Assembly/Entertainment

10%

40%

100%

80%

100%

All Others

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

Residential

C. Uses Not Listed. Upon receiving a development or permit application
for a use not specifically listed in an off-street parking schedule, the
community development director is authorized to apply the off-street
parking ratio specified for the listed use that the director deems most similar
to the proposed use or based on parking data provided by the applicant that
documents the source of all data used to calculate needed parking.
165.07.04. Exceptions to Parking Requirements. The Commission may approve a
reduction in the number of required parking or loading spaces if the applicant
demonstrates that such a reduction is appropriate and warranted based on specific
parking demand forecasts made by a qualified traffic engineer based on accepted peak
parking demand analysis of comparable uses. The City may retain a qualified, certified
traffic engineer, at the applicant's and/or owner's expense, to review the parking
demand forecast and provide recommendations to the City.
165.07.05. Parking for Persons with Disabilities. Parking spaces that are accessible to
persons with disabilities (accessible parking space") shall be provided as set out below.
Such spaces shall be counted towards the total number of spaces that are provided for
compliance with Table 165.07.03.01, Minimum Parking Requirements.
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A. Each off-street parking facility shall provide the number of parking
spaces set forth in Table 165.07.05.01, Accessible Parking Requirements,
designed and designated for use by people with disabilities. Every eighth
parking space shall be van-accessible. Design criteria and dimensions shall
be in accordance with Federal Register, Volume 56, No 144. Parking
facilities for single-family, duplex, two-family, and mobile home residential
uses are exempt from this requirement.
B. Spaces designated for people with disabilities shall have a minimum
width of 12 feet. Each handicapped space shall provide a barrier free route
to an accessible building entrance, which shall not require users to walk or
wheel behind parked cars. Such spaces shall be designated with an upright
sign exhibiting the universal symbol for accessibility by the handicapped.
All such spaces shall be designed in compliance with the standards of the
Americans with Disabilities Act.
165.07.05.01 Accessible Parking Requirements
Number of Required
Accessible Spaces

Number of Stalls

Number of Required
Accessible Spaces

1-25

1

201-300

7

26-50

2

301-400

8

51-75

3

401-500

9

76-100

4

501-1,000

2% of total

101-150

5

1,001 and over

20, plus 1 for each 100

151-200

6

Number of Stalls

stalls over 1,000

165.07.06. Parking Design Standards.
A. Purpose. The purpose of this section is to set out standards for the
design, use, and appearance of off-street parking areas to achieve welldesigned parking areas that are safe, accessible, and attractive.
B. Application. The objectives and standards of this section are to be used
in the review and approval of onsite parking areas for all uses that have on-
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site parking, whether required by Table 165.07.03.01, Minimum Parking
Requirements or not.
C.

Location, Residential.
i. No part of any parking space shall be closer than five (5) feet to
any established street right-of-way, or alley line.
ii. With the exception of Downtown Residential uses, off-street
parking for single family and two family residential uses shall be
located on the same lot or site as the use.
iii. Off-street parking areas for any multi-family or group residential
uses shall be at least six feet from any main building; and shall not be
located within a required front yard or street side yard.
iv. For multi-family residential uses, separately leased detached
garages may not be used to satisfy parking requirements for such use.
Parking incorporated into the design of multi-family buildings, or
within parking structures, shall be counted toward fulfillment of
parking requirements.

D.

Location, Non-Residential.
i. Off-street parking for non-residential uses shall be located on the
same lot or site as the use, or within 600 feet of that use if the
parking site is within a zoning district that permits parking lots or
garages. Control of ownership or use rights to the remote off-street
parking must be demonstrated as a condition of permission.

E.

Site Access.
i. Public Access Drives. Where a lot does not abut on a public or
private alley or easement of access, there shall be provided an access
drive not less than eight (8) feet in width in the case of a dwelling,
and not less than twenty-four (24) feet in width in all cases leading to
the loading or unloading spaces and parking or storage areas
required.
ii. Parking facilities other than driveways for single-family, duplex,
two-family, or mobile home residential uses must permit vehicles to
enter streets in a forward position.
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iii. Head-in parking from any public right-of-way shall be permitted
only in the C-3 district, or as part of a specific Planned Unit
Development design.
iv. Where sidewalks cross driveways, the sidewalk pavement
scoring, pattern, and color, shall continue through the driveway,
prioritizing the pedestrian path over the vehicular path.
v. Lots that front on arterials and collectors, other than single-family
detached, duplex, or single-family attached dwellings shall provide
cross-access to each other to reduce the number of driveway access
points from the street unless cross-access is demonstrated as
infeasible.
F.

Pedestrian Access.
i. Parking lots providing over 200 stalls should be divided into
smaller parking fields not exceeding 100 stalls to reduce the visual
impact of large parking expanses. Divisions should be made with
landscape strips, peninsulas, or grade changes.
ii. Divisions of parking lots over 200 stalls shall include protected
pedestrian accessways by means of a curb and 10 foot sidewalk
leading to the building entrance.
iii. Sidewalks and walkways in commercial developments should
link to the city’s sidewalk and trail system where available, and shall
provide a safe pedestrian route from adjacent public sidewalks and
trails.

G.

Space Standards.
i. Standard parking stalls shall be at least 9 feet wide and 18 feet
long
ii. Where parking stalls are located adjacent to landscaped areas, the
paved depth of such stalls may be decreased by two feet to provide
for a vehicle overhang area. The vehicle overhang area may not
encroach into a required landscaped area or public sidewalk or rightof-way.
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H. Materials. Any off-street parking area, including any commercial
parking lot and residential driveway, shall be surfaced with concrete,
asphalt, asphaltic concrete, or brick so as to provide a durable surface.
i. Sites within the A-1, A-2, and I-3 Districts are exempt from this
requirement.
I.
Drainage. Off-street parking facilities shall be designed and built to
prevent the free flow of water onto adjacent properties. Parking lot design
which discharges water onto public right-of-way is subject to review and
approval by the Administrator. Storm drainage improvements shall conform
to Section 166.07 (2)(G)
J. Landscape and Screening. Landscaping requirements for off-street
parking facilities are set forth in Subsection 165.08.05, Parking Lot
Landscaping.
K. Circulation and Module Dimensions. Parking facilities shall be
designed to provide visibility of and between pedestrians and vehicles when
circulating within or entering or leaving the facility and shall not create
blind, hidden or hazardous areas. Circulation patterns module dimensions
shall be designed in accord with the Iowa Statewide Urban Design and
Specifications (SUDAS) Design Manual.
L. Maintenance. All parking facilities shall be maintained to assure the
continued usefulness and compatibility of the facility. Acceptable
maintenance includes keeping the facility free of refuse, debris, and litter;
maintaining parking surfaces in sound condition; and providing proper care
of landscaped areas.
165.07.07. Loading Requirements. In any district with every building or part thereof
hereafter erected, having a gross floor area of ten thousand square feet or more, which
is to be occupied by manufacturing, storage, warehouse, goods display, retail store,
wholesale store, market, hotel, hospital, mortuary, laundry, dry cleaning or other uses
similarly requiring the receipt or distribution by vehicles of material or merchandise,
there shall be provided and maintained on the same lot with such building loading
spaces in accord with the minimum requirements set forth in Table 165.07.07.01, OffStreet Loading Requirements.
165.07.07.01 Off-Street Loading Requirements
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Gross Floor Area of Use (square feet)

Number of Required Loading Spaces

5,000 or less

None

5,001 - 40,000

1

40,001 - 100,000

2

Larger than 100,000

3

Add one additional loading space for each additional building floor area of 75,000 square feet
or fraction thereof.

165.07.08. Loading Design Standards.
A. Space Standards. Each loading space shall be at least 12 feet wide by
40 feet long, with a vertical clearance of at least 14 feet.
B. Material. Paving of loading spaces and access areas shall be
permanent, durable, and free of dust.
C. Landscaping. Off-street loading areas are subject to the landscaping
and buffering requirements for parking facilities set forth in this Section.
165.07.09. Supplemental Requirements.
A. Bicycle Parking. Each parking facility providing 25 spaces or more
shall provide parking accommodations for bicycles as follows.
i. Required Spaces. At least two spaces shall be provided, plus two
additional spaces for every 25 parking stalls.
ii. Design. Bicycle parking facilities shall include bicycle racks
secured to the pavement to prevent easy removal, bicycle lockers, or
bicycle posts or bollards expressly designed for the secure storage.
iii. Location. The location of bicycle parking facilities shall be at
least as convenient to the main entrance of the primary use as the
most convenient automobile parking along a paved route to the
entrance and not obstruct pedestrian walkways to less than five feet
wide.
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B. Lighting. Any lighting used to illuminate any off-street parking area,
including any commercial parking lot, shall be so arranged as to reflect the
light away from adjoining premises in any residential district.
C. Deferred Parking. The City Council may approve a reduced number
of parking spaces for a specific projects after receiving the recommendation
of the Administrator, provided that the applicant presents a plot plan
demonstrating that an area on site is reserved for the designated number of
spaces as required by code and agrees to improve that area for parking
within 60 days of the time the Council deems such parking shall be
improved.
165.07.10. Other Vehicle Use Areas.
A. Drive-Through Services. Commercial establishments providing drivein or drive-through services shall provide minimum on-site stacking distance
as provided by Table 165.07.10.01, Off-Street Stacking Requirements.
i. All drive-through services must provide a 10 foot alternative
runaround access for vehicles not in a drive-through queue.
ii. Stacking spaces shall be nine feet wide by 20 feet long
165.07.10.01 Off-Street Stacking Requirements
Minimum Stacking Space, including the
vehicle at the window/station

Type of Operation
Commercial, financial services drive thru, ATM

3 vehicles per window or kiosk
Entrance: 4 vehicles per bay

Self-service or automatic car wash
Exit: 1 vehicle per bay
Fast food restaurant

5 vehicles behind the menu board

Photo processing, dry cleaning, or other drive-up
personal services

2 vehicles per service window

B. Recreational Vehicle Parking. Recreational vehicle parking shall be
governed as follows:
i. No front yard storage is allowed exceeding forty-eight hours.
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ii. Storage or parking of recreational vehicles is allowed in the rear
yard. If the rear yard is not accessible, the recreational vehicle can be
stored in the side yard but must not encroach into the zoning side
yard requirements applicable for principal buildings.
iii. Any recreational vehicle which exceeds forty (40) feet in length
or fourteen (14) feet in height shall not be permitted for storage in
any residential area.
iv. Recreational vehicles must have current registration.
v. Equipment may not be permanently connected to utility lines,
including sewer, water, gas, or electricity. Equipment may be
connected to electrical supply temporarily to charge batteries.
C. Vehicle Storage. Storing or displaying materials, boats, campers, or
inoperable vehicles, or parking trucks or trailers is prohibited in parking
areas unless the use it permitted in the applicable zoning district and
complies with the associated standards of the permitted use.
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165.08.01. Purpose. The Landscaping and Screening Regulations provide additional
guidance on the development of sites within Dyersville by addressing landscaping and
screening requirements. They are designed to improve the appearance of the
community, buffer potentially incompatible land uses from one another, and conserve
the value of properties within the City of Dyersville and its extra-territorial jurisdiction.
The Landscape and Screening provisions are further intended to expedite development
approval by including predictable, uniform standards for landscaping.
165.08.02. Applicability. The provisions of this section shall apply to all new
development on each lot or site upon application for a building permit. The City
Council or Board of Adjustments may require buffering and screening above or in
addition to the requirements of this Section during site plan review when warranted
based on evidence of adverse impacts on adjacent property or the public, except for the
following:
A. Reconstruction or replacement of a lawfully existing use or structure
following a casualty loss.
B. Remodeling, rehabilitation, or improvements to existing uses or
structures which do not substantially change the location of structures,
parking, or other site improvements.
C. Additions or enlargements of existing uses or structures which increase
floor area or impervious coverage area by less than 20 percent of the
building established on the site on the effective date of this chapter. Where
such cumulative additions or enlargements are 20 percent or greater, these
provisions shall apply only to that portion where the new development
occurs.
165.08.03. General Requirements.
A. Review Procedure. The provisions contained in this Section shall be
applied for each individual lot or site when an application for a building
permit on such lot is made. A Landscape Plan shall be submitted with each
application for a building permit. Such plan shall be reviewed by the
Administrator for compliance with the provisions of this section.
B.

Landscaping Materials.
i. Plantings shall be used in required landscaped areas or
bufferyards consistent with the Official List of Recommended and
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Prohibited Plant Materials, provided through the office of the
Administrator. All plant materials shall conform in size, species and
spacing with this section of the ordinance.
ii. No artificial trees, shrubs, plants or turf shall be used to fulfill the
minimum requirements for landscaping. Inorganic materials, such as
stone or decorative pavers, may be used provided that such material
does not comprise more than 35% of the minimum required
landscaped area. Other concrete and/or asphalt pavement surfaces
may not be used within the minimum required landscaped area,
except for driveways and walkways.
C.

Installation Standards.
i. Landscaping or screening installed in any landscaped area shall
not obstruct the view from or to any driveway approach, street, alley,
or sidewalk, and shall be consistent with the provisions of the city’s
Vision Clearance Zone regulations.
ii. All earth berm locations shall be reviewed by the Zoning
Administrator, or his/her designee to determine how the berms shall
relate to drainage and public utilities.

D. Maintenance. Upon installation of required landscape materials, each
owner shall take appropriate actions to ensure their continued health and
maintenance. Required landscaping that does not remain healthy shall be
replaced consistent with this section and the approved landscaping plan for
the project.
165.08.04. Planting Standards.
A. In any landscaped area required by the Bufferyard Requirements or the
Parking Lot Interior Landscaping Requirements, one tree of an approved
species with a minimum caliper size of two inches shall be planted and
maintained for each 500 square feet of required landscaped area.
B. Existing trees shall be preserved to the greatest extent possible and
when preserved shall be counted toward satisfaction of planting standards.
The following efforts shall be made to retain existing trees:
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i. Parking areas and building sites shall be located to the maximum
extent practicable to preserve existing trees.
ii. Grates or other pervious materials or surfaces shall be utilized
within the drip line (outermost limit of horizontal branch extension)
of existing trees to allow water and air to reach the tree roots.
iii. Fill shall be prohibited in areas under the drip line of existing
trees.
iv. Drastic changes in drainage patterns which might negatively
affect existing trees shall be avoided.
C. Any tree of an approved species planted or maintained with a caliper of
three inches or above shall count as 1.5 trees toward the satisfaction of the
requirements of this section. An approved existing tree with a caliper of
eight inches or above preserved on a site shall count as 2.00 trees toward the
satisfaction of the requirements of this Section.
D. No tree shall be planted under or within 10 lateral feet of any overhead
utility line.
165.08.05. Parking Lot Landscaping. Unless otherwise noted, each unenclosed
parking facility with a paved surface of 6,000 square feet or more and all drive through
lanes shall comply with the following regulations.
A. Each unenclosed parking facility shall provide a minimum landscaped
buffer of ten feet along any street property line.
B. Each parking facility that abuts a residential district shall provide a tenfoot wide landscaped buffer along its common property line with the
residential district.
C. Any parking facility regardless of size which abuts property in a
residential district shall provide a wall, landscape screen, or earth berm not
less than four feet in height for the length of the common boundary. A grade
change, terrace, or other site feature which blocks the sight line of headlights
into a residential property may satisfy this requirement, subject to the
determination of the Administrator.
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D. Each unenclosed parking facility of over 6,000 square feet within any
front or street yard shall provide interior landscaped area equal to no less
than 5 percent of the total paved area of the parking facility.
i. Interior landscaped areas shall be at least located at the end of
parking rows.
ii. An individual interior landscaped area shall not be smaller than
40 square feet.
iii. Parking facilities within the I-1, I-2, and I-3 Districts shall be
exempt from this requirement.
iv. Interior landscaping shall be credited toward the satisfaction of
overall landscaping requirements set forth in this section.
E. Landscaping or screening installed in any required landscaped area
shall not obstruct the view from the off-street parking facility to any
driveway approach, street, alley, or sidewalk. Landscaping shall further not
obstruct any views among parking spaces and circulation ways, or visibility
between vehicles and pedestrians.
165.08.06. Bufferyards and Screening Provisions. Bufferyards are areas that include a
variety of methods to screen the potential impacts of intensive uses, whereas the
setbacks required in Section 165.06, Site Development Regulations are distance
requirements.
A.

Bufferyard and screening provision.
i. Are required between zoning districts which share a common lot
line or are adjacent but separated by an intervening alley indicated in
Table 165.08.06.01, Bufferyard Requirements.
ii. Are required for certain uses and circumstances listed in this
Ordinance.
iii. Bufferyards are not required of single-family, 2-family, duplex,
or townhouse use types in the more intensive zoning district.

165.08.06.01 Bufferyard Requirements (in feet)
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District B
(Less Intensive Adjacent District)
District A

A-1, A-21

R-1, R-21

R-31

R-3

Applies

Applies

---

C-1

Applies

Applies

Applies

C-2

Applies 2

Applies 2

Applies 2

C-3

---

---

---

P-1

Applies

Applies

Applies

I-1

Applies

Applies

Applies

I-2

Applies

Applies

Applies

I-3

Applies

Applies

Applies

(More Intensive District)

3

Notes
1. Applies only to residential uses or preliminary plats previously established in the
zoning district.
2. Buffering requirement applies to adjacencies between commercial and office use
types and pre-existing residential land uses in adjacent districts. Buffering
requirement also applies to a commercial or office use type established in a C-2
district and adjacent to a pre-existing residential use in the C-2 District. Vertical
screening may also be required as set forth in Section 165.09, Supplemental Standards.
3. Buffer requirements do not apply to single-family, duplex, or townhouse residential
uses established in District A.

B. Bufferyard Screening Application. Screening is required when one or
more of the following conditions in the more intensive zoning district is
directly visible from and faces toward the boundary of the less intensive
zoning district, or for certain uses and circumstances listed in this
Ordinance:
i. Outdoor storage areas or storage tanks, unless otherwise
screened.
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ii. Loading docks, refuse collection points, and other service areas.
iii. Major machinery or areas housing a manufacturing process.
iv. Major on-site traffic circulation areas or truck and/or trailer
parking.
v. Sources of glare, noise, or other environmental effects.
vi. Bailing or stockpiling of cardboard or other shipping or
packaging materials.
vii. Surface parking lots with 100 or more stalls directly adjacent to
less intensive districts.
C.

Bufferyard and Screening Treatment.
i. Each required bufferyard must be entirely landscaped and free of
paved areas, access ways, storage, or other disturbances.
ii. A six-foot opaque barrier shall be provided which visually
screens the conditions listed in Subsubsection 165.08.06 A,
Bufferyard Screening Provisions or for certain uses and
circumstances listed in this Ordinance, from less intensive uses as
follows:
a.
A solid wood, PVC, and/or masonry fence or wall at
least six feet in height.
b.
A landscaping screen, using evergreen or deciduous
materials, capable of providing a substantially opaque, hedgelike barrier and attaining a minimum height of six feet within
three years of planting.
c.
A landscaped earth berm with a maximum slope of
three to one, rising no less than six feet above the existing
grade of the lot line separating the zoning districts.
d.
Any combination of these methods that achieves a
cumulative height of six feet.
iii. Screening shall not adversely affect surface water drainage.
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iv. Screening may be interrupted to provide access drives to service
areas or for loading purposes to buildings. Such breaks or
interruptions shall not exceed 20% of the length of the required
screened area.
165.08.07. Exceptions.
A. A development may continue to comply with the bufferyard and
screening requirements in effect at the time of issuance of its original permit,
regardless of whether an adjacent lot or site is subsequently rezoned to a less
intensive district which would otherwise require compliance with bufferyard
or screening provisions.
B. Perimeter parking lot landscaping are not required when the area being
buffered is 30 inches or more below the street elevation.
C. Bufferyard requirements are not required when there is an elevation
difference between two adjacent properties that is six feet or greater.
D. The City Council may approve reductions in bufferyard or screening
requirements for infill development sites.
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165.09.01. Purpose. The Supplemental Standards set forth-additional standards for
certain uses located within the various zoning districts. These regulations recognize
that certain use types have characteristics that require additional controls in order to
protect public health, safety, and welfare. These regulations complement the use
regulations contained in Section 165.06, Site Development Regulations of this
Ordinance.
165.09.02. Application. The supplemental standards apply to all “P*” and “C” uses
identified in the land use matrix, Subsection 165.05.13, Use Matrix. Nothing in these
provisions shall relieve any property owner or user from satisfying any condition or
requirement associated with a previous approval, conditional use permit, variance,
development permit, or other permit issued under any local, State, or Federal ordinance
or statute.
165.09.03. Additional Conditions. The Board of Adjustment, Commission, or City
Council may impose additional conditions upon the premises according to Subsection
165.03.04, Permits and Procedures as may be necessary to prevent or minimize
adverse effects upon other property in the neighborhood. Such conditions shall be
expressly set out in the resolution authorizing the conditional use and in the permit.
Violation of such conditions shall be a violation of this Ordinance.
165.09.04. Supplemental Standards – Agricultural Uses.
A. Agriculture. Agriculture is a permitted interim use in any zoning
district.
B.

Animal Production in the A-2 District.
i. Breeding and raising of small animals and fowl, such as birds,
rabbits, chinchilla, and hamsters is permitted in the A-2 District,
provided that any building housing such animals shall be at least 50
feet from any property line and 25 feet from any dwelling unit on the
site. Any such activity must be located entirely within a rear yard.
The raising of fowl shall be limited to 50 birds per acre, up to a
maximum of 500 birds.
ii. Within the A-1 District, any lot of 1 acre and over may maintain
one horse, llama, or other equine and/or hoofed animal and its
immature offspring. Such a lot may have one additional animal for
each additional two acres of lot area, up to a maximum total of ten
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animals. No stable shall be located closer than 50 feet to any
dwelling unit on the site or 50 feet to any property line.
C.

Animal Production: General.
i. Animal Production use types may not be established within 500
feet of a pre-existing residential districts, including A-2 through R-3.
ii. No feeding or disposal of garbage, rubbish, or offal associated
with animal production shall occur within 500 feet of any preexisting residential districts, including A-2 through R-3.

D. Commercial Feedlots/Operations. Are allowed if it is demonstrated
that they comply with the purposes, regulations, restrictions, and
requirements of Chapter 459, Animal Agricultural Compliance Act and
Chapter 459A, Animal Agriculture Compliance Act for Open Feedlot
Operations, of the Iowa Code.
E.

Urban Farming.
i. Agricultural uses have no offensive odors or create dust and
provided, further, that no retail sales shall be permitted on the
premises.
ii. Crop areas must be set back at least five (5) feet from all property
lines. The required setback must be covered with ground plants, not
planted with the intent to harvest, which may include grasses
(including native species and ornamental grasses).
iii. Lighting, if provided, shall be shielded so that all directly emitted
light falls within the property.

165.09.05. Supplemental Standards – Residential Uses.
A. Mobile Home Parks. A Mobile Home Park is subject to compliance
with the following regulations:
i. A Mobile Home Park shall be considered to be one zoned lot.
The minimum contiguous area of a Mobile Home Park shall be two
acres.
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ii. The minimum size of an individual mobile home space shall be
4,000 square feet for single-wide mobile home units and 5,000
square feet for double-wide mobile home units.
iii. Each mobile home space shall have a width of at least 40 feet and
a length of at least 75 feet.
iv. Setbacks. Each Mobile Home Park shall have a minimum
perimeter setback of 30 feet. No space for a dwelling unit or any
other structure shall be permitted in the required setback.
v. Setback landscaping. All area contained within the required
setbacks except sidewalks and private drives shall be landscaped and
screened in conformance with Subsection 165.08.03, General
Requirements of this Ordinance.
vi. Impervious Coverage: Impervious coverage for a Mobile Home
Park shall not exceed 60 percent of the total site area.
vii. Separation Between Mobile Home Units. The minimum
separation between a mobile home unit and attached accessory
structure and any other mobile home units and/or accessory structure
shall be 20 feet.
viii. Separation and Setbacks for Accessory Buildings. An
accessory building on a mobile home space shall maintain a
minimum rear and side yard setback of five feet. A minimum
distance of ten feet shall be provided between any mobile home and
an unattached accessory building.
ix. Access to Public Street. Each Mobile Home Park must abut and
have access to a dedicated public street with a right-of-way of at least
60 feet.
x. Vehicular Circulation. The Mobile Home Park must provide
interior vehicular circulation on a private internal street system.
Minimum interior street width shall be 27 feet. The street system
shall be continuous and connected with other internal and public
streets; or shall have a cul-de-sac with a minimum diameter of 100
feet. No such cul-de-sacs may exceed 300 feet in length.
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xi. Separation between Units and Circulation Areas: The minimum
distance between a mobile home unit and any attached accessory
structure and the pavement of an internal street or parking area shall
be ten feet.
xii. Sidewalks: Each Mobile Home Park shall provide a sidewalk
system to connect each mobile home space to common buildings or
community facilities constructed for the use of its residents; and to
the fronting public right of way. Sidewalk width shall be at least five
feet.
xiii. Street and Sidewalk Standards: All internal streets and
sidewalks shall be hard-surfaced. Electric street lighting is required
along all internal streets.
xiv. Parking Requirements: Each Mobile Home Park must
provide at least two off-street parking stalls for each mobile home
space.
xv. All Mobile Home Parks shall provide individual units and
common facilities with an adequate, piped supply of hot and cold
water for both drinking and domestic purposes; and standard
electrical service, providing at least one 120-volt and one 240-volt
electrical service outlet to each mobile home space.
xvi. Complete water and sewer service shall be provided within
each Mobile Home Park in accordance with the Subdivision Chapter
of the Dyersville Municipal Code.
xvii. Properly spaced and operating fire hydrants shall be provided
for proper fire protection within each Mobile Home Park in
accordance with the Subdivision Chapter of the Dyersville Municipal
Code.
xviii. All electric, telephone, gas, and other utility lines shall be
installed underground.
xix. Tie Downs. All mobile homes shall be securely tied down at
each corner, or in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations.
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xx. Skirting. All mobile homes shall maintain continuous skirting all
around the bottom of the structure to the top of the ground. Skirting
shall consist of a durable non-weathering material made for that
purpose.
xxi. Waste Disposal. All mobile home parks shall be provided
waste disposal on the basis of one dumpster per each twenty
developed lots. All dumpsters shall be screened from view with a
100% opacity fence or wall.
xxii. Tornado Shelters. Tornado shelters shall be provided in the
mobile home park. Such shelter or shelters shall be built according
to the recommendations of the Civil Defense authority and be large
enough to meet the specific needs of the park and its residents.
xxiii. Financial Responsibility: Each application for a Mobile
Home Park shall include a demonstration by the developer of
financial capability to complete the project; and a construction
schedule.
B.

Manufactured Home Dwelling.
i. Must be in compliance with the Iowa State Building Code for
modular, factory built structures and display the seal issued by the
state Building Code Commissioner
ii. Constructed to meet the build code standards of the City, as
amended from time to time.

C.

Home Occupation.
i. No home occupation may be operated in such a manner as to
create offensive noise, odor, smoke, heat, vibration, electronic
interference or other interference with the appropriate use and
enjoyment of adjacent properties or otherwise constitute a nuisance
or safety hazard to adjacent persons or properties.
ii. No outdoor storage of equipment or materials used in the home
occupation shall be permitted.
iii. No more than twenty-five percent of the total floor area of a
dwelling unit may be devoted to the home occupation.
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iv. No internal or external alteration which would change the basic
characteristic of the building as a residential dwelling shall be
permitted.
v. No nonresident employee may be employed on the premises at
any time. A home occupation may be carried on by members only of
the immediate family.
vi. No public display of goods shall be allowed.
vii. A permitted home occupation may be operated or maintained as
an accessory use only in the principal building.
viii. No traffic shall be generated by such home occupation in
greater volumes than would normally be expected in a residential
neighborhood.
ix. No motor vehicle repair is permitted for customers.
x. If a home occupation which is operated as a nonconforming use,
as defined by Subsection 165.11.05, Nonconforming Uses becomes
subject to the terms and provisions of Subsection 165.11.06,
Discontinuance of Nonconformities or Subsection 165.11.04.D,
Repair of Nonconforming Structures then the home occupation shall
also be subject to all of the provisions of this section.
D.

Live/Work Units.
i. The units are designed with an external appearance as a residence
rather than a commercial business.
ii. The area devoted to work does not exceed 50 percent of the total
habitable area of the unit.
iii. They are constructed with not more than two units
iv. Signage is restricted to a single placard with a maximum size of
two square feet that must be affixed securely and flat against a wall
of the unit

E. Child Care Home. Applicable State regulations under the Code of
Iowa must be followed.
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F. Child Care Center. Applicable State regulations under the Code of
Iowa must be followed.
G. Child Development Home. Allowed if it is demonstrated that the
operator for the use meets all certification, licensing, inspection, and/or
monitoring requirements of the Iowa Department of Human Services in
accordance with Chapter 237A.3A, Iowa Code.
H. Dwelling, Multi-Family. Dwelling, Multi-family is subject to
compliance with the following regulations when listed as:
i. Parking areas and garages are located in the rear or side yards.
ii. Walkways with a minimum width of five feet shall directly
connect each front door or front entrance with surrounding
sidewalks, walkways, or paths.
iii. All crossings of internal streets, access drives, and driveways
shall have well-defined pavement markings and pedestrian crossing
signs.
iv. Lighting shall be shielded from adjacent properties and directed
downward.
I.

Live/Work Unit. Are allowed if:
i. The units are designed with an external appearance as a residence
rather than a commercial business.
ii. Signage is restricted to a single placard with a maximum size of
two square feet that must be affixed securely and flat against a wall
of the unit.

165.09.06. Supplemental Standards – Civic, Institutional, and Recreational Uses.
A.

Animal Shelter and Kennels.
i. No building or dog runs shall be located nearer than 100 feet
from any property line and 500 feet to the property line of any
residential use or district.
ii. All kennel facilities shall be screened around such facilities or at
property lines to prevent distracting or exciting animals. Screening
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shall be of a type provided by Subsubsection 165.08.06.C,
Bufferyard Screening Treatment, establishing landscape and
screening standards.
iii. Dog runs will not be used after 9:00 p.m. or before 7:00 a.m.
B.

Campgrounds.
i. Minimum Size. Each campground established after the effective
date of this chapter shall have a minimum size of one acre.
ii. Setbacks. All campgrounds shall maintain a 50-foot front yard
setback and a 25-foot bufferyard from all other property lines.
iii. Each campground must maintain water supply, sewage disposal,
and water and toilet facilities in compliance with all City ordinances;
or, alternately, be limited to use by self-contained campers, providing
their own on-board water and disposal systems.

C. Group Care and Group Homes. Each group care facility or group
home must be validly licensed by either the State of Iowa or the appropriate
governmental subdivision.
D.

Indoor Recreation.
i. All principal and accessory uses occur indoors and are conducted
in a completely enclosed building that has no openings, other than
pedestrian entrances and stationary glass windows, facing any
residentially district or use.
ii. In residential districts, designed with no more than 10,000 square
feet of gross floor area and parking located in the rear or side yard,
subject to the screening requirements of Subsection 165.08.06,
Bufferyard and Screening Provisions and Subsection 165.08.07,
Exceptions.

E.

Outdoor Commercial Recreation.
i. The use is spaced 600 feet from residential districts and uses.
ii. All lighting is shielded so as to prevent the direct glare of beams
onto any adjacent residential district or use.
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Parking Lot or Structure.
i. Compliance with the parking and screening standards of Section
165.07, Parking, Loading, and Site Access and Section 165.08,
Landscaping and Screening.
ii. Parking structures are not allowed in the R-3 district unless
located within the primary structure/use.

G. Place of Assembly. The use is conducted so that it does not create
parking or traffic congestion or otherwise unreasonably interfere with the
peace and enjoyment of surrounding homes as places of residence.
i. Maximum lot area is not more than four times the average lot
area on the block.
165.09.07. Supplemental Standards – Commercial Uses.
A.

Alcoholic Beverage Sales.
i. The property line of the proposed use is not located within 300
feet from school, public park, or place of assembly measured in a
straight line distance between the closest property lines. This does
not include grocery stores, convenience stores, or other retail uses
where the sale of alcoholic beverages are not the majority of gross
sales or retail floor area.

B.

Car Wash.
i. There are not more than six, one car bays.
ii. All facilities are designed and configured such that any outdoor
spraying preparation or drying activities are directed away from any
abutting residential districts or uses.
iii. Bay access is oriented and/or screen walls are provided to prevent
headlights from shining onto any abutting residential district or use.
iv. Accessory equipment is set back at least 20 feet from all property
lines.

C. Commercial use with drive-through facility. See Subsubsection
165.07.10.A, Drive-through Services.
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D. Food Services, with drive thru. See Subsubsection 165.07.10.A,
Drive-through Services.
E. General Office, with drive thru. See Subsubsection 165.07.10.A,
Drive-through Services.
F.

Heavy Retail
i. Heavy retail stores that include outdoor storage of materials and
must comply with the following conditions:
a.
Architectural design and materials shall be consistent
with the current or projected character of the surrounding
area.
b.
All outside storage or display of merchandise or other
materials or equipment shall be screened from view at eye
level from a public street or adjacent property.
c.
All storage buildings with overhead doors, drive
openings, or open bays and all loading areas shall be fully
screened from view at eye level from a public street or
adjacent property.
d.
Minimum screening shall be consistent with screening
standards set forth in Section 165.08, Landscaping and
Screening.
e.
All areas not occupied by buildings or landscaping
shall be paved with concrete or asphalt, or similar treatment to
reduce dust.

G. Restaurants (Drive-in). See Subsubsection 165.07.10.A, Drivethrough Services.
i. Access is taken from a collector or arterial street or from a local
street if no residential use is between the access point and the nearest
intersection with a collector or arterial street
H. Restricted Business (Adult Entertainment). It is the purpose of this
sub-section to regulate adult entertainment businesses to limit their inherent
adverse impact in the community while at the same time permitting lawful
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businesses to conduct operations in the community. The City Council finds,
as evidenced in other cities, that the number of adult entertainment
businesses is increasing and that, because of their very nature, such
businesses are recognized as having serious, objectionable operational
characteristics, which are magnified when located in close proximity to
dwellings, churches, schools and parks. Special regulation of adult
entertainment businesses is necessary to ensure that these adverse effects
will not contribute to the blighting or downgrading of the surrounding
neighborhood. The City Council further finds that these regulations are
necessary to protect the youth of this community from the objectionable
operational characteristics of such businesses by restricting their location.
The City Council further finds that these regulations are necessary to protect
the health, safety and general welfare of all residents of the community.
i. No adult entertainment business shall be open for business
between the hours of twelve midnight and six a.m.
ii. A new adult entertainment business shall not be allowed within
500 feet of an existing adult entertainment business.
iii. A new adult entertainment business shall not be located within
1,000 feet of any residentially zoned district or
iv. A new adult entertainment business shall not be located within
1,000 feet of a preexisting school, public park, or place of assembly.
v. Measurements shall be made in a straight line, without regard to
intervening structures or objects, from the main entrance of such
adult entertainment business to the point on the property line of such
other business, school, church, public park or areas zoned for
residential use which is closest to the said main entrance of such
adult entertainment business.
vi. Primary access to the building shall be visible from the street
from which the use takes access.
vii. Building access shall be configured to allow for verification of
age of customers before entry into parts of the building where
sexually-oriented merchandise is displayed or sexually-oriented
entertainment activities occur;
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viii.

The use shall operate entirely indoors;

ix. The interior of the use shall be configured so that the observation
of models or any material depicting, describing, or relating to
specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas by display,
decoration, sign, show window, or other opening from any public
way or from any property not licensed as an adult entertainment
business are not visible from outside of the building through
windows or doors.
x. No part of the interior of the sexually oriented business is visible
from any pedestrian sidewalk, walkway, street, or other public or
semi-public area;
xi. A sign shall be posted at the entrance of the premises which states
the nature of the business and states that no one under the age of 18
years of age is allowed on the premises.
xii. No employee of the business is under 21 years of age;
xiii. No merchandise or services are furnished to any person who
is under 21 years of age
xiv. Compliance with Other Laws Required: Nothing in this
section is intended to authorize, legalize, or permit the establishment,
operation, or maintenance or any business, building, or use which
violates any other provisions of law.
I.

Vehicle Storage Facilities.
i. The perimeter of each new facility shall be fully enclosed by
opaque, freestanding fencing or screen walls. Minimum height of
this enclosure shall be eight feet. Any such enclosure shall be
constructed behind required landscaped bufferyards.
ii. Storage of materials may not be higher than the height of the
surrounding screen fence or wall.

165.09.08. Supplemental Standards – Industrial Uses.
A. Standards for all industrial uses listed as P* and C in Subsection
165.05.13, Use Matrix.
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i. Truck Traffic. Industrial uses that require semi-trailer truck
service shall provide a truck routing plan that demonstrates
compliance with the following standards:
a.
The use shall take access from a road of sufficient
width and construction to accommodate the required semitrailer truck service. Such access shall be evaluated from the
point of ingress and egress to the parcel proposed for
development to the point of intersection of the proposed truck
route with an arterial street or highway, whichever is closer.
b.
The use shall not be located so as to require semitrailer trucks to travel on local roads that traverse residential
zoning districts.
c.
Truck parking, loading, and maneuvering areas shall
be constructed of Portland Cement concrete. All other service
and storage areas shall have an all-weather surface for a
distance of 50 feet from public street right-of-way that
minimizes the generation of dust and sediment. Any
remaining lay down yards or storage areas may have gravel
surfaces.
ii. External Impacts. All manufacturing or fabrication processes that
are reasonably likely to produce material, detrimental off-site
impacts, including glare, dust, odors, air contaminants, vibrations,
and noise impacts, shall be sufficiently enclosed to mitigate the
impacts. For the purposes of this standard, "sufficient enclosure" may
include a bufferyard with walls, fences, and/or earthen berms
necessary to accomplish the mitigation objective.
iii. Nuisance Abatement. Each industry is required to continuously
employ best management practices (BMPs) for pollution control and
nuisance abatement, when reasonably and practicably available to the
industry. Compliance with applicable federal, state, or local laws or
regulations that require a particular BMP or level of technology to be
employed constitutes compliance with this requirement with respect
to the pollutant or nuisance addressed by the law or regulation.
B.

Construction Yards.
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i. The use is not used to dispose of inoperable machines or wastes.
Temporary storage of construction wastes generated by the
contractor who operates the storage yard is permitted, provided that
the materials are not stored for more than seven days and do not
contain hazardous materials or wind-blown debris.
C.

Extraction.
i. Erosion Control. A resource extraction use may not increase the
amount of storm run-off onto adjacent properties as determined by
review of the Zoning Administrator. Erosion control facilities,
including retention and sediment basins, are required of each facility,
if necessary, to meet this standard.
ii. Surface Drainage. The surface of the use may not result in the
collection or ponding of water, unless specifically permitted as part
of a Conditional Use Permit.
iii. Storage of Topsoil. Topsoil shall be collected and stored for
redistribution following the end of the operation.
iv. Elimination of Hazards: Excavation shall not result in a hazard to
any person or property.
a.
Restoration of slopes to a gradient not exceeding 33%
as soon as possible.
b.
Installation of perimeter safety screening and/or
fencing.
c.
Installation of visual screening adjacent to any
property within a residential or public use district consistent
with standards contained in Section 165.08, Landscaping and
Screening.
v. Restoration of Landscape. The topography and soil of the
resource extraction site shall be restored and stabilized within nine
months of completion of the operation. The site shall be seeded,
planted, and contoured in a way that prevents erosion. Alternately,
the site may be used as a lake or body of water, subject to approval
by the City Council with the recommendation of the Commission.
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Junk Yards.
i. The perimeter of each new facility shall be fully enclosed by
opaque, freestanding fencing or screen walls. Minimum height of
this enclosure shall be eight feet. Any such enclosure shall be
constructed behind required landscaped bufferyards.
ii. Each existing junk yard facility shall be screened as provided
above within one year of the effective date of this chapter.
iii. The above requirement shall also apply to uses adjacent to
residential zoning districts or residential uses that include the longterm storage and dismantling of vehicles.
iv. Storage of materials within any salvage services facility may not
be higher than the height of the surrounding screen fence or wall.
v. No new Junk Yards use may be established within 500 feet of the
nearest property line of a pre-existing residential zoning district or of
any pre-established civic use.

E.

Landfill, Refuse, and Compost Disposal.
i. Compliance with Codes: Each landfill must comply with all
relevant city, county, State, or Federal codes and statutes.
ii. Prevention of Hazards: No facility shall present a hazard to
surrounding residents or properties.
iii. Drainage and Water Supply: No landfill may modify or prevent
the flow of major natural drainage ways within the jurisdiction of the
City of Dyersville. Landfills shall not produce a measurable increase
in pollution in any public water-based recreational facility or in any
waterway or well that is a part of a public or private water supply.
iv. Minimum Separation from Residential Uses: No non-putrescible
landfill may be established within 300 feet of a developed residential
or public use. No landfill involving the disposal of putrescible or
septic wastes shall be established within one-fourth mile of any
residential, public, or commercial zoning district; or any State of
Federal Highway.
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v. Restoration of Site: The site of any landfill must be restored,
stabilized, planted, and seeded within six months after the end of the
operation.
vi. Toxic Waste: The disposal of hazardous, toxic, or radioactive
wastes as defined by the Federal Environmental Protection Agency
shall be prohibited within the City of Dyersville and its extraterritorial jurisdiction.
F.

Self-storage Facility.
i. The minimum size of a convenience storage facility shall be one
acre.
ii. Primary activities within the facility shall be limited to the rental
of storage cubicles and the administration and maintenance of the
facility.
iii. Accessory activities can include the storage of vehicles, light
trucks, boats, and recreational vehicles provided that the area:
a.

Does not face the street

b.
area.

Does not comprise more the 50% of the gross site

c.
Includes screening according to Section 165.08,
Landscaping and Screening. However, chain-linked fencing
shall not be used as the required fencing method along sides
facing the street.
iv. All driveways within the facility shall provide a paved surface
with a minimum width of twenty-five (25) feet.
v. All storage must be within enclosed buildings and shall not
include the storage of hazardous materials.
vi. No storage buildings may open into required front yards.
vii. Facilities must maintain landscaped bufferyards of 30 feet
adjacent to any public right-of-way and 20 feet adjacent to other
property lines, unless greater setbacks are required by Section
165.08, Landscaping and Screening.
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165.09.09. Supplemental Standards – Other Uses.
A.

Broadcasting Center.
i. Tower mounted equipment complies with the standards of
Telecommunication Towers.
ii. Roof-mounted equipment does not extend more than 10 feet
above the rooftop.
iii. Ground-mounted satellite dishes are setback at least 75 feet from
all property lines and screened according to Section 165.08,
Landscaping and Screening. Security fencing is allowed but does
not count toward the screening requirements if not opaque.

B.

Electrical Substation.
i. All buildings and structures shall be screened from view from
public rights-of-way or any private property located in any residential
district. Any screening located in or adjacent to any front yard shall
be limited to vegetation that provides effective year-round screening
ii. All electric substation uses shall be fenced where any hazard to
the safety of human or animal life is present.
iii. Yards shall be provided as set out for the district in which the use
is located.

C.

SES (Solar Energy System) Primary Use.
i. Height. The system shall not be taller than 20 in industrial and
agricultural districts, 12 feet in commercial districts, and 6 feet in all
other permitted districts.
ii. Setbacks and lot coverage. Setback and lot coverage standards for
principal buildings in the underlying zoning district apply.
iii. Easements. No portion of any Solar Energy System shall extend
into any easement, right of way or public way regardless of above
stated minimum setbacks.
iv. Interconnection Agreement. A Solar Energy System shall not be
installed until evidence has been given that the utility company has
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been informed of the customer’s intent to install an interconnected
customer-owned system and a copy of executed interconnection
agreement with the utility company is provided.
v. Abandonment. Any solar energy system that is not operated for a
continuous period of 180 days shall be considered abandoned and
shall be removed by the property owner. Removal includes the entire
structure including transmission equipment.
vi. Maintenance. The property owner of any Solar Energy System
shall maintain such system in a safe and attractive manner, including
replacement of defective parts, painting, cleaning, and other acts that
may be required for the maintenance and upkeep of the function and
appearance of such a system.
vii. Underground Wire Requirement. The electrical collection
system shall be placed underground within the interior of each parcel.
Overhead lines shall not be permitted.
viii. Industry Standard. As part of the Special Use Permit,
documentation shall be provided showing that the system and parts
meet industry standards, such as Underwriters Laboratories (UL), or
another standard applicable to the technology and materials of the
system.
ix. Solar Access. A property owner who has installed or intends to
install a Solar Energy System shall be responsible for negotiation
with other property owners in the vicinity for any necessary solar
easement. The granting of a Special Use Permit for Solar Energy
System by the Board of Adjustment does not constitute solar access
rights.
D.

Telecommunication Tower.
i. Interpretation and Definitions
a.
Conflicts; Controlling Provisions: To the extent this
chapter conflicts with the zoning ordinance, sign ordinance,
or any other ordinance of the city, this section shall control.
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b.
Interpretation: For the purpose of this chapter, certain
words, phrases, and terms used herein shall be interpreted as
stated in this section. Unless otherwise defined, other words
shall have the meanings normally ascribed to them. Questions
as to interpretation shall be resolved by the board of
adjustment. For the purposes of this chapter, the terms used
have the following meanings:
(i) Applicant: Any person engaged in the business of
providing wireless telecommunications services or the
wireless telecommunications infrastructure required
for wireless telecommunications services and who
submits an application.
(ii) Application: A request submitted by an applicant
to the city of Dyersville for the following: An eligible
facilities request, to construct a new tower, for the
initial placement of transmission equipment on a
wireless support structure, for the modification of an
existing tower or existing base station that constitutes
a substantial change to an existing tower or existing
base station, or any other request to construct or place
transmission equipment that does not meet the
definition of an eligible facilities request.
ii. Base Station: A structure or equipment at a fixed location that
enables FCC-licensed or authorized wireless communications
between user equipment and a communications network. The term
does not encompass a tower as defined herein or any equipment
associated with a tower. Base station includes, without limitation:
(i) Equipment associated with wireless
communications services such as private, broadcast,
and public safety services, as well as unlicensed
wireless services and fixed wireless services such as
microwave backhaul.
(ii) Radio transceivers, antennas, coaxial or fiber-optic
cable, regular and backup power supplies, and
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comparable equipment, regardless of technological
configuration.
(iii) Any structure other than a tower that, at the
time the relevant application is filed with the city of
Dyersville under this section, supports or houses
equipment described in this Subsection that has been
reviewed and approved under the applicable zoning or
siting process, or under another state or local
regulatory review process, even if the structure was
not built for the sole or primary purpose of providing
that support.
(iv) The term does not include any structure that, at the
time the relevant application is filed with the city of
Dyersville under this section, does not support or
house equipment described in Subsection 165.09.08Dc
of this section.
b.
Collocation: The mounting or installation of
transmission equipment on an eligible support structure for
the purpose of transmitting and/or receiving radio frequency
signals for communications purposes.
c.
Electric Utility: Any owner or operator of electric
transmission or distribution facilities subject to the regulation
and enforcement activities of the Iowa Utilities Board relating
to safety standards.
d.
Eligible Facilities Request: Any request for
modification of an existing tower or base station that does not
substantially change the physical dimensions of such tower or
base station, involving:
e.

Collocation of new transmission equipment,

f.

Removal of transmission equipment, or

g.

Replacement of transmission equipment.
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h.
Eligible Support Structure: Any tower or base station
as defined in this section, provided that it is existing at the
time the relevant application is filed with the city of
Dyersville under this section.
i.
Wireless Support Structure: A structure that exists at
the time an application is submitted and is capable of
supporting the attachment or installation of transmission
equipment in compliance with applicable codes, including but
not limited to water towers, buildings, and other structures,
whether within or outside the public right-of-way. “Wireless
support structure” does not include a tower or existing base
station.
j.
Existing: A constructed tower or base station is
existing for purposes of this section if it has been reviewed
and approved under the applicable zoning or siting process, or
under another state or local regulatory review process,
provided that a tower that has not been reviewed and
approved because it was not in a zoned area when it was built,
but was lawfully constructed, is existing for purposes of this
section.
k.
Initial Placement or Installation. The first time
transmission equipment is placed or installed on a wireless
support structure.
l.
Site. For towers not in the public right-of-way, the
current boundaries of the leased or owned property
surrounding the tower and any access or utility easements
currently related to the site, and, for other eligible support
structures other than towers, that area in proximity to the
structure and to other transmission equipment already
deployed on the ground.
m.
Substantial Change: A modification substantially
changes the physical dimensions of an eligible support
structure if it meets any of the following criteria:
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(i) For towers other than towers in the public rightsof-way, it increases the height of the tower by more
than 10 percent or by the height of one additional
antenna array with separation from the nearest existing
antenna not to exceed 20 feet, whichever is greater; for
other eligible support structures, it increases the height
of the structure by more than 10 percent or more than
10 feet, whichever is greater;
(ii) For towers other than towers in the public rightsof-way, it involves adding an appurtenance to the body
of the tower that would protrude from the edge of the
tower more than 20 feet, or more than the width of the
tower structure at the level of the appurtenance,
whichever is greater; for other eligible support
structures, it involves adding an appurtenance to the
body of the structure that would protrude from the
edge of the structure by more than six feet;
(iii) For any eligible support structure, it involves
installation of more than the standard number of new
equipment cabinets for the technology involved, but
not to exceed four cabinets; or, for towers in the public
rights-of-way and base stations, it involves installation
of any new equipment cabinets on the ground if there
are no preexisting ground cabinets associated with the
structure, or else involves installation of ground
cabinets that are more than 10 percent larger in height
or overall volume than any other ground cabinets
associated with the structure;
(iv) It entails any excavation or deployment outside the
current site;
(v) It would defeat the concealment elements of the
eligible support structure; or
(vi) It does not comply with conditions associated with
the siting approval of the construction or modification
CODE OF ORDINANCES, DYERSVILLE, IOWA
- 175 -

CHAPTER 165

ZONING REGULATIONS

of the eligible support structure or base station
equipment, provided however that this limitation does
not apply to any modification that is non-compliant
only in a manner that would not exceed the thresholds
identified in Subsection 165.09.08Do of this section.
(vii) Height shall be measured from the original
support structure in cases where deployments are or
will be separated horizontally, such as on buildings’
rooftops. Otherwise, height shall be measured from the
dimensions of the tower or base station, inclusive of
originally-approved appurtenances and any
modifications that were approved prior to the passage
of the Spectrum Act, Pub. L. No. 112-96, Tit. VI.
n.
Transmission Equipment. Equipment that facilitates
transmission for any FCC-licensed or authorized wireless
communication service including, but not limited to, radio
transceivers, antennas, coaxial or fiber-optic cable, and
regular and backup power supply. The term includes
equipment associated with wireless communications services
including, but not limited to, private, broadcast, and public
safety services, as well as unlicensed wireless services and
fixed wireless services such as microwave backhaul.
o.
Tower. Any structure built for the sole or primary
purpose of supporting any FCC-licensed or authorized
antennas and their associated facilities, including structures
that are constructed for wireless communications services
including, but not limited to, private, broadcast, and public
safety services, as well as unlicensed wireless services and
fixed wireless services such as microwave backhaul, and the
associated site.
p.
Utility Pole. A structure owned or operated by a
public utility, municipality, or electric utility that is designed
specifically for and used to carry lines, cable, or wires for
telephone, cable television, or electricity, or to provide
lighting.
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q.
FCC: Federal Communications Commission of the
United States.
iii. Application Review for All Applications
a.
Application: Applicant shall complete an application
form and indicate whether their application and intended use
is for:
(i) An eligible facilities request, construction of a new
tower,
(ii) For the initial placement of transmission
equipment on a wireless support structure,
(iii) For the modification of an existing tower or
existing base station that constitutes a substantial
change to an existing tower or existing base station, or
(iv) Any other request to construct or place
transmission equipment that does not meet the
definition of an eligible facilities request.
b.
Zoning and Land Use. The city of Dyersville
exercises zoning, land use, planning, and permitting authority
within the city’s territorial boundaries and within the twomile limit of the territorial boundaries with regard to the siting
of transmission equipment, subject to the provisions of Iowa
Code Chapter 8C and federal law.
c.
Duration of Approval. The duration of the approval
shall not be limited, except that construction of the approved
structure or facilities shall be commenced within two years of
final approval, including the disposition of any appeals, and
diligently pursued to completion.
d.
Limitation of Information: The information requested
for an application shall not include information about, or
evaluate an applicant’s business decisions with respect to, the
applicant’s designed service, customer demand for service, or
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quality of the applicant’s service to or from a particular area
or site.
e.
Limitation of Review for Other Potential Locations or
Collocation: The city of Dyersville’s review will not:
(i) Include evaluating the availability of other
potential locations for the placement or construction of
a tower or transmission equipment, or
(ii) Require applicants to establish other options for
collocation instead of the construction of a new tower
or modification of an existing tower or existing base
station that constitutes a substantial change to an
existing tower or existing base station.
f.
Transmission Equipment and Technology:
Application review shall not dictate the type of transmission
equipment or technology to be used by the applicant or
discriminate between different types of infrastructure or
technology.
g.
Radio Frequency and Environmental Impacts: The
city of Dyersville shall not:
(i) Deny an application, in whole or in part, based on
perceived or alleged environmental effects of radio
frequency emissions, as provided in 47 U.S.C.
§332(c)(7)(B)(iv), or
(ii) Establish or enforce regulations or procedures for
radio frequency signal strength or the adequacy of
service quality.
(iii) Impose environmental testing, sampling, or
monitoring requirements or other compliance
measures for radio frequency emissions from
transmission equipment that are categorically excluded
under FCC rules for radio frequency emissions
pursuant to 47.C.F.R. §1.1307(b)(1).
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h.
Removal. The city of Dyersville shall not require the
removal of existing towers, base stations, or transmission
equipment, wherever located, as a condition to approval of an
application.
i.
Emergency Power Systems. The city of Dyersville
shall not prohibit the placement of emergency power systems
that comply with federal and state environmental
requirements.
j.
Surety Requirements. The city of Dyersville shall not
impose surety requirements, including bonds, escrow,
deposits, letters of credit, or any other type of financial surety,
to ensure that abandoned or unused towers or transmission
equipment can be removed.
k.
Tower Space. The city of Dyersville shall not
condition the approval of an application on the applicant’s
agreement to:
(i) Provide space on or near the tower, base station, or
wireless support structure for the city of Dyersville or
local governmental or nongovernmental services at
less than the market rate for such space, or
(ii) Provide other services via the structure or facilities
at less than the market rate for such services.
l.
Historic Properties and Districts. The city of
Dyersville may administer and enforce zoning regulations to
approve or deny applications for proposed alterations to
exterior features of designated local historic landmarks.
Applicants shall also comply with federal and state historic
property laws.
m.
Discrimination: The city of Dyersville shall not
discriminate on the basis of the ownership, including
ownership by the city, of any property, structure, or tower
when promulgating rules or procedures for siting wireless
facilities or for evaluating applications.
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n.
Open Records: All records, documents, and electronic
data in the possession or custody of the city of Dyersville
personnel are subject to and disclosure of such records shall
be consistent with Iowa Code Chapter 22.
o.
Remedies. Applicants and the city of Dyersville may
bring claims related to this ordinance to any court of
competent jurisdiction.
iv. Application Review for Applications Identified as Eligible
Facilities Requests:
a.
Application for Eligible Facilities Requests: For those
applications identified by applicant and determined by the
city of Dyersville to be an eligible facilities request, the
application shall be limited to the information necessary for
the city to consider whether an application is an eligible
facilities request. The application may not require the
applicant to demonstrate a need or business case for the
proposed modification.
b.
Type of Review: Upon receipt of an application for an
eligible facilities request pursuant to this chapter, the
community development department shall review such
application to determine whether the application so qualifies.
c.
Timeframe for Review: Within 60 days of the date on
which an applicant submits an application seeking approval
under this chapter, the city of Dyersville shall approve the
application unless it determines that the application is not
covered by this chapter.
d.
Tolling of the Timeframe for Review: The 60-day
review period begins to run when the application is filed, and
may be tolled only by mutual agreement by the city and the
applicant, or in cases where the city determines that the
application is incomplete. The timeframe for review is not
tolled by a moratorium on the review of applications.
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(i) To toll the timeframe for incompleteness, the city
must provide written notice to the applicant within 30
days of receipt of the application, specifically
delineating all missing documents or information
required in the application.
(ii) The timeframe for review begins running again
when the applicant makes a supplemental submission
in response to the city’s notice of incompleteness.
(iii) Following a supplemental submission, the city
of Dyersville will notify the applicant within 10 days
that the supplemental submission did not provide the
information identified in the original notice
delineating missing information.. Second or
subsequent notices of incompleteness may not specify
missing documents or information that were not
delineated in the original notice of incompleteness.
v. Interaction with Section 332(c)(7) of the United States Federal
Code: If the city determines that the applicant’s request is not an
eligible facilities request, the city shall notify applicant in writing and
the basis of its determination. The timeframes under Subsections
165.09.08Div and 165.09.08Dv of this section will begin to run from
the issuance of the city of Dyersville’s decision that the application is
not an eligible facilities request. To the extent such information is
necessary, the city may request additional information from the
applicant to evaluate the application under Subsections 165.09.08Div
and 165.09.08Dv of this section, pursuant to the limitations
applicable to said sections.
vi. Failure to Act: In the event the city fails to approve or deny a
request seeking approval under this chapter, within the timeframe for
review (accounting for any tolling), the request shall be deemed
granted. The deemed grant does not become effective until the
applicant notifies the city in writing after the review period has
expired (accounting for any tolling) that the application has been
deemed granted.
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a.
Application Review for Applications Identified for
New Tower Construction:
b.
Application: For those applications identified by
applicant and determined by the city to construct a new tower,
the applicant shall submit the necessary copies and
attachments of the application to the community development
department and comply with applicable local ordinances
concerning land use and the appropriate permitting processes.
c.
Additional Information for Residential Districts: The
city may request propagation maps solely for the purpose of
identifying the location of the coverage or capacity gap or
need for applications for new towers in an area zoned
residential.
d.
Explanation for Proposed Location: The city may
require an applicant to provide an explanation regarding the
reason for choosing the proposed location for construction of
a new tower and the reason the applicant did not choose
collocation. The explanation shall include a sworn statement
from an individual who has responsibility over placement of
the tower attesting that collocation within the area determined
by the applicant to meet the applicant’s radio frequency
engineering requirements for the placement of a site would
not result in the same mobile service functionality, coverage,
and capacity, is technically infeasible, or is economically
burdensome to the applicant.
e.
Timeframe for Review: Within 150 days of the date
on which an applicant submits an application seeking
approval to construct a new tower, the city shall approve or
deny the application unless another date is specified in a
written agreement between the city and the applicant.
f.
Tolling of the Timeframe for Review: The 150-day
review period begins to run when the application is filed, and
may be tolled only by mutual agreement by the city of
Dyersville and the applicant, or in cases where the
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Commission determines that the application is incomplete.
The Commission shall review the application for conformity
with applicable local zoning regulations, building permit
requirements, and consistency with this chapter. The
timeframe for review is not tolled by a moratorium on the
review of applications.
(i) To toll the timeframe for incompleteness, the city
must provide written notice to the applicant within 30
days of receipt of the application, specifically
delineating all missing documents or information
required in the application and the city’s timeframe to
review is tolled beginning the date the notice is sent.
(ii) The city’s timeframe of 150 days for review begins
running again when the applicant makes a
supplemental submission in response to the city’s
notice of incompleteness.
(iii) The city’s 150-day timeframe for review does
not toll if the city requests information regarding any
of the considerations the city may not consider as
described in Subsection 11-11-17A4 of this section.
(iv) Following a supplemental submission, the city will
notify the applicant within ten days that the
supplemental submission did not provide the
information identified in the original notice
delineating missing information. Second or subsequent
notices of incompleteness may not specify missing
documents or information that were not delineated in
the original notice of incompleteness.
(v) The city shall make its final decision to approve or
disapprove the application in writing within the
timeframe.
g.
Failure to Act: In the event the city of Dyersville fails
to approve or deny a request seeking approval under this
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subsection within the timeframe for review (accounting for
any tolling), the request shall be deemed granted.
vii. Application Review for Applications Identified for the Initial
Placement or Installation of Transmission Equipment on Wireless
Support Structures, Modification of an Existing Tower or Existing
Base Station that Constitutes a Substantial Change, or Other
Requests for Construction or Placement of Transmission Equipment
that Do Not Constitute Eligible Facilities Requests:
a.
Application: For those applications identified by
applicant and determined by the city to be for the initial
placement or installation of transmission equipment on
wireless support structures, modification of an existing tower
or existing base station that constitutes a substantial change,
or other requests for construction or placement of
transmission equipment that do not constitute an eligible
facilities request, the applicant shall submit the necessary
copies and attachments of the application to the community
development department and comply with applicable local
ordinances concerning land use or regulations concerning
land use and zoning and the appropriate local permitting
processes.
b.
Timeframe for Review: Within 90 days of the date on
which an applicant submits an application seeking approval to
construct a new tower, the city shall approve or deny the
application unless another date is specified in a written
agreement between the city and the applicant. The
Commission shall review the application for conformity with
applicable local zoning regulations, building permit
requirements, and consistency with Iowa Code Chapter 8C.
c.
Tolling of the Timeframe for Review: The 90-day
review period begins to run when the application is filed, and
may be tolled only by mutual agreement by the city of
Bettendorf and the applicant, or in cases where the zoning
administrator determines that the application is incomplete.
The zoning administrator shall review the application for
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conformity with applicable local zoning regulations, building
permit requirements, and consistency with this section. The
timeframe for review is not tolled by a moratorium on the
review of applications.
(i) To toll the timeframe for incompleteness, the city
must provide written notice to the applicant within 30
days of receipt of the application, specifically
delineating all missing documents or information
required in the application and the city’s timeframe to
review is tolled beginning the date the notice is sent.
(ii) The city’s timeframe of 90 days for review begins
running again when the applicant makes a
supplemental submission in response to city’s notice
of incompleteness.
(iii) The city’s 90-day timeframe for review does
not toll if the city requests information regarding any
of the considerations the city may not consider as
described in this subsection.
(iv) Following a supplemental submission, the city will
notify the applicant within ten days that the
supplemental submission did not provide the
information identified in the original notice
delineating missing information. Second or subsequent
notices of incompleteness may not specify missing
documents or information that were not delineated in
the original notice of incompleteness.
(v) The city shall make its final decision to approve or
disapprove the application in writing within the
timeframe.
d.
Failure to Act: In the event the city fails to approve or
deny a request seeking approval under this section within the
timeframe for review (accounting for any tolling), the request
shall be deemed granted.
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viii. Use Restrictions. All towers approved by a conditional use
permit are subject to the following provisions:
a.
Telecommunication towers are allowed without regard
to the height limits of the applicable zoning district
b.
All towers, antennae, and other telecommunication
facilities shall meet or exceed all standards and requirements
of the Federal Communication Commission (FCC), Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA), and any other agency of the
state or federal governments, as well as the City’s building,
electrical, mechanical, and any other applicable codes.
c.
The maximum height that may be approved for a
telecommunication tower as part of a conditional use permit is
250 feet.
d.
Telecommunication towers shall be set back the
greater distance of:
(i) The setback requirements of the underlying district
(ii) 200 feet from any residential district or use
(iii)

25 percent of the height of the tower

(iv) The distance specified as a potential hazard area by
the designer of the structure.
e.
Guy wire anchors and accessory structures shall not
encroach into the required setbacks for principal structures in
the underlying district.
ix. Tower Design.
a.
All telecommunication towers shall meet or exceed
current published EIA/TIA structural standards and shall have
adequate load-bearing capacity to carry the antennas of three
similar providers.
b.
Stealth and/or camouflage design of towers and
antennas may be required to reduce the visual impact of the
structure, especially in residential districts.
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c.
Towers shall be a neutral color such as a noncontrasting gray or similar color, and not include signage
painted on the tower.
d.
Lighting. Telecommunication towers shall only be
illuminated as required by the Federal Communication
Commission (FCC) and/or the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA). Security lighting around the base of a
tower must be shielded so that no light is directed towards
adjacent properties or rights-of-way.
e.
Screening. A fence or screen that is at least eight feet
in height must surround the base of a telecommunication
tower. The use of barbed wire or other security measure shall
be allowed only as specifically approved.
x. Inspections. Telecommunication towers shall be inspected by a
qualified tower inspection service once every 36 months by the
owner, operator, or a representative to assess the structural condition
of the tower and support equipment. An inspection report shall be
prepared and filed with the Inspection Services Division. The
required report shall certify that the tower continues to meet or
exceed the current published EIA/TIA structural standards and is in
sound and safe operating condition.
xi. Additional Antennae or Transmission Equipment. In accordance
with the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012, it is
intended that collocation of additional antennas on towers authorized
pursuant to this Item, or the removal and replacement of transmission
equipment on an existing wireless telecommunication tower or base
station shall be permitted, provided the tower has the structural
capacity to carry the antenna and that the approved development plan
accommodates the siting of any required support facilities, and
provided that this action does not substantially change the physical
dimensions (e.g. height, gross floor area, building coverage, guy
wire span, etc.) of the tower or base station.
E.

WECS (Wind Energy Conservation System).
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i. The distance from all lot lines or any building or power line to
any tower support base of a WECS shall be equal to the sum of the
tower height and the diameter of the rotor. A reduction of this
requirement may be granted as part of a Conditional Use Permit
approval if the City Council, after recommendation by the
Commission, finds that the reduction is consistent with public health,
safety, and welfare.
ii. The distance between the tower support bases of any two WECS
shall be the minimum of five rotor lengths, determined by the size of
the largest rotor. A reduction of this requirement may be granted as
part of a Conditional Use Permit approval if the City Council, after
recommendation by the Commission, finds that the reduction does
not impede the operation of either WECS.
iii. Any tower or rotor shall maintain a distance of at least 100
horizontal feet from any structure, power line, or antenna located on
another property.
iv. The WECS operation shall not interfere with radio, television,
computer, or other electronic operations on adjacent properties.
v. A fence eight feet high with a locking gate shall be placed around
any WECS tower base; or the tower climbing apparatus shall begin
no lower than twelve feet above ground.
vi. The height of the WECS may exceed the height restrictions of the
base district by up to 50%. The bottom tip of any rotor must be at
least 10 feet above any area accessible to pedestrians.
165.09.10. Outdoor Storage. Outdoor storage is permitted only as provided in this
Subsection, Table 165.05.14.01, Permitted Accessory and Temporary Uses, and any
applicable use conditions listed in Ordinance.
A. Agricultural Use Types. Outdoor storage is permitted, as listed in
Table 165.05.14.01, Permitted Accessory and Temporary Uses, only where
incidental to agricultural uses.
B. Residential Uses and Property. Except as otherwise provided by this
Ordinance, any goods, equipment, materials, machinery, and parts thereof
stored on any residentially zoned property must be:
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i. Stored in completely enclosed buildings; or
a.
In spaces not more than five percent of the lot size and
screened by fencing and/or evergreen shrubbery providing at
least an 80% screen and having a height of no less than 6 feet
nor more than 8 feet.
C. Civic Use Types. Outdoor storage is permitted, as listed in Table
165.05.14.01, Permitted Accessory and Temporary Uses, only:
i. Where incidental to Maintenance Facilities; or
ii. In completely enclosed buildings or in spaces screened by
fencing and/or evergreen shrubbery providing at least an 80% screen
and having a height of no less than 6 feet nor more than 8 feet.
D. Commercial Use Types. Outdoor storage is permitted, as listed in
Table 165.05.14.01, Permitted Accessory and Temporary Uses, where
incidental any use provided that such storage:
i. Occupies a maximum of ten percent of the gross floor area of the
principal building; and
ii. Is completely screened at property lines by an opaque barrier, as
set forth in Subsection 165.08.06, Bufferyard and Screening
Provisions.
iii. These provisions shall apply to any established use after the
effective date of this chapter.
E. Industrial and Miscellaneous Use Types. Outdoor storage is
permitted, as listed in Table 165.05.14.01, Permitted Accessory and
Temporary Uses, where it is incidental to industrial uses provided that such
storage:
i. Is subject to screening requirements set forth in Subsection
165.08.06, Bufferyard and Screening Provisions.
165.09.11. Fence Regulations.
A. Corner Visibility. In any residential district, no fence or continuous
planting shall be maintained within thirty (30) feet of any corner lot street
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line intersection which would impair the sight distance of the operator of a
motor vehicle.
B. Location. No fences are permitted in the public street right-of-way and
shall be erected and maintained so as to avoid limiting or obstructing the
flow of water in natural drainage courses, or drainageways created within
easements.
C. Easements. Any fence erected on a tract of land subject to an easement
for the construction, maintenance, operations, or replacement of any water,
sanitary or storm sewer, gas line, electric power, telephone, or other utility
poles, or other cables or lines shall be designed and constructed to be readily
removable to permit the use of the easement. Such fences shall be subject to
removal by request whenever necessary to permit access. The cost of
removal or replacement shall be the responsibility of the owner of the fence.
D. Materials. Fences shall be constructed of wood, chain-link, PVC/
resin, stone or masonry materials, or ornamental metals only. Wood fences
shall utilize standard building lumber only. Barbed wire fences are not
permitted except for in the A-1 and I-3 districts and are defined as any fence
that includes in its material barbs, blades, razors, electric current or other
features specifically designed to injure or abrade an individual or animal
who attempts to negotiate the fence. Wire mesh fences may be permitted to
enclose tennis courts and game and recreation areas on public land and
residential lots.
E. Permit. No fence shall be constructed or reconstructed without a
building permit issued pursuant to Subsubsection 165.03.04.F, Building
Permit of this chapter
F.

Height.
i. Residential Districts. No fence or continuous planting over three
(3) feet in height shall be maintained in any front yard; no fence or
continuous planting over four (4) feet in height shall be maintained in
any side yard; and no fence or continuous planting over eight (8) feet
in height shall be maintained in a rear yard.
ii. Civic Uses in Residential Districts. The maximum height of
fences installed as part of Primary and Secondary Educational
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Facilities, Day Care, and Park and Recreation Use Types, or any
other use that provides secured outdoor space for the use of children
within Residential Zoning Districts shall be eight feet.
iii. Non-Residential Districts. The maximum height of a fence for
any permitted use in any non-residential zoning district shall be eight
feet, except that fences shall not be permitted in the front yard of
commercial and civic districts.
G. Appeals. Denial, revocations, or cancellations of a building permit
based on the provisions of this Section may be appealed to the Board of
Adjustment, as set forth in Subsubsection 165.03.04.P, Appeals.
165.09.12. Accessory Uses. Accessory uses and accessory buildings and structures
include, but are not limited to, those set out in this Section.
A.

Permitted Accessory Uses: All Districts.
i. Fallout and storm shelters, provided they shall not be used for any
principal use or accessory use that is not permitted in the district in
which it is located.
ii. Solar energy systems and their condensers and energy storage
provided:
a.
Ground or structure mounted equipment are subject to
the same setback requirements as accessory structures.
b.
Coverage. Systems for residential properties shall not
exceed one-tenth (1/10) of the footprint of the principal
building served or one hundred (100) square feet, whichever
is greater. Systems for non-residential properties shall not
exceed one-half (1/2) of the footprint of the principal
structure building served. Measurement of the system shall
be based upon the area of the solar receiving panel, regardless
of the adjustment angle of the panel.
c.
May encroach into the height and setback regulations
according to Subsection 165.06.22, Development Exceptions.
d.
Damaged or inoperable equipment is removed within
60 days.
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iii. Telecommunication antennas on existing structures, such as water
towers, telecommunication towers, and utility poles.
iv. Satellite Dishes and Antennas which are freestanding and
accessory to a primary use and are designed to receive and transmit
electromagnetic signals, or to receive signals from satellites, shall not
be located within any front yard of the primary use, setback at least
10 feet from all property lines, and limited to 15 feet in height.
a.
When mounted to a building, all cabling must be run
internally when feasible, securely attached, and as
inconspicuous as practicable. All equipment shall be setback
5 feet from all lot lines.
B. Permitted Accessory Uses: Residential Uses. Residential uses may
include the following accessory uses, activities, and structures on the same
lot.
i. Private garages and parking for the residency use.
ii. Storage structures incidental to a permitted use.
iii. Recreational activities and uses by residents.
iv. Home occupations, subject to the provisions of this Ordinance.
v. Non-commercial convenience services for the primary use of
residents of multi-family uses or mobile home parks, including
laundromats, clubhouses, and post offices.
vi. Shipping containers are not allowed in residential zones. A
temporary shipping container can be approved by the Zoning
Administrator when accessory to a project that has a valid residential
building permit. A temporary shipping container is allowed at a
residential building site for up to one hundred eighty consecutive
days for temporary storage after the building permit is issued.
C. Permitted Accessory Uses: Other Use Types. Other use types may
include the following accessory uses, activities, and structures on the same
lot:
i. Accessory uses permitted for residential uses.
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ii. Parking for the principal use.
iii. Manufacturing or fabrication of products made for sale in a
principal commercial use, provided such manufacturing is totally
contained within the structure housing the principal use.
iv. Services operated for the sole benefit of employees of the
principal use.
v. Shipping containers are allowed in industrial districts; provided,
that the use is in conformance with current permitted zoning uses.
a.
Shipping containers used only for storage do not
require a building permit or engineering foundation.
D.

Permitted Accessory Uses: Agricultural Use Types.
i. Other uses and activities necessarily and customarily associated
with the purpose and functions of agricultural uses.
ii. Buildings that directly serve and are required for the conduct of
crop and animal production, are exempt from requirements for
building permits and inspections. Structures that house other uses
are subject to the requirements of this ordinance, even if located on
property zoned or primarily zoned or used for agricultural purposes.

E.

Accessory Use Standards.
i. Building Permit. A building permit is required prior to
placement of a structure larger than 200 square feet in area
ii. Setbacks. Accessory buildings are subject to all site development
regulations of its zoning district, except as provided below:
a.
Side Yards. An accessory building may be located a
minimum of three feet from the side lot line of the property if
it is located in an area from six feet behind the rear building
line of the principal building to the rear property line and is
under 15 feet in height. An additional one foot setback is
required for every two feet above 15 feet in height, up to the
minimum requirements of the zoning district.
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b.
Front Yards. No accessory building may be located
between the front building line of the principal building and
the front property line.
c.
Rear Yard. The minimum rear yard setback for
accessory buildings shall be 7.5 feet. The sum of the width of
the alley and the rear yard setback shall be at least 20 feet if
the accessory building is a garage with a vehicular entrance
door that is directly oriented toward an alley. Double-frontage
lots shall require front-yard setbacks along both street
frontages as required by the individual zoning district.
Easements may be incorporated into these required setbacks.
No accessory building shall be located within any easement or
right-of-way along the rear property line.
d.
Street Yards: No accessory building shall be located
within 20 feet from any street right-of-way line.
e.
Garage Setbacks: Any detached garage that fronts on
a public street must be set back at least 20 feet from such
street, regardless of the setback requirement within the zoning
district. This shall not be interpreted to waive a larger
required minimum setback required by the zoning district.
iii. Residential Accessory Building Size.
a.
The maximum size of a detached garage for a singlefamily detached, single-family attached, or duplex residential
uses shall not exceed the larger of 720 square feet, or 25% of
the building coverage of the main residential structure. A
detached garage may exceed these maximums subject to
approval of a Conditional Use Permit and other requirements
of this section.
b.
All accessory buildings on a site, taken together with
the principal structure(s), must comply with the building
coverage requirements for the zoning district.
iv. Height. In residential districts, the maximum height shall be 20
feet for any accessory building.
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v. Design. Exterior building materials and architectural designs used
for detached garages in residential districts shall be comparable to, or
similar to, or architecturally harmonious with, the existing main
residential structure.
vi. Other Standards for Accessory Buildings.
a.
Separation from Other Buildings: No accessory
building shall be placed within five feet of any other building
on its own property.
b.
Attached Accessory Buildings: Any accessory
building physically attached to the principal building shall be
considered part of the principal building and subject to the
development regulations of its zoning district, except as
modified in this section.
c.
Hazards: Any accessory use that creates a potential
fire hazard shall be located a minimum of 10 feet from any
residential structure. Such uses include but are not limited to
detached fireplaces, barbecue ovens, or storage of flammable
materials.
d.
No accessory building shall be built upon any lot until
construction of the principal building has begun.
165.09.13. Temporary Uses. These provisions are intended to permit occasional,
temporary uses and activities, when consistent with the objectives of the Dyersville
Ordinance and compatible with surrounding uses. They are further intended to prevent
temporary uses from assuming the character of permanent uses.
A. Roadside Stand. Retail operation of roadside stands associated with a
primary agricultural use may be permitted in the A-1 District, subject to the
following requirements:
i. A roadside stand is a facility used on a temporary or seasonal
basis for the retail sale of produce grown largely on adjacent or
surrounding agricultural lands.
ii. A roadside stand may be located within a required front yard but
no closer than 40 feet to the edge of a traveled roadway.
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iii. A roadside stand may operate for a maximum of 180 days in any
one year.
B. Garage sales. Provided that the frequency of such sales at any one
location are limited to one sale of no more than three days duration in a
month, and three sales during any twelve month period.
C. Development sales offices. Such offices may remain in place until
90% of the lots or units within the development are sold and may not be
located within a mobile home or manufactured home/structure.
D.

Public assemblies, displays, and exhibits.

E. Commercial circuses, carnivals, fairs, festivals, or other transient
events. Provided that events are located on property owned by the
sponsoring non-profit organization, or are located within an A-1, C-1, C-2,
C-3, I-1, I-2, or I-3 zoning district. Such uses shall not exceed three weeks
in duration.
F.

Outdoor art shows and exhibits.

G. Outdoor Commercial or Seasonal sales. Including Christmas tree or
other holiday-related merchandise sales lots, provided that such facilities are
not located in a residential zoning district.
H.

Construction site offices. If located on the construction site itself.

I.
Outdoor special sales. Provided that such sales operate no more than
three days in the same week and five days in the same month; and are
located in commercial or industrial zoning districts.
J. Construction Batch Plants. In the I-1, I-2, or I-3 District, provided
that:
i. No plant may be located within 600 feet of a developed
residential use, park, or school.
ii. The facility is located no more than one mile from its job site.
The Administrator may extend this distance to two miles, if such
extension avoids use of local streets by plant-related vehicles.
iii. Hours of operation do not exceed 12 hours per day.
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iv. The duration of the plant's operation does not exceed 180 days.
K. Additional temporary uses that the Administrator determines to be
similar to the previously described uses in this section.
L.

Conditions for all Temporary Uses.
i. Each site shall be left free of debris, litter, or other evidence of
the use upon its completion or removal with trash containers and
recycling container placed near the area for exhibits, assemblies, and
shows.
ii. Temporary buildings shall comply with all site development
regulations of the respective zoning district.
iii. All temporary uses shall comply with access and circulation
requirements of the Dyersville Code of Ordinances.
iv. All temporary uses shall comply with signage and lighting
requirements of the Dyersville Code of Ordinances.
v. The Zoning Administrator may establish other conditions that
he/she deems necessary to ensure compatibility with surrounding
land uses. Examples include but are not limited to:
a.

Hours of operation

b.

Proof general liability insurance for the event

c.

Provision of public safety enhancements
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165.10.01. Purpose. It is the purpose of this chapter to promote the public health, safety
and general welfare through reasonable, consistent and non-discriminatory sign
standards. The sign regulations in this chapter are not intended to censor speech or to
regulate viewpoints, but instead are intended to regulate the adverse secondary effects
of signs. The sign regulations are especially intended to address the secondary effects
that may adversely impact aesthetics and traffic and pedestrian safety. The sign
regulations are designed to serve substantial governmental interests and, in some cases,
compelling governmental interests such as traffic safety and warning signs of threats to
bodily injury or death. This chapter is not intended to extend its regulatory regime to
objects that are not traditionally considered signs for purpose of government regulation.
This chapter establishes sign regulations, including provisions to control the type,
design, size, location and maintenance of signs, to achieve the following purposes:
A. To enable the public to locate goods, services and facilities without
difficulty or confusion;
B. To protect property values, public investment and overall neighborhood
character by preventing conditions that have undesirable impacts on
surrounding properties;
C. To promote the development of attractive and harmonious residential
districts, viable retail and commercial districts, and appropriately identify
industrial uses;
D. To ensure signs are designed and located to reduce distraction and
confusion that may be contributing factors to traffic congestion or accidents
and maintain a safe and orderly pedestrian and vehicular environment;
E. To enable the fair and consistent enforcement of these sign regulations
and to provide standards regarding the non-communicative aspects of signs.
165.10.02. Application. Signs shall be designed, erected, altered, moved, displayed and
maintained in accordance with the regulations set forth in this chapter.
A. The provisions in this chapter shall not amend or in any way interfere
with other codes, rules, or regulations governing traffic signs within the
City.
B. The regulations contained in this chapter shall apply to signs outside of
the public right-of-way, except when specifically stated otherwise.
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C. The owner of any sign, which is otherwise permitted by this chapter,
may substitute noncommercial copy or message in lieu of any other
commercial or noncommercial sign copy of message.
165.10.03. Conflicts. This Section is not meant to repeal or interfere with enforcement
of other sections of the City of Dyersville Code of Ordinances. In cases of conflicts
between Ordinance sections, State or Federal Regulations, the more restrictive
regulations shall apply.
165.10.04. Exceptions. The following are not regulated by the Ordinance, so long as
they meet the applicable standards described below:
A. Building Identification Signs. Building identification signs not
exceeding one square foot in area for residential buildings and two square
feet in area for nonresidential buildings.
B. Business Name and Address on an Entry Door. Name of a business,
address information, and/or contact information displayed on an entry door,
not exceeding two square feet in area.
C. Signs Posted on a Community Bulletin Board. Signs posted on a
community bulletin board shall not exceed 11 x 17 inches.
D. Signs located on residential property under 4 square feet in size, not
including portable signs.
E. Historic and Architectural Features. Historical plaques erected and
maintained by non-profit organizations, building cornerstones, and dateconstructed stones not exceeding four square feet in area.
F.

Signs Not Readable From the Public Right-of-Way.
i. Signs or displays located entirely inside of a building and not
visible from the building’s exterior;
ii. Signs intended to be readable from within a parking area but not
readable beyond the boundaries of the lot or parcel upon which they
are located or from any public right-of-way; and
iii. Signs located within City Park and Recreation Facilities.
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G. Governmental Signs. Any sign, posting, notice or similar signs placed,
installed or required by law by a city, county, or a federal or state
governmental agency in carrying out its responsibility to protect the public
health, safety, and welfare, including, but not limited to, the following:
i. Emergency and warning signs necessary for public safety or civil
defense;
ii. Traffic signs erected and maintained by an authorized public
agency;
iii. Signs required to be displayed by law;
iv. Signs directing the public to points of interest; and
v. Signs showing the location of public facilities.
165.10.05. Prohibited Signs and Elements. The following sign types and elements are
not allowed anywhere in the City of Dyersville because of their potential to create
distractions to the traveling public and create visual clutter that impacts the natural and
architectural aesthetics of the City:
A.

Abandoned signs.

B.

Animated signs.

C.

Balloon signs.

D. Blinking or flashing signs. No flashing, blinking, or rotation lights shall
be permitted for either permanent or temporary signs.
E.

Inflatable signs.

F.

Intermittent signs.

G. Moving signs. No sign shall be permitted any part of which moves by
any mechanical means.
H.

Signs emitting sound, smoke, or odors.

I.

Signs attached or painted on trees, rocks, fences, or natural features
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J. Signs in the right-of-way except for those placed by a public entity,
approved banners on utility or light poles, projecting signs as allowed in this
Section, or other signs approved by the City of Dyersville.
K. Signs or sign support structures that obstruct means of egress, including
any fire escape, window, door opening, stairway, opening, exit, walkway,
utility access or Fire Department connection.
L.

Signs that interfere with any required opening for ventilation.

M. Signs or sign structures which resemble, imitate, simulate, or conflict
with traffic control signs or devices included in the Manual of Uniform
Traffic Control Devices, which otherwise mislead or confuse persons
traveling on public streets, which create a traffic hazard.
N.

Signs displayed on motor vehicles and portable storage units, unless:
i. The vehicle or storage units are functional and used for their
primary purpose.
ii. The display is incidental to the use.
iii. The motor vehicle is parked in a designated parking or loading
space, and the storage unit is located in a location that complies with
all standards of this Chapter.

O.

Signs not expressly allowed by this Section.

165.10.06. Measurements and Illustrations. For regulating signs as described in this
chapter the following shall apply:
A. Sign Area. Computation of sign area shall include the combination of
the writing, emblem, illustrations or other display, together with any
background material or color forming an integral part of the display, but not
including the supporting framework. On a multi-face sign the area is
computed only from one face. Where the frame or cabinet is not in the shape
of a rectangle, square, triangle or circle, the sign face area shall be
determined by calculating the area of an imaginary rectangle drawn around
the frame or cabinet.
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B. Height. Height shall be measured from average ground level exclusive
of any filling, berming, mounding, or excavating solely for locating the sign,
to the highest point of the sign or support structure, whichever is taller.
C. Projection. Any building sign extending more than six inches from the
wall to which it is attached shall allow a minimum of 10 feet of clearance
from the average ground level, as measured in Subsection B of this
Subsection.
D. Setback. The setback of a sign is measured from the property line to
the line projected to the ground plane of the nearest portion of the sign.
165.10.07. General Sign Regulations.
A. Design Standards. The guidelines set out in this Subsection address
issues related to sign compatibility, legibility, placement, color, and
illumination. They are intended to complement the standards of this section
and to guide quality visual environments
i. Illumination of signs. Lighted signs facing and on property
adjacent to or across a street or alley from a residential district shall
not be backlit and shall be no closer than twenty (20) feet from the
nearest residential district boundary.
ii. Sign Electrical Raceways and Conduits. Electrical transformer
boxes and raceways should be concealed from public view. If a
raceway cannot be mounted internally behind the finished exterior
wall, the exposed metal surfaces of the raceway should be finished to
match the background wall or integrated into the overall sign design.
iii. Wall Signs.
a.
A wall sign shall not extend more than 18 inches from
the wall to which it is attached.
b.
A wall sign may not extend beyond the corner of the
wall to which it is attached, except where attached to another
wall sign, it may extend to provide for the attachment.
c.
line.

A wall sign may not extend beyond its building's roof
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d.
A wall sign in the C-3 District attached to a building
on its front property line may encroach upon public right-ofway by no more than 18 inches. Such a wall sign shall
provide minimum clearance of eight feet, six inches.
iv. Projecting Signs.
a.
Within the C-3 District, a projecting sign may come
within five feet from the vertical plane of the inside curb line.
b.
Projecting signs must minimize visible support
structure, including guy wires, cables, turnbuckles, angle iron,
or other similar external support structure.
v. Pole Signs.
a.
Permitted pole signs may revolve at a rate not to
exceed six revolutions per minute.
b.

Electronic Information Signs.

c.
No electronic information sign shall be programmed in
a way that suggests or resembles a traffic control device, such
as a traffic signal.
vi. Banner and Flag Signs. Banner and flag signs count against the
attached wall sign area permitted a premise.
vii. Detached Signs.
a.
The area around the base of the sign shall be
maintained by the sign owner or property owner in clean
condition. A radius of 5 feet around the base of the sign shall
be landscaped with natural materials in accordance with the
provisions of Section 165.08, Landscaping and Screening,
specifically applying the treatment described in Subsection
165.08.04, Planting Standards.
viii. Business and Industrial Centers. In addition to its total
permitted sign area in Subsection 165.10.09, Permitted Sign Design
Regulations, each premises used for a business or industrial park
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may have one additional detached sign located at the entrance to the
park, subject to the following conditions:
a.
feet.

The maximum area for the sign shall be 100 square

b.
No sign shall be within 150 feet of any other detached
sign on the same or adjacent premises.
c.
Each sign shall be subject to all other regulations for
detached signs or graphics set forth in this Section.
ix. Driveway Signs. Driveway signs are allowed in addition to the
total permitted sign area in Table 165.01.01.01, Detached Sign
Regulations given that driveway signs are:
a.

No larger than 3 square feet per face;

b.

If building mounted, no higher than 8 feet from grade;

c.

If freestanding, no higher than 3 feet from grade; and

d.
lane.

A maximum on 1 at each driveway or drive through

x. Additional Signs at Entrances. In addition to its total permitted
sign area in Table 165.01.01.01, Detached Sign Regulations, each
property in the P-1, C-2, I-1, I-2, and I-3 district may have one nonilluminated sign with a maximum size of 12 square feet within 20
feet of a public right-of-way that provides access to the property.
Such sign shall be a monument or ground sign with a maximum
height of four feet.
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165.10.08. Permitted Sign Types by District. Table 165.10.08.01, Permitted Signs
below indicates the permitted sign types by each zoning district. Additional design
standards and restrictions apply as may be indicated in this Section. The letters indicate
the following:
A.

“P” means that the sign type is permitted for all uses in the district.

B. “P(L)” means that the sign type is permitted but limited to principal
non-residential and multi-family uses, listed in Subsection 165.05.13, Use
Matrix.
C.

“N” means that the sign type is not permitted in the district.

165.10.08.01 Permitted Signs
A1

A-2

R-1

R-2

R-3

C-1

C-2

C3

I-1

I-2

I-3

P-1

PC

Residential

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Ground

P

P

P(L)

P(L)

P(L)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Pole

N

N

N

N

N

N

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Awning

N

N

N

N

N

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Banner

N

N

N

N

N

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Canopy

N

N

N

N

N

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Marquee

N

N

N

N

N

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Projecting

N

N

N

N

N

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Roof

N

N

N

N

N

N

P

N

P

P

P

N

N

Wall

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Window

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Sign Types
Detached Signs

Attached Signs
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Miscellaneous
Off-Premise
Sign

N

N

N

N

N

N

P

N

P

P

P

P

P

Portable

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Flag Sign

N

N

N

N

N

N

P

P

P

P

P

P

P
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165.10.09. Permitted Sign Design Regulations.
165.10.09.01 Off-Premise Signs
Sign
Types

A-1

A-2

R-1

R-2

R-3

C-1

C-3

Only
withi
n 250
feet
of
U.S.
Hwy
20.

Permitte
d Area1

Total size
allocatio
n on
premise

C-2

N/
A

N/
A

N/
A

N/
A

N/
A

N/
A

500
s.f.

I-1

I-2

I-3

P-1

PC

N/
A

N/
A

Only within 250
feet of U.S.
Hwy 20.

N/
A

50
0
s.f.

50
0
s.f.

50
0
s.f.

Height

60 ft

60
ft

60
ft

60
ft

Maximu
m
number
of signs

1

1

1

1

Notes:
Separated by 1,000 feet from any other off-premise sign and 300 feet from any other detached
sign or residential district
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165.01.01.01 Detached Sign Regulations, Agricultural, Residential, and Public
Districts
Detached Signs

Total size allocation
on premise

A-1

A-2

R-1, R-2, R3

P-1

PC

100
square
feet for
nonresidential
uses

50 square
feet for
nonresidential
and multifamily uses

50 square
feet for
nonresidential
and multifamily uses

One square
foot per
linear foot of
street
frontage;
maximum 250
sf.

Same as A1

6 square
feet for
residential
uses

6 square feet
for residential
uses; 50
square feet
for multifamily uses

Same as A1

6 square
feet for
residential
uses

Maximum number
of signs

6 square
feet for
residential
uses

1 per 200 feet of street
frontage, maximum of 2 per
frontage1

2

1

1

Residential

Subject to
maximum
number

1

1

1

1

Ground

Subject to
maximum
number

0

0

1 per frontage

1

Pole

Subject to
maximum
number

0

0

1 per frontage

0

100
square
feet

NA

NA

200 square
feet

100 square
feet

Maximum area per
sign
Illumination

Not
Permitted

Indirect and internal permitted for non-residential and
multi-family principal uses

CODE OF ORDINANCES, DYERSVILLE, IOWA
- 208 -

CHAPTER 165

ZONING REGULATIONS

Detached Signs
Electronic Message

A-1

A-2

R-1, R-2, R3

P-1

PC

Not
Permitted

Not
Permitted

Not
Permitted

Permitted

Permitted

Maximum height of signs2
Residential

6 feet

6 feet

6 feet

6 feet

6 feet

Ground

10 feet

10 feet

10 feet

10 feet

10 feet

NA

NA

NA

14 feet

NA

Pole

Setback from Property Line
Front and Street
Side Yard

25 feet

5 feet

5 feet

5 feet

5 feet

Side Yard

10 feet

5 feet

5 feet

5 feet

5 feet

Notes:
1. Frontage applies to sides of the lot line that face a public street where each frontage is
treated independently of other frontages; however, that no sign shall be located closer than
50 feet to another sign measured in a straight line distance.
2. Signs shall not project above the roofline greater than 3 feet.
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165.01.01.02 Attached Sign Regulations, Agricultural, Residential, and Public Districts
Attached
Signs1

A-1

A-2

R-1, R-2, R-3

P-1

PC

32 square
feet

32 square
feet for nonresidential
and multifamily uses

32 square
feet for nonresidential
and multifamily uses

2 square feet per
linear foot of
building
frontage up to
500 square feet

32 square feet for
non-residential and
multi-family uses

3 square
feet for
residential
uses

3 square feet
for
residential
uses

3 square
feet for
residential
uses

3 square feet for
residential uses

3 square feet for
residential uses

1 per
building
façade

1 per
building
façade

1 per
building
façade

No limit within
size allocation

No limit within size
allocation

15% of wall surface;
40% of window area
subject to total
allowed size
allocation

Total size
allocation on
premise

Maximum
number of
signs
Maximum
area per sign

32 square
feet

32 square
feet

32 square
feet

20% of wall
surface; 40% of
window area

Illumination

No

No

No

Yes; internal or
indirect

Yes; Internal or
indirect

Electronic

Not
Permitted

Not
Permitted

Not
Permitted

Permitted

Permitted

for wall and
window
signs2

Message
Notes:

1. Signs shall not project above the roofline greater than 3 feet.
2. A wall sign shall not extend more than 18 inches from the wall to which it is attached
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165.10.10. Portable (Temporary) Signs. The purpose of these regulations is to ensure
that portable signs do not create a distraction to the traveling public by eliminating the
aesthetic blight and litter caused by portable signs.
A.

Sign Types. The following signs types are classified as portable signs:
i. A-Frame or upright signs.
ii. Vertical banners. Only permitted in non-residential districts and
not permitted in the C-3 district.
iii. Yard Signs.
iv. Wall banner. Only permitted in non-residential districts and may
only be displayed for 30 days per calendar year and not used as
permanent signage.
v. Window Sign. Only permitted in non-residential districts and not
used as permanent signage. The total area combined with permanent
window signs shall not exceed 40% of the area of the window.
vi. Other. Other portable sign types may be allowed, such as fuel
pump toppers and wraps around waste receptacles, provided the max
area limitation for all portable signs is not exceeded.

B. General Regulations. Portable signs are subject to all location and
design regulations described in Subsection 165.10.09, Permitted Sign
Design Regulations.
C. Aggregate Size. The total amount of portable signage permitted on any
premise shall be the smaller of 5% of the area of all street facades or 100
square feet.
D. Individual Size. The maximum size of a portable sign shall be 30
square feet in area in non-residential districts and 16 square feet in area in
residential districts.
E. Location. Portable signs shall not be attached to any sign pole or light
pole on public or private property; or public utility poles or trees on either
public or private property.
F. Durability. Portable signs shall be constructed of sufficient weight and
durability to withstand wind gusts, storms, and other natural elements.
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165.10.11. Sign Maintenance. All signs shall be kept in good repair and free from
peeling paint, rust, damaged or rotted supports, framework or other material, broken or
missing faces or missing letters. Any signs not maintained may be ordered to be
removed. For maintenance of non-conforming signs, the following shall apply:
A. Activities considered normal maintenance and repair. Normal
maintenance and repair shall include activities such as replacement,
restoration or improvement. Following damage or destruction, replacement
of a nonconformity shall mean that the sign face or sign structure and site, if
reinstated with a nonconformity as allowed under the terms of this chapter,
shall be reconstructed to match the conditions of the sign face or sign
structure that preceded damage or destruction. Reasonable conditions may
be imposed by the Administrator to mitigate any newly created impact on
adjacent property. Nonconformities that are completely or substantially
reconstructed that include changes to building placement or design shall be
subject to the findings and procedures for expansion or alteration of
nonconforming uses and structures as specified in Section 165.11,
Nonconforming Development.
B. Items not considered normal maintenance and repair. Changes
made to the location, size, height or bulk of the sign or addition of
illumination are not considered normal maintenance and repair and shall
require that a nonconforming sign be brought into conformance with all
requirements of this chapter.
165.10.12. Sign Permit. All signs requiring a permit shall be reviewed by the
Administrator, subject to the procedures and criteria in Subsubsection 165.03.04.R,
Sign Permit.
A.

Applicability. A sign permit is not required for:
i. A sign on property used exclusively for a single-family residence
or duplex.
ii. Repainting without changing permanent wording, composition, or
colors; or nonstructural repairs.
iii. Normal repair and maintenance or conforming or legal nonconforming signs.
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165.10.13. Sign Master Plan. For projects with an overall site area in excess of 6 acres,
an applicant may submit a Sign Master Plan, detailing the size, location, and design of
all signs on the site. The Sign Master Plan may adjust the strict application of these
standards but must clarify the exact nature of the adjustments. Such a Sign Master Plan
shall be approved by the City Council after review and recommendation by the
Commission. This review follows the same process as review of a PUD District in
Subsection 165.06.17, Planned Unit Development.
165.10.14. Nonconforming Signs. Except as may be hereinafter specified, no sign shall
be erected, placed, maintained, converted, enlarged, reconstructed or structurally
altered which does not comply with all of the regulations established by this Section.
A. Maintenance. Signs erected prior to the effective date of this chapter
codified in this chapter may be maintained and repaired subject to the
requirements of Subsection 165.10.11, Sign Maintenance.
B. Continuing Nonconformance. Where a sign exists at the effective date
of adoption or amendment of this chapter that could not be built under the
terms of this title by reason of restrictions on area, use, height, setback, or
other characteristics of the sign or its location on the lot, such sign may be
continued so long as it remains otherwise lawful, subject to the following
provisions:
i. No such sign may be enlarged or altered in a way which increases
its nonconformity.
ii. Should such a sign be destroyed by any means to an extent of
sixty percent or more of its replacement cost at time of destruction, it
shall not be reconstructed except in conformity with the provisions of
this Section.
C. Removal. The Administrator shall have the authority to revoke any
permit which has been granted when the Administrator has determined that
the sign authorized by the permit has been constructed or maintained in
violation of the permit. Written notice shall be given to the owner of the
illegal sign or the owner of the property on which the sign is located. The
notice shall state the reasons and grounds for removal, specifying the
deficiencies or defects in such sign, and the violations charged; such notice
shall specify what repairs, if any, will make the sign conform to the
requirements of this section, and specify that the sign be removed or made to
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conform with the requirements of this section within the notice period
provided below:
D.

The notice period for a permanent sign is thirty (30) days.

E.

The notice period for a temporary sign is five (5) days.

165.10.15. Liability for Damages. Provisions of this section shall not be construed to
relieve or eliminate in any way the responsibility or liability any person who erects or
owns any sign, for personal injury or property damage caused by the sign; nor shall the
provisions of this section be construed to impose upon the City or the Administrator,
the City’s officials or its employees any responsibility or liability by reason of the
approval of any signs under the provisions of this section.
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NONCONFORMING DEVELOPMENT

165.11.01. Purpose.
A. To allow for reasonable use of legally created lots of record that do not
meet current minimum requirements for their respective zoning districts.
B. To provide for reasonable use of legally constructed structures that do
not meet current site development regulations for their respective zoning
districts.
C. To allow for the reasonable continuation of legally established uses that
do not meet current use regulations for their respective zoning districts.
D. To limit the continuation and provide for the gradual replacement of
nonconforming uses
165.11.02. Application. These regulations apply to lots, buildings, structures, and uses
that were constructed legally under regulations in effect before the effective date of this
chapter. Regulations for nonconforming uses are in addition to regulations for
nonconforming structures. In the event of a conflict, the most restrictive regulation
shall apply.
165.11.03. Nonconforming Lots.
A. Pre-Existing Lots of Record. Nonconforming lots of record existing at
the time of the adoption of this chapter shall be exempt, unless otherwise
provided, from the minimum lot area and lot width requirements of each
zoning district. Such lots may be developed with any use allowed by the
regulations for the district and must comply with all other site development
regulations set forth by the Zoning Ordinance.
B. Reductions from Public Acquisition. If a portion of a legally existing
lot in any district is acquired for public use, the remainder of this lot shall be
considered a conforming lot.
165.11.04. Nonconforming Structures.
A. Continuation. A lawful nonconforming structure existing on the
effective date of this chapter may be continued, repaired, maintained, or
altered, subject to the provisions of this Section.
B.

Additions or Enlargements to Nonconforming Structures.
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i. A lawful nonconforming structure may be added to or enlarged if
the addition satisfies one or more of the following conditions:
a.
The enlargement or addition, when considered
independently of the existing building, complies with all
applicable setback, height, off-street parking, and landscaping
requirements.
b.
The nonconforming building and impervious surface
coverages on the site are not increased and the building, after
the addition, conforms to height and off-street parking
regulations applicable to its zoning district.
c.
The addition projects no further into a required side
yard setback than the existing building; the length of the side
wall of the addition is the smaller of 25 feet or 50 percent of
the length of the existing nonconforming side wall; and the
enlarged building complies with building and impervious
coverage, front and rear yard setbacks, and height regulations
applicable to its zoning district.
ii. No permitted addition to a nonconforming structure may place a
wall within ten feet of a window of an adjacent pre-existing
residential structure.
iii. Nonconforming buildings shall be limited to one addition or
enlargement pursuant to these regulations.
C. Moving of Nonconforming Structures. A lawful nonconforming
building or structure shall not be moved in whole or in part to another
location on its lot unless every part of the structure conforms to all site
development regulations applicable to its zoning district.
D. Repair of Nonconforming Structures. A lawful nonconforming
building damaged by fire, explosion, storm or other calamity, except flood
damages, may be repaired and reconstructed provided there is no increase in
the degree of nonconformity.
E. Conversion of a Conforming Building. A conforming building shall
not be changed in any way that will result in a nonconforming development.
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F. Applicability of Landscaping and Screening Regulations. A preexisting structure, building, or development shall be exempt from Section
165.08, Landscaping and Screening. However, any expansion of such
structure, building, or development or any adjacent new development onto
property that is or becomes vacant on or after the effective date of this
chapter shall be subject to Section 165.08, Landscaping and Screening
Regulations.
165.11.05. Nonconforming Uses. Any nonconforming use lawfully existing on the
effective date of this chapter may continue, subject to the limitations of this Section.
A. Continuation. Whenever the use of a premise becomes nonconforming
through a subsequent change in the Ordinance or zoning district boundaries,
such use may be continued or changed to another nonconforming use of the
same or lesser intensity if approved by the City Council at a public hearing
following a public hearing by the Commission including their
recommendation to the City Council.
B. Change of Nonconforming Uses. A nonconforming use may be
changed to another nonconforming use of the same or lesser intensity, as
measured by the Intensity Rating in the Use Matrix, provided an application
for such change is first approved by the City Council after public hearing
and recommendation of the Commission.
C. Enlargement of Nonconforming Uses. A building or structure
housing a lawful nonconforming use may not be added to or enlarged.
D. Abandonment of Nonconforming Use. If any structure or property
used as a lawful nonconforming use becomes vacant or unused for a
continuous period of twelve months, any subsequent use must conform to all
use regulations applicable to the property's zoning district.

165.11.06. Discontinuance of Nonconformities. No premises, building or portion
thereof, used in whole or part for nonconforming purposes according to the provisions
of this chapter, which hereafter become and remain vacant for a continued period of
two calendar years, shall again be used except in conformity with the regulations of the
district in which such building or premises is situated.
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165.11.07. Nonconforming Uses; Certificates. Nothing in this chapter shall prevent
the continuance of a nonconforming use as herein authorized, unless a discontinuance is
necessary for the safety of life or property. Certificates of occupancy shall be given to
each nonconforming use indicating its status as a lawful, nonconforming use as of the
time when it legally became a nonconforming use, and requiring that any change in use
requires a new permit and certificate of occupancy. A certificate of occupancy for the
nonconforming use shall be transmitted by the owner to any succeeding owner of the
property in order to confirm its legal existence.
165.11.08. Conversion of Nonconformities. An owner of a nonconforming use may
apply for a conditional use permit, which has the effect of making the nonconforming
use conforming. The criteria for conditional use approval are set out in Subsubsection
165.03.04.K, Conditional Use Permit. A conforming building and/or structure shall not
be changed in any way that will result in a nonconforming development. The following
additional conditions apply to a conditional use application to convert a nonconforming
use to a conforming use:
A. Good management practices eliminate nuisances such as noise, light,
waste materials, unreasonably congested on-street parking, or similar
conflicts.
B. There is no material history of complaints about the building, structure,
or use (a history of complaints is justification for denying the conditional use
permit, unless the conditions of the permit will eliminate the sources of the
complaints).
C. There is no history of building code or residential housing code
violations of the building, structure, or use (a history of code violations is
justification for denying the conditional use permit, unless the conditions of
the permit will eliminate the code violations).
D. The building, structure, or use has been maintained in good condition
and its classification as a nonconformity would be disincentive for such
maintenance.
165.11.09. Nonconforming Uses and Conditional Use Permits. A lawful pre-existing
use that requires a conditional use permit in its zoning district shall be presumed to
have the appropriate Permit and shall be considered a conforming use. The use shall be
subject to the regulations governing lapses or revocation of permits, set forth in
Subsubsubsection 165.03.04.K.viii, Lapse and Revocation of Permit.
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VIOLATIONS, PENALTIES, AND ENFORCEMENT

165.12.01. Purpose. This Section establishes the procedures that the City may use to
assure compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance and to correct violations. The
Section also sets out the remedies and penalties that the City may seek to correct
violations. The provisions of this Section are intended to encourage the voluntary
correction of violations.
165.12.02. Application. The Administrator or their appointee shall administer and
enforce the provisions of this Ordinance and shall have powers and duties to:
A. Review all permits and certificates required by this chapter for
compliance.
B. Issue all permits and certificates required by this chapter subsequent to
administrative review.
C. Inspect any property, building or structure that has applied for a permit
to be erected, constructed, reconstructed or structurally altered. A building
permit or certificate of occupancy will not be issued until an inspection has
been made.
D.

Inspect any structure reported or observed that is not in compliance.

E. Notify in writing the person responsible for violations of this chapter,
as described in this Section.
165.12.03. Violations and Penalties. Any person who violates, disobeys, omits,
neglects, or refuses to comply with, or who resists the enforcement of any of the
provisions of this chapter, upon conviction, shall be in violation of this Code of
Ordinances, and each day that a violation is permitted to exist constitutes a separate
offense. The Council is designated and ordered to enforce this chapter.
A. Enforcement. In case any building or structure is erected, constructed,
reconstructed, altered, repaired, converted, or maintained, or any building,
structure, or land is used in violation of this chapter, the Council, in addition
to other remedies, shall institute any proper action or proceedings in the
name of the City, to prevent such unlawful erection, construction,
reconstruction, alteration, repair, conversion, maintenance, or use, to
restrain, correct, or abate such violation, to prevent the occupancy of said
building, structure, or land, or to prevent any illegal act, conduct, business,
or use in or about said premises.
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B. Abatement. The City may abate violations of this Ordinance pursuant
to this Subsection. This remedy is authorized for, but is not limited to, any
situation where any property owner fails to construct, improve, or maintain
any improvement that is required by the terms of any permit or approval, or
any condition upon any land that is in violation of this Ordinance.
i. Notice. Before action is taken to abate a violation to this
Ordinance or any violation to an ordinance or other policies of the
City, a final warning notice shall be served personally or by certified
mail with return receipt required to the owner of record of the
property, or to the property owner or association, as applicable, and a
period of five business days shall be given from the date of the notice
indicated by the date on the letter. Failure to receive such notice
when proof of delivery to the correct address has been provided by
the U.S. Post Office shall not forestall enforcement action under this
provision.
ii. Timing. Unless this notice is appealed, pursuant to requirements
of this Ordinance within 10 days of the posting of the final warning,
the City may proceed to abate the violation in accordance with City
policies and procedures.
iii. Costs. The Administrator shall keep an account of the direct and
indirect cost incurred by the City in the abatement of any violation.
The Administrator shall forward a bill for collection to the violator or
association, and to the owner of record of the property specifying the
nature and costs of the work performed. Direct and indirect costs
shall include, but not be limited to, the actual expenses and costs to
the City in the preparation of the notices, specifications and
contracts, actual physical abatement processes, work inspection, and
interest from the date of completion at the rate prescribed by law for
delinquent real property taxes.
iv. Payment. The responsibility for payment of the charges for
abatement as set out in this Subsection shall rest solely upon the
owners of the property upon which the abatement occurred, or the
property owners’ association, as applicable. Such charges shall
become a lien upon the real property or properties upon which the
violation was located or upon properties associated with the property
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upon which the violation was located. The lien shall be subordinate
to all existing special assessment liens previously imposed upon the
same property and shall be paramount to all other liens except for
state or municipal property taxes, with which it shall be upon a
parity. The lien shall continue until the charges and all interest due
and payable thereon are paid.
C. Judicial Remedies. The City is allowed to request remedies to enforce
this Ordinance in a court of competent jurisdiction. This Subsection shall not
limit the power of the City to pursue multiple or alternative actions,
remedies, and penalties, or to pursue actions, remedies, and penalties that are
authorized by law but not listed in this Subsection.
i. Fines. Any person, firm, corporation, agent, or employee who
violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be fined
according to the resolution of the City Council, as amended from
time to time.
ii. Injunctive Relief. The City may seek an affirmative injunction to
require the demolition or removal of a structure, or to allow the City
to demolish or remove a structure and recover costs against the
landowner, pursuant to the provisions of state law.
D. Severability. Should any section or provision of this resolution be
declared by the courts to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall
not affect the validity of the resolution as a whole, or any part thereof other
than the part so declared to be unconstitutional or invalid.

CODE OF ORDINANCES, DYERSVILLE, IOWA
- 221 -

